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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


STUDY CONSIDERS ESTABLISHMENT OF LUBRICATING OIL PLANT 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 1 Sep 81 p 7 


[Article: "Study of Construction ot Joint Arab Lubricating Oil Project; Kuwait 
Second Choice as Site for the Project. Based on Returrs"] 


[Text] The general secretariat of OAPEC has prepared a cost-benefit study on the 
construction of a joint Arab lubricating oil project. The results of the study in- 
dicate that regional demand during the period 1984-1985 will justify an annual pro- 
duction of 200,000 tons of oil which could be doubled in subsequent years. This is 
in addition to national projects or projects that may be established in cooperation 
with non-Arab agencies. The Arab Petroleum Investments Company evaluated the market 
opportunities and confirmed the results of the preliminary OAPEC study. In 1979, 

it authorized the American company (Lumas) to prepare a technical economic study 
evaluating opportunities for the establishment of a joint Arab regional project to 
produce lubricating oils. This study addressed the following: 


--The best mixture for moderate- and high-viscosity basic oil products. 

--the appropriate feed stock for long-term supply. 

--The appropriate technology for processing operations. 

A study was conducted by the Arab Petroleum Investments Company and OAPEC to select 
a site for the plant following a survey of raw materiais and the state of the mar- 
ket. It was decided that the study would consider the following alternatives: 
Contentment with a 200,000-ton-per-year complex in one of the OAPEC member states. 
~-Construction of a new complex with an initial annual capacity of 200,000 tons which 
would be increased to 300,000 tons per year at a subsequent time. Alternatively, a 
second plant with a 200,000-ton annual capacity could be built at another site. 

As a result of arguments and positions put forward by a number of OAPEC member 
states, the Arab Petroleum Investments Company was limited in its study to the 
selection of six sites. Consequently, it made modifications in the study to take 


into account the following sites for the production and refining of crude oil: 


l. Kirkuk crude in the Baniyas refinery in Saudi Arabia. 





2. Kuwait crude in Kuwait. 

3. Light Arab crude in the Yanbu’ refinery in Saudi Arabia. 

4. Algerian mixed crude in the Algiers refinery. 

5. Mirban, Zakum, and Umm Shayf mixed crude in the al-Ruways refinery in the UAE. 
6. Dukham crude in the Umm Sa‘id refinery in Qatar. 


The evaluation of the project sites was based on the proximity of the site to 
refineries and the availability of land at the sites. In addition, the feed stock 
of the lubricating oil plants would be based on the crude being refined at each 
refinery with particular attention to the crude's superior suitability for the pro- 
duction of lubricating oils with acceptable efficiency and quality. 


The chief goal of the study is the complete classification of each of the crudes 
at its site taking into account the appropriate economic and geographical factors. 
The comparative economic analysis was prepared on the basis of the dividend on the 
total capital--i.e., 100 percent--without considering fees or taxes. Two indepen- 
dent factors were viewed as affecting the profitability of the first project: the 
characteristics of the crude and the impact of the site. These two factors were 
given the major share of the attention in the study. 


The Arab Petroleum Investments Company felt that a national basis should be estab- 
lished by which to compare the various crudes at their sites. This led to the selec- 
tion of standards for the various products so that each product would be compatible 
with the characteristics of the refined crude at any given site. The purpose behind 
this was to prevent the application of a single standard for all six crudes since 
this could lead to the approval of some of the crudes and not others. 


As a result of the talks between the consulting firm and the Arab Petroleum Invest- 
ments Company, it was decided to carefully examine all the plans in order to set the 
best possible standard for products from each crude. Thus, a number of superior 
standards were taken into consideration. 


Summary of the Results 


The results of the analysis led to the following ranking of the studied sites in 
order of preference: 


Site Maximum Return to Fixed Costs 
Yanbu' (Saudi Arabia) 13.2 percent 
Kuwait 11.3 percent 
Baniyas (Syria) 10.4 percent 
Algiers (Algeria) 9.8 percent 











al-Ruways (UAE 7.2 percent 
Umm Sa‘id (Qatar) 4.8 percent 


In this analysis, all costs and prices were calculated on the basis of an annual 
inflation rate of 10 percent curing the first 15 years after the start of operation. 
It is important to realize that the economic analyses given above do not necessarily 
indicate the actual profitability of the project in any ahsolute sense. Rather, they 
indicate the relative merits of establishing these installations in each of the 
OAPEC countries. In addition, they indicate the size of the concessions which 

could be offered at each site in order to achieve the most favorable fixed costs. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SYRIAN-KUWAITI TRADE STRENGTHENED--The Kuwaiti ambassador to Syria, ‘Abd-al-Raziq 
al'Kandari met yesterday with Syrian Minister of Transport Muharram Tayyarah in 
Damascus. Kuwaiti Embassy sources stated that discussions during the meeting focused 
on means of strengthening cooperation between the two countries, especially in the 
field of air transport. Kuewait and Syria are expected to sign the implementation 
schedule for the air transport cooperation agreement that Ras been concluded between 
the two countries. Kuwaiti Ambassador ‘Abd-al-Reziq al'Kandari will sign on behalf 
of the Kuwaiti Government and Civil Aviation Director Major General Ahmad ‘Antar 
will sign on behalf of the Syrian Government. According to this schedule, the Ku- 
waiti and Syrian aviation organizations will operate five weekly flights apiece. 
Ambassador al-Kandari also met with Syrian Minister of Economy and Foreign Trade 

Dr Muhammad al-Atrash. The two officials reviewed economic cooperation relations 
between the two countries. Embassy sources said that Mr al-Kandari and Minister 
al-Atrash discussed the basic elements that ensure the facilitation of commercial 
exchange and talked about ways to surmount some obstacles that hinder it. Mr al- 
Kandari's meeting with the minister of economy coincides with current talks between 
a Kuwaiti economic delegation and officials in the Syrian Ministry of Economy. 

The aim of these talks is to attain the exemption of a number of products produced 
domestically in each of the two countries from customs fees. [Text] [Kuwait 
AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 28 Aug 81 p 4] 8591 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MINISTERIAL OFFICIALS DISCUSS LAND REFORMS 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 14 Oct 81 pl 


[Text] Kabul, 14 October. In order to adopt effective measures to continue 
application of democratic land reforms in the Democratic Republic of Afghanis- 
tan, a meeting, chaired by Fazlurrahim Mo'mand, minister of agriculture and land 
reform, was held yesterday afternoon in that ministry, and matters pertaining to 
the Third Operations Plan were discussed. 


These matters, including organizing farmers and landowners into agricultural co- 
operatives, extending material and technical aid to then, providing the necessary 
facilities, and adoption of security measures for the implementation of this 
plan, which were approved, will be carried out beginning 21 March 1982. 


In addition to the deputy minister of agriculture, this meeting was attended by 
the director general of the agricultural development and production; the heads of 
agriculture and land reform; representatives of the ministries of the interior, 
national defense, and transportation; head of the Agricultural Development Bank; 
and the chief of the Improved Seed Company 


csO: 4665/6 














AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET DEBACLE SEEN POSSIBLE IN AFGHAN WAR 
Windhoek ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG in German 15, 16 Oct 81 
[Article by Heinz Gstrein: "Already Lost for Moscow?" ] 


[15 Oct 81 p 6] 


[text] Our Cairo correspondent Heinz Gstrein, who reports on 
political conditions in the Mediterranean area and in the Near 
and Middle East, has been on many an adventurous and extremely 
dangerous assignment. This time, he visited the Afghan freedom 
fighters in the last few days. In his exciting, three-part re- 
port, he gives a striking description of lesser kmown aspects 
of conditions in Afghanistan as it suffers under the conflict 
between East and West. 


In the Middle Bast, Afghanistan occupies an important strategic 
position. It is by no means immaterial who controls the country. 
Will the Kremlin be able to hold on to the regime in Kabul it 
supports and to its occupation troops much longer ” 


His hair blowing proudly, Sardar Gulzade Sartur is marching along the paved road 
that leads straight into the heart of Kabul from the Bagrami mountains, Here, 
during the past few days, his 12 fighting groups have given the Russians and the 
Afghan Partsham communists an idea of what it means to be afraid. First, they 
busted a fort, which is part of the Soviet ring of fortifications that has been 
solely responsible for protecting the Afghan capital from falling. Their further 
path is strewn with burnt-out personnel carriers and trucks and then there is 
evidence of another partisan victory during the night: the still smoking ruins 
of the People's Democratic Party headquarters for South Kabul. 


Large Sections of Kabul Controlled by Guerillas 


Here, the unit turns right, making its way along sandy paths into the suburbs. Two 
Russian helicopter gunships buzz down low over their heads. Everyone waits for 

the commander to give the order to take cover. But Sartur keeps right on marching 
and nonchalantly lights a cigarette. He knows full well that the “birds of death," 
which normally inspire much fear among his Mujahedin, have used up all their ammu- 
nition. Now they just want to make it back to Kabul airport and then drown their 
sorrow about the Red Army's lack of success in Afghanistan in vodka.until daybreak. 











Through the late afternoon and the entire night, the Afghan freedom fighters are 
in charge in most of Kabul, Woe to the "shurevi" (which translates into "Soviet 
types") that venture out into the streets at these times. Thus, the nightly cur- 
few which formerly was marked by fear of the Soviet tanks has turned into its 
opposite. 


In the byways of the suburbs, Sartur and his men are hailed as heroes and libera- 
tors by the light of the streetlamps which Moscow's erstwhile viceroy Babrak Kar- 
mal put up. After the many cheers have died down, this most audacious fighter of 
the pro-Western and religiously tolerant Harakat-—e Ingqui_ab-e Islami Afghanistan 
sits down to a festive supper with his staff. 


Murat, too, has joined them. He is the 17 year-old chief of the urban guerillas 
in the administrative center of Kabul, which the Soviets s<ill hold. His dainty 
lady's pistol has cost many an officer his life already and some Afghan militia- 
men, too, who try to clear Kabul's streets during the night of the handbiils 
calling for a free Afghanistan. Du..ng the day, however, Murat acts the vart of 
a good student, even of a party youth functionary who does not miss a single 
meeting of the “people's democrats." 


Sartur turns on the evening news on the television. With a somber expression, the 
arinouncer reads off a "last" appeal to the Mujahedin to lay down their arms. The 
response from those present is raucous laughter. 


For evening nrayers, all the fighting groups gather in a large mosque by the Kabul 
river, Now they have their anti-tank grenades, machine guns and mortars with them. 
An ancient maulana with a flowing white beard intones the prayer calling for final 
victory over the Russians, Then, the area controlled by the partisans is totally 
blacked out. From the command post atop an unfinished new building the lights of 
the inner city seem close enough to touch while Russian searchlights are scanning 
the other mountain slopes around Kabul where other groups of partisans —above 
all the Hizb Islami and Jamijat— have not yet gotten so close to the capital. 


One=Week Trek Strenuous 


Te trek from Peshawar took one whole week, Because the partisans no longer take 
any foreign journalists along ever since strict controls were instituted along the 
Pakistani border and because a TV team they had taken along collipsed halfway to 
their destination, the only way to get to Kabul is to join up as a mujahed one- 
self. Only the group leader mows one's true identity; but he cannot help much, 

if one has to climb steep mountain passes at 4,000 meters at top speed. 


The last stretch on the Kurram, one manages panting and on all fours. On the second 
crossing, fear and the threat of a Soviet fighter-bomber nearby helps one make it. 
When one reaches the third and highest pass, one would actually be in better shape 
and more accustomed to the thin air, if it were not for the sore throat and the 
stomachache that have set in, The simple truth is that a non-Afghan has a hard 
time coping with the extremes in temperature and the lack of sanitation at the 
handful of tea houses along the path used by most freedom fighters which leads 
from Taramangal all the way to Herat on the Soviet border. When the no-=man's land 











finally ends, when the domain of the local Harakat chieftain Sufi Haksar begins 
after crossing the Little Kabul valley and we are quartered quite comfortably in 
fortress-like farmhouses and fed roast lamb and buttermilk, one is far too sick 
to enjoy it properly. 


Impotent Soviet Arms 


With one's last remaining ounce of strength, one manages the climb to the ad- 
ministrative center of the southeastern part of Kabul province which was not li- 
berated until this summer. It is located in a narrow gorge above the “valley of 
weeping trees." Russian bombs and the terrible "Plamja" shells that scatter razor 
blades and iron nails on impact have cut down the fruit trees or hurt them so 
badly that the sap is still running, When the Mujahedin held fast just the same, 
the Soviets used chemical weapons on them. But this attempt to smoke out the 
mountain fastness was unsuccessful as well. 


Up there, a former government official from Jelalabad, as throughgoing as any 
German, is busy collecting the Ushr tax and registering each bond purchase or 
other contribution to the holy war for subsequent restitution in peacetime. He 
also acts as the local judge and keeps book on all Harakat members in the area. 
Many high-ranking officers of the government army and leading officials of che 
puppet regime in Kabul are on their side and they are registered in voluminous 
party records complete with photograph, pledge of allegiance and signature. 


As If the Russians Did Not Exist 


From up there, one can see all the way down to the ministry of justice in Kabul, 
the dar uleman. Here, in late 1979, Hafizullah Amin met his gruesome end after 
his 3—month reign of terror. But if he thought that this was the very best the 
partisans had to offer to this reporter, he was in for still another exciting 
survrise. 


On the second day, a courier arrives at the mountain post carrying orders from 
Sufi Haksar's sardar, Sartur, saying that all available men should move on to 
Kabul itself. The way there had just been opened up. At a turn in the valley 
leading to the capital, the young commander checked out the recruits from 
Peshawar and then had them march off at brisk speed. Further down, two requi- 
sitioned taxicabs with Kabul license plates were waiting for the whole group. 
And then they took off at a fast clip, as if there had never been any Russians 
in Kabul. 


[16 Oct 81 pp 10, 11] 


ffext/ As we have since learned, Mr Gstrein suffered a com— 
plete physical collapse upon his return from Afghanistan and 
was admitted to an Austrian hospital for treatment. 











Muhammad Daud Shah, the sardar of the Afghan partisans in the Logar valley which 
runs southwest toward Ghazni and Kandahar, is quite different from Sartur, the 
Russian nemesis of Kabul. Long-haired, moustachioed and graceful, he looks more 
like one of the Three Musketeers than the field commander of the absolute ruler 
of a local chieftain, "Malik" Shaista Gul. He has a word of friendly greeting 
for the new fighting unit. "You boys do not look particularly fit," he says, 
"but then the Soviets do not show their faces much around here anyway." 


The Partisans’ Camp 


All this takes place in completely open terrain, just a few kilometers from the 
as yet unbroken ring of fortifications around Kabul. The mujahedin are in control 
of all through traffic along the paved highway and do not let the dug-in tanks 
impress them. 


The newly arrived group of fighters is given the proud name of "the thunderers" 
and is then loaded onto a captured Russian bus. Here in the Logar valley, the 
entire resistance is motorized. The black market in the capital supplies them 
with gasoline aplenty, although there is a shortage which even affects the 
Russians. 


On the next morning, rubble mst be cleared in the mountain village of Alparan 
which was hit by close to 500 bombs over the last few days. That is not a good 
omen, although the commander of the joint forces of Harakat, Jamiajat and Natio- 
nal Front assembled here may be convinced that the enemy will not show his face. 


Soviet Offensive with 100 Tanks 


In the midst of clearing the rubble, there is still another air raid. Women and 
children run for cover in the fields shrieking. A peasant rushes back at the last 
moment to pick up his most valuable possession, a transistor radio. But the MIG's 
just zoom past the valley in the direction of the fortifications. A very few 
minutes later, an almost endless column of tanks begins pouring out of them. 
There must be almost 100 T-64's and T-72's that threaten to flatten the whole 
Logar valley. At first, there are no helicopters flying air cover; the tanks 

seem to feel quite safe without them. 


Now, Daud Shah gives proof of how brave and able he is. The bus goes roaring down to 
the road at breakneck speed. Once there, the sardar himself places the anti-tank 
mines into the holes dug into the asphalt beforehand. 


In the bushes to the right and at the drainage ditch to the left, the men go into 
position with their anti-tank grenades, Meantime, halfway up the mountain, a 
partisan battery consisting of three captured field howitzers opens fire on the 


enemy. 

















‘Me lead tank goes up in flames almost immediately. "This is how Moscow will burn," 
they all yell excitedly and come leaping out from cover. One greybeard simply 
sticks his grenade right into the muzzle of a T-72's gun; the tank breaks apart 
even before the stunned crew has fired a shot. The third tank suffers a damaged 
undercarriage from an exploding mine and is pushed by those behind into the 

fiery furnace of the two that are already burning. 


Soviet Strategic Position All Wrong 


A thick, tall colum of smoke rises from the Logar valley into the dark-blue 
autumn sky. The Soviets move off to the west into sandy terrain although six 
helicopters have arrived meanwhile to provide air cover. They bomb the villages 
along the road and rake them with their "dashaka" machineguns; but none of this 
can alter the fact that the strategic situation is completely reserved as against 
a year ago. Today, the mujahedin are in control of the main roads and even the 
tank columns of the occupiers must use the partisans' trails off to the side. 


For a moment, it looks as if the Russians are forming three columns for a flank- 
ing attack on the valley. But no sooner have they stopped than five more tanks 
are hit. Just then, Daud's adjutant, who had merely excelled in taking vast quan— 
tities of snuff thus far, brings down a low-flying helicopter with an anti-tank 
grenade, Like angry hornets, the other heliccpters come buzzing down. But the 
tanks take flight, seeking a safe haven in the upper camp in the direction of 


Kulangar. 


At Muhammad's agha, the great victory over the still burning "comrades" is cele=- 
brated. To be sure, the partisans have brilliantly repulsed a main thrust of the 
Soviet fall offensive. On the other hand, there is not that much reason for cele- 
brating. Eignt tanks were destroyed; but another 90 remained to the rear. The 
very next day would show that other side of the picture. 


9478 
cso: 4620/6 
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ALGERIA 


EDITORIAL SEES NO ROOM FOR POLITICAL MOVEMENTS BESIDES FLN 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French No 918,25 Sep - 1 Oct 81 pp 4,5 
(Editorial: "Time for Revolutionary Firmness"] 


[Text] In a relatively short time Algeria has gone through decisive stages in the 
building of the nation and in the progressive construction of a socialist society 
founded on the principles of our Arab-Islamic civilization and the immutable values 
of our revolution. 


In all areas a considerable effort has been accomplished in the areas of economic, 
social, and cultural development. In accordance with the objectives established 

in the fundamental documents of the revolution, and more particularly those set out 
by the National Charter, everything has been done to put its contents in concrete 
form and to ensure its achievement. This has notably involved the restoration and 
construction of a popular, democratic, and substantial state, ruled by laws and 
based on morality, a state which would be able to survive governments and men, 
through the consolidation of national independence; the recovery of our national 
wealth; its use to achieve development oriented toward the satisfaction of the needs 
of the country and of the people, such as the rehabilitation of our collective 
existence in terms of our identity as well as our historic personality and equally 
by attachment to the great ideals and just causes of the peoples who are fighting 
for their liberation and independence; and finally our determination to be and to 
remain a truly independent and really non-aligned country. These are the foundations 
of our political philosophy. That has been, is now, and will remain our attitude 
toward the socialist construction of the country and of our society, action defined 
by the FLN [National Liberation Front] Party and based on the consent and the free, 
conscious adherence of the masses of the people. 


Everything which has been achieved and everything which is being undertaken today, 
both at the domestic as well as the international level, has its basis in the prin- 
ciples which we have just recalled in very summary fashion. And it is in this way 
that our country has recorded, year by year, multiple victories on all the fronts 
of the battle for development, as it has encountered the obstacles and difficulties 
inherent in our errors and in an international situation which has not always been 
favorable to the countries of the Third World. 


Since 1979 and following the death of President Houari Boumediene, in the course 
of revolutionary continuity our country went through a stage of major importance. 
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With the holding of the Fourth Congress of the Party, the country was provided with 
an elected political leadership, personified by the Central Committee, one of whose 
first duties consisted of completing the political institutions of the country. 


Under the leadership of this political directo>rate and under the guidance and 
orientation of the secretary general of the Party and the president, who symbolizes 
the unity of power, all national problems have been and continue to be the object of 
attentive examination. Many important decisions have been made, aiming above all at 
giving back to the Party the place and the role assigned to it by the National 

Charter and the Constitution, in the direction, orientation, stimulation, and control, 
both of the social forces of the revolution as well as of all national activities. 


The extraordinary congress of the Party, held in June 1980, in accordance with the 
resolutions of the Fourth Congress, made it possible to evaluate the achievements 

of the past decade, to identify shortcomings, weaknesses, and errors committed in 
certain areas, while at the same time it set out the major directions of the actions 
to be taken in the framework of the five-year plan and of the forthcoming decade. 
The Party organizations, such as the executive power, have worked without a letup, 
each within the limits of its field of action, in achieving the decisions of the 
Congresses and the recommendations of the Central Committee. 


All the efforts undertaken by the Party, the members, the workers, and the peasants 
up to now have turned out, in general, to have been positive. Whether this concerns 
the economic sector, and particularly the productive sector, whether it concerns the 
educational and training sector; whether it concerns the social sector, there has 
been a greater awareness of the Party members and of the workers, a restructuring 
and a more efficient organization of our institutions and of our productive apparatus, 
a greater firmness in management, and the beginning of a process of improvement in 
all areas. This process has no- spared either the small or the great, neither the 
weak nor the strong, in whatever position he may be found. These efforts have 
favored a greater cohesion of Party members and of the working masses behind the 
Party and its political leadership, and a more responsible kind of mobilization in 
action which has consequently permitted a greater effort, an increase in production 
and a qualitative improvement which we can observe with satisfaction, for example at 
the level of agriculture and education. 


However, we are not unaware of the fact, and we reject any kind of demagogy in this 
respect, that there remains much to do in all sectors. There are still obstacles, 
some of them objective and others, subjective, which we will have to overcome; there 
are still errors to correct; gaps to fill; kinds of behavior to bypass and eliminate. 
The difficulties which we encounter are not peculiar to Algeria alone. 


The building of a powerful state, of a prosperous country, of a society liberated 

from ali the forms of exploitation and of alienation will not be achieved with the 
wave of a magic wand, nor by demagogy or political jobbery. Today, we are looking 

in all directions and observing things serenely and honestly. Countries much more 
powerful than Algeria are also acquainted, independently of the political and socio- 
economic systems guiding them, with rather serious difficulties. In 2 decades of 
independence Aigeria, as admitted even by the enemies of yesterday and the adversaries 
of today, has recorded titanic achievements. 
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However, even so, are we not today witnesses to certain movements which reflect po- 
litical unawareness, moral and revolutionary irresponsibility, and an antipatriotic 
spirit which generally ends with what we all know? 


Certain small groups and certain men only representing, in the best of cases, them 
selves, could not and cannot accommodate themselves to an Algeria which advances 
freely, independently of the powers and blocs, like ideologies foreign to that of the 
FLN Party, which was written with the blood of our martyrs and constantly has been 
enriched by the creative genius of our people and the effort of Party members vis- 
cerally attached to the nationalism by which the Algerian people have been and 

remain shaped. 


Each time our political leadership considers important questions involving the future 
of the country and the revolution, each time that difficulties emerge in terms of 
applying certain decisions, each time that certain social conflicts have exploded 
here and there or marginal problems have been raised, we still find these elements, 
these small groups, and these men. We find them again, either as fomenters of 
troubles or as detractors who do not hestitate to use either weapons of misrepre- 
sentation or those of blackmail and threats. 


Draping themselves in multicolored political movements, as versatile as they are 
infantile, camouflaging themselves behind slogans with well known sounds and whose 
origin and ultimate end are known, they would like to spread doubt and confusion, 

to create a climate of permanent tension, with the principal objectives of worsening 
the internal situation and accomplishing the destabilization of the regime. Such an 
attitude is a part of the strategy of internal and external reactionaries and of 
international imperialism, under whatever form it may present itself. 


Faced with such activity, diametrically opposed to the ideology of the FLN Party and 
the philosophy of the revolution, going against the interests of the nation and the 
masses of the people, we come to the moment when responsibilities must be fixed and 
assumed. In the course of the last few years, in a spirit of generosity and out of 

a constant wish not to exclude any man of good will committed to act in the framework 
of the fundamental choices made by the country and of the objectives already set out, 
our political leadership has continued to hope to see these elements renounce their 
errors to follow along the single path which the people described with the adoption 
of the National Charter and which was reaffirmed by the congresses of the Party. A 
waste of time. 


Who are these small groups and these men, and what do they represent? What popular 
support do they enjoy to be able and to wish to grant or withdraw confidence in our 
political leadership? The time for clarification of this matter has come. And as 
the process of cleansing the system has been well and truly begun, the process of 
firmness and of a real political cleavage must be broadened and deepened. 


In this country the FLN, which, with the glorious ALN [National Liberation Arny ], 
led the liberation struggle and has guided the revolution and the socialist con- 
struction of the country since independence, imposes itself today as the single 
party of the vanguard, assuming the leadership of the destinies of the revolution 
and of the people. Neither today nor tomorrow will any person or any force be able 
to question it. ‘There has not been and there will not be in this country any place 
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for other movements or other political currents outside the FLN. The leaders and 
the members of the FLN will henceforth no longer hesitate to oppose the enemies of 
the country, the adversaries of the revolution, the detractors of the regime, by all 
possible means. This applies even to those who have succeeded in infiltrating them 
selves into our institutions and our organizations. When it is a matter of the 
supreme interest of the country and of the people, the FLN Party, which assumes the 
historic responsibility of completing the struggle of building the nation and 
achieving the great ideals and objectives of the revolution, has the duty, if this 
should be necessary, to use revolutionary firmmess. 
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ALGERIA 


DECREE CHANGING NAME OF EL ASMAN WILAYA TO ECH CHELIFF 


Algiers JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE DEMOCRATIQUE ET POPULAIRE in 
French No 22,2 Jun 81 pp 523,524 


[Decree No 81-106 of 26 May 1981 on Changing the Names of El Asnam Wilaya, Daira, 
and Commune ] 


[Text] The president of the republic, 
On the basis of the report of the Ministry of Interior, 
Considering the Constitution and particularly its Articles 111-10 and 152; 


Considering Ordinance No 67-24 of 18 January 1967, as amended, concerning the com 
munal code; 


Considering Ordinance No 69-38 of 23 May 1969, as amended, concerning the wilaya 
code; 


Considering Ordinance No 14-69 of 2 July 1974 regarding the rearrangement of the 
territorial organization of the wilayas and particularly its Article 6; 


Considering Decree No 62-105 of 5 April 1963 concerning public honors; 


Considering Decree No 74-125 of 12 July 1974 establishing the territorial limits 
and the make-up of El Asnam wilaya; 


Considering Decree No 77-40 of 19 February 1977 concerning the names of certain 
public places and buildings; 


Decrees: 


Article 1. The wilaya, daira, and commune known as "El Asnam: will henceforth bear 
the name of: "Ech Cheliff." 


Article 2. The present decree will be published in the JOURNAL OFFICIEL of the 
Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria. 


Chadli BENDJEDID 
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EGYPT 


POSSIBLE ECONOMIC, POLITICAL CHANGES AFTER AL-SADAT DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 13, 15, 16 Oct 81 

[Series of articles by Eric Rouleau: "The System Has Also Died"] 
[13 Oct 81 pp 1, 4] 


[Text] Cairo--"The regime which emerged from the 1952 revolution was buried on the 
same day as Sadat." These views, held by an official figure who has been assigned 

to important activity in the next few days, as well as by a leader of the opposition, 
virtually in the same terms, reflect a rather widespread feeling in Egyptian politi- 
cal circles. 


In effect, President Sadat was the last to hold power among the "free officers" who 
overthrew the monarchy nearly 30 years ago. All the other “historic leaders" are 
dead or have been driven from power. Some of them are presently found in the ranks 
of the opposition. Hosni Mubarak, who will be proclaimed president on Wednesday, 
14 October, has made his career in the armed forces, apparently by disinteresting 
himself from political affairs. All of those, both military and civilian, who 

will be assigned to positions of responsibility, particularly Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, 
favored candidate to be prime minister, do not belong to the "old guard" of the 
revolution. Some of them do not hide their aversion to the Nasser tradition of 
which Sadat, moreover, had partially disposed. 


Government information media, following President Mubarak, proclaim that the policy 

of the late chief of state will be continued. However, no one doubts that profound 
changes will come, sooner or later, if only to attenuate the effects of the political, 
economic, and social crisis which feed popular discontent. The reaction of the people 
to the death of the late leader only surprised those who believed in the immense pop- 
ularity of the "hero of war and of peace." Certainly, it appears that the Egyptians 
were shocked by the 6 October attack which cost Sadat his life, the first chief of 
state to be assassinated in the valley of the Nile. 


However, contrary to expectation, they did not express either anger, sorrow, or 
satisfaction. Daily life has gone on with the greatest serenity, even with an 
apparent general indifference. 


An expansive, sentimental, even warm people, the Egyptians had given free expression 
to their sorrow only a few minutes after the announcement of the death, in September, 
1970, of the first rais [leader], Gamal Abdel Nasser. They went out into the streets 
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spontaneously to express their despair. The funeral ceremonies provided an occasion 
for indescribable scenes of general sorrow, which those who saw them are not ready 

to forget. No incident disturbed the day of mourning. However, the loser of the 
1967 war had many enemies, among others the Muslim brotherhood; then the millions 

of people who participated in the funeral procession overwhelmed the security 

forces, and the security measures taken in conformity with martial law then in effect 
were revealed to be totally inoperative. It is true that the leaders at the time 

did not try to stop the people from showing their feelings. 


A Limited Conspiracy 


By proclaiming the state of urgency for a period of one year, by prohibiting any 
assembly of more than five persons, by organizing strictly official and almost family 
style funeral ceremonies, in a section of the city empty of people and cut off from 
the rest of the capital, the new authorities perhaps dispiayed an exaggerated mis- 
trust of the people. In any case the authorities implicitly admitted that they did 
not cohsider themselves in a position to control popular reactions, both before as 
well as during the funeral. The Egyptians, who followed the ceremony on TV, had 

the painful impression that the chief of state was being buried furtively. Even 

the commentary of the TV announcer was characterized by a cold and solemn form of 
speech. 


Confidence was regained progressively in official circles, which had intitially 
feared that the assassination of Sadat was the prelude to disturbances and perhaps 
even to a coup d'etat. However, the preliminary inquiry established the fact that 
the conspiracy was limited to killing the chief of state. The persons responsible 
for the assassination no doubt had accomplices, but they were reportedly limited in 
extent and reportedly did not involve the higher echelons of the armed forces. 


The attack made by Muslim commandos against strategic buildings in Asyut in the same 
way reflected a suicidal character. The security forces--including the elite troops 
sent to the scene--were considerably superior to the attackers, amounting to about 
200, who had no popular support. Some of the people even turned over to the author- 
ities some terrorists who had tried to take refuge in private homes. It is true 
that clashes were bloody: 27 dead, including 21 police, if one accepts tha official 
figures--more than 100, according to other sources. It is also true that the 
security sweep of the city indicates for the moment that the armed uprising does 

not threaten to spread. 


In the leaders' view the danger is elsewhere. Incapable of arousing a popular 
uprising, the Muslim militants could be tempted to begin a campaign of systematic 
terrorism against the leaders of the country, whose protection has been strenghtened. 
Helmeted soldiers, armed with submachine guns, have been posted around their resi- 
dences and in front of official buildings. Curiously, the measures of repression 
already taken for the moment only involve progressive circles. About 60 leftist 
activists have been arrested in the past 2 days, whereas President Sadat had in- 
dicated, in the course of a recent speech, that the security services had made a 
list of about 7,000 Muslim activists in possession of a substantial quantity of 
modern weapons. However, it is reported that Mubarak has the intention to act 
against them after his investiture as president and, in due course, the appointment 
of a new government. Contrary to Sadat, who until the last few months displayed a 
certain complacency toward Islamic organizations, Mubarak has never felt the slight- 
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est sympathy for those whom his predecessor had used to neutralize the non-religious 
opposition. In any case, the successor to Sadat can only be pitiless toward those 
who would try to destabilize his regime. 


A Repressive Arsenal 


Mubarek is not without advantages in carrying out his program. He has inherited 

an impressive arsenal of repressive laws. One of these laws permits him to intern 
opponents without trial and for an indefinite period. His legitimacy as a future 
chief of state is not in question, since it is based on the text of the Constitution. 
Even better, no one is challenging his succession to power, a privileged situation 
which his predecessor did not have at the time of his own accession to the presi- 
dency. Furthermore, he benefits from a favorable predisposition on the part of 
public opinion: his name has never been associated with the corruption scandals 
which spattered mud on other members of Sadat's entourage. Provided with an excep- 
tional capacity for work, meticulous in his examination of paperwork, he is known 
for his poise, his sense of organization, and his firmness, qualities which he 
acquired in positions of command in the armed forces. "If Sadat was a politician in 
field marshal's uniform, Mubarek is a general in a civilian suit," one of his close 
associates told us. According to the latter, the future president will be surround- 
ed by military officers more than his predecessor was. They have his confidence, 
and he feels at ease with them. 


A Narrow Margin for Maneuver 


Nevertheless, his room for maneuver seems to be singularly small. If his tempera- 
ment and above all the overall situation should normally lead him to explore new 
paths to take, for the moment he is condemned to follow the path traced by Sadat. 

He will not be able to attack economic privileges, to reduce the gap between the 
wealthy and the poor, without depriving the regime of its political and social base. 
As a convinced supporter of free enterprise, or infitah, he will not be able to 
obtain the support, either, of the opponents of "unrestricted capitalism," of those 
who favor the return to the directed economy which Nasser practiced. 


It is above all in foreign policy, the "reserved domain" of the chief of state, 
that Mubarak will have difficulty innovating. The isolation of Egypt on the inter- 
national scene was illustrated at Sadat's funeral by the relatively small number of 
countries represented, 35 in all, of which three were members of the Arab League 
(out of 24) and a little more than one-tenth of the governments of the Third World. 
By the number and level of its delegations, the West seemed in a much better posi- 
tion than the neighbors and the "natural" friends of Egypt. 


Whatever the wish of Mubarak to change this image, his adherence to the Camp David 
accords, in particular to its Palestinian section, will not permit him to broaden 

his international audience. His efforts to move closer to Saudi Arabia, particularly 
by supporting the sale to that country ef American AWACS aircraft, will have no 
effect unless he abstains from giving his support to the "autonomy" which Israel 
intends to grant to the people of the West Bank of the Jordan and of the Gaza Strip. 
It is only with difficulty that he can still support the Saudi peace plan, which has 
been categorically rejected by the Jerusalem government. In effect, the future 
president cannot allow himself to irritate Prime Minister Begin. He would risk not 
getting back next April that portion of the Sinai Peninsula which remains under 
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Israeli occupation. An eventual failure of the negotiations on the future of the 
Palestinians, which should resume on 25 October, would plunge Egypt into a dangerous 
crisis. 


It is said that Mubarak is counting on the United States to moderate the demands 

of the Israeli government. However, nothing says that President Reagan wishes to be 
or can be firmer toward Prime Minister Begin than President Carter was before him in 
the course of the Camp David negotiations. 


[15 Oct 81 p 3] 


[Text] No one doubted it: Mubarak has been designated president of Egypt by the 
"near unanimity" of the votes cast in the referendum on Tuesday, 13 October. The 
first editions of the newspapers, which appeared late in the evening, more than 12 
hours before the announcement of the results, indicated that voting "broke all 
records."" In a number of polling places, 100 percent of the registered voters re- 
portedly voted "yes," which means that none of them was prevented by any reason 
from going to the polling place. 


No opposition was able to show itself. The majority of the parties, organizations, 
and associations had been reduced to silence by the dismissal or arrest of their 
leaders a few days before the assassination of Sadat. In any case the information 
media are not accessible to nonconformist views. The Progressive Assembly of Khali 
Muhyi-al-Din had to content itself with distributing to the representatives of the 
international press a mimeographed manifesto in which it supported a "no" vote in 
the referendum, explaining that it could not endorse the actions of a man who stood 
for the policy of the late president. Even the opposition Socialist Labor Party 
was unable to make known to public opinion that it provided critical support to 
Mubarak. On the other hand great publicity was given to the favorable vote, aad 
rather unaccustomed support, of General Nimeiri, the Sudanese chief of state, who 
has dual nationality. 


It was during an extraordinary session of Parliament on Wednesday [14 October], with 
representatives of high civilian, military, and religious authorities attending, 
that Sadat's successor took his oath of office in these terms: "I swear before 
Almighty God to preserve the republican system, the Constitution, and the laws, to 
defend resolutely the interests of the people, as well as the independence and the 
territorial integrity of the fatherland." The chief of state then made a speech in 
which he outlined the policy he planned to apply. 


It is still not known this Wednesday morning [14 October] if the government, required 
to resign according to the Constitution, will continue in office or not, as such. 

The desire of the chief of state, im any case, is to project the image of continuity 
for those overseas who fear a change of direction. In the first place he needed to 
reassure the Israelis on his determination to respect the Camp David accords to the 
letter and, on the other hand, to reaffirm Egypt's choice to maintain itself in the 
American current in the Near East. By conviction and by necessity Mubarak has to 
maintain privileged relationships with Washington and Jerusalem, at least until April, 
the date by which the Israelis should completely evacuate the Sinai Peninsula. The 
inconvenient aspect of continuity is that the Cairo government will have to avoid 
adhering to other peace projects, such as that presented by Saudi Arabia, which 

would meet with the opposition of Egypt's Israeli partner. 
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On the domestic scene the principal concern of the leaders, if not the only one, is 
to ensure the security and the stability of the country. Certainly, they are not 
really threatened: the armed forces remain, until proved to the contrary, loyal to 
the established government. The Islamic organizations, despite the assassination 

of Sadat and the bloody uprising at Asyut, are too fragmented and divided to be in 
a position by themselves of destroying the established institutions. The fact that 
they have not succeeded in arousing the slightest popular movement indicates that 
their audience remains relatively modest. Whatever their political sympathies, the 
Eghptians by nature are opposed to violence, as shown by a number of comments picked 
up in the course of meetings today [14 October]. 


A Discreet Purge of the Armed Forces 


However, the authorities fear a joining together of the opposition groups. While 

a discreet purge of the armed forces is going on, preventive arrests are taking 
place in all circles--from the extreme Left to the extreme Right. In the city of 
Cairo alone about 100 members or sympathizers with the clandestine communist party 
and the Progressive Assembly have been arrested. However, the repressive action 
taken affects above all the activists, real or alleged, of the Islamic organizations. 
If public rumors are to be believed, several hundred of them reportedly have been 
put in jail. 


On the other hand, no one has heard of the arrest of supporters of General Shazli. 
In the general law, the former chief of staff, now a refugee in Tripoli, has no or- 
ganization worthy of the name, and his influence is considered to be virtually nil. 
The support which he has in Libya does not seem to concern the leaders, who do not 
believe that Colonel Qadhdhafi has the intention of attacking Egypt or the Sudan. 


In support of this view it is stated that the Libyan Army, already involved in Chad, 
is much too small to become involved with the Egyptian and Sudanese forces which, by 
virtue of the military alliance which links the two countries, would respond jointly 
to aggression directed against either one or the other. By all appearances the 
statements made by General Nimeiri, who has been in Ciaro since the funeral of Pre- 
sident Sadat, are not taken seriously here and are even considered rather embarrass- 
ing (see our late editions of 14 October). The views of the Sudanese chief of state 
on the imminence of a Libyan invasion, the power which he attributes to Qadhdhafi to 
overthrow the governments in Khartoum and Cairo by subversion, the appeals which he 
has made in favor of a preventive war against Libya, are reported briefly by the 
Cairo newspapers on the inside pages and between quotation marks, which say a great 
deal about the reservations of the Egyptian leaders. 


The latter visibly do not want, at any price, to involve their army in adventures 
with an uncertain outcome, at a time when they must, as a matter of priority, con- 
solidate their domestic front. That does not mean that the Egyptians are insensi- 
tive to the dangerous situation in which the Sudanese government finds itself. 
Assailed by domestic problems, particularly in the economic and social fields, the 
Sudanese government is reportedly threatened with falling, according to American 
journalists who are coming back from Khartoum. Agriculture, for example, threatened 
to such a point that the production of cotton, the principal export commodity, is 

no more than half what it was 5 years ago. Famine, unemployment, inflation, and 
corruption contribute to inflate popular discontent dangerously. It is rather these 
factors than Libyan military pressures which led General Nimeiri to carry out, since 
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the beginning of this month, some 10,000 arrests of opposition members, or those 
suspected as such, among the Sudanese and the unemployed immigrants. 


Unless he is able to resolve the economic and social ills of the country, General 
Nimeiri, as much as the Egyptian leaders, puts his hopes in American military aid. 
The eventual fall of the Knartoum regime would not fail to have very serious reper- 
cussions on the stabiiity of the Egyptian Republic which, for evident geopolitical 
reasoas, depends on the stability of its southern neighbor. 


[16 Oct 81 p 7] 


[Text] Continuity or immobility? The brutal death of Anwar al-Sadat, it seems, has 
congealed Egypt. His successors, in the name of fidelity, proclaim their determina- 
tion piously to maintain the regime which he left to them. His successor as presi- 
dent continued in office on Thursday, 15 October, the cabinet which had submitted its 
resignation, as the Constitution requires. Hosni Mubarak has charged the cabinet 
with continuing the task which the late president had confided to it. 


The path chosen by the latter, both in foreign as well as domestic affairs, will 
remain unchanged, the new president states with insistence. Mubarak will have in 
his hands the wise powers of his predecessor. Having also refrained from appointing 
a prime minister, he will simultaneously exercise the functions of chief of state 
and of government, the supreme command of the armed forces, and the post of secretary 
general of tae Democratic National Party, which holds a large majority in Parliament. 
The absolute control which he will henceforth exercise over the legislative and 
executive branches; over the whole state apparatus and consequently the mass media; 
the advantage which his election ot the presidency with more than 98 percent of the 
votes, whether they were real or not, should normally have led him to apply a new 
face to the Egyptian Republic. 


Camp David Applied to the Letter 


Hosni Mubarak has decided otherwise. That at least is what emerges from the speech 
which he made Wednesday [14 October] in Parliament on the occasion of his investi- 
ture in office. As well as the economic system, the institutions of government, 
according to him, are functioning perfectly. "The dignity of the citizen, the free- 
dom of opinion and expression, the rule of law, equal for everyone, will be guaranteed 
as they were previously,” he stated by way of illustrating the "democracy" establish- 
ed by Anwar al-Sadat. Therefore, he will reportedly have no intention of abolishing 
any of the repressive laws--and they are numerous--which were enacted over the years. 
In the same way he proclaims economic liberalism, or “infitah" introduced after the 
death of Nasser. Even more, he "will broaden and consolidate" a system which 
"liberates the creative capacities of the individual" and which "will encourage Arab 
and foreign capital eyen more to participate in the development of the country in 
projects which have been given priority." The Egyptian bourgeoisie therefore has 
nothing to fear from the successor to Sadat, who had "liberated" it from the 
directed economy which held sway under Nasser. 


The foreign powers, with Israel and the United States in the Lead, have no reason 

to be disturbed over the death of the "champion of peace." Egypt, the new president 
stated in a categorical tone, will scrupulously respect its international commitments. 
Egypt will apply to the letter the Camp David accords and its peace treaty with 
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Israel, the foundations of the peace reached with the Jewish state, and that situa- 
tion will apply "before as well as after the total evacuation of the Sinai Peninsula." 
The United States, Mubarak added, will continue "to assume fully its role as a full 
partner" in the peace process. The latter will be continued harmoniously since, he 
stated, "We have received formal assurances that the withdrawal of the Israeli forces 
from the Sinai will be completed as provided for by 25 April 1982 at the latest." 


Regarding the Palestinians, the new president reiterated the view of his predecessor: 
Egypt has no intention of speaking in their name and even less of resolving their 
conflict with Israel. Egypt will continue the negotiations on the autonomy of the 
people of the West Bank and of the Gaza Strip, in order "to create a climate pro- 
pitious to the self-determination of the Palestinians," who alone are in a position 
to express themselves on their own future. 


Mubarak, contrary to Sadat, has avoided any arguments on this matter. He has avoid- 
ed crossing swords with the PLO, the USSR, or the other Arab countries, including 
Libya, which accuse Egypt of having "betrayed" the Palestinian cause. For that 
matter he has not outlined a desire to improve relations with "fraternal" countries. 


In the course of the interview he gave us, the minister of state charged with foreign 
affairs, Butrus Ghali, explained matters in these terms: "We will make no gestures 
toward the Arab world. It is the latter which needs us, and not the contrary. Three 
million of our citizens, emigrants, workers, technicians, and government officials 
are presently contributing to propelling the economy and administration of our 
neighbors. Our receipts, particularly from petroleum, free us from depending on 
their aid. If they want to break their isolation, they have only to come to us and 
accept the policy we have defined in sovereign terms. We will welcome them like 
prodigal children. Regarding the PLO, it has only to assume its proper responsi- 
bilities." Butrus Ghali refused to comment on the latest statements of Yasir Arafat, 
according to which his organization supports the Saudi peace plan and "peaceful co- 
existence” with the state of Israel. 


On the whole the speech of President Mubarak has made a good impression. - 
"small phrases" made with evident sincerity aroused the enthusiasm of the m nbers of 
Parliament. The latter applauded him vigorously when he stated that he would bring 
an end to corruption, nepotism, and the preoccupation with business, which contri- 
buted not a little to popular discontent under the reign of the late President Sadat. 
The accent he put on the "productive" character he intends to stamp on "infitah" 
leads one to think he does not confound economic liberalism and "unrestrained capi- 
talism,"’ which his predecessor had favored. 


One of the most significant passages in his speech concerns the lay opposition, to 
whom he "held out the hand of reconciliation." "We are all the sons of the same 
nation, the heir of a prestigious history, united for better or worse," he declared, 
before adding, “Every Etyptian should rise above differences and dislikes, hatreds 
and bitterness, to contribute to the well-being of all of the national community." 
For his part, he stated, he would make no distinction between supporters and adver- 
saries, all Egyptians of good will being equal in his eyes. 


Is this appeal to national unity only a form of rhetoric, aimed at calming things 
down, or does it mean a beginning which could lead to a compromise? Is Mubarak 

going to engage in a real dialogue with the critics of the regime? If that is the 
case, he should liberate the leaders of the opposition arrested on 3 September and 
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change the policy he has just presented. That would then be "dynamic continuity," 
another formula used in his speech. 


Mubarak, on the contrary, has adopted a tone of extreme firmness regarding the Is- 
lamic activists responsible for the terrorism which cost the life of former Presi- 
dent Sadat. Without designating them by name, he committed himself to "strike piti- 
lessly at those who play with fire," in accordance with the laws in force and the 
legislation on the state of urgency which Parliament hastened to approve. "None 

of those who entered on the path of crime and treason will escape punishment," he 
stated. A decree promulgated a few hours earlier provided for heavy sentences of 
forced labor for those who would shelter terrorists, who would help them in any way, 
or who would fail to denounce to the police any person suspected not only of "threa- 
tening security," but also of "damaging national unity." This last provision could 
be applied to lay opposition elements innocent of any act of terrorism. 


The Egyptian Left--notably those supporting the tradition of Nasser--has reacted 
unfavorably to the decision of the government to receive the two American AWACS 
aircraft which, in their eyes, increases the dependence of the country on the United 
States while strengthening the military presence of "American imperialism" in the 
region. This action, the pregressives say, is not justified in any way, since it 
would be nonsense to think that the very small Libyan Army could invade Egypt or 

the Sudan. The minister of state, Butrus Ghali, agrees with this but justifies 

the presence of the AWACS aircraft in Egyptian air space by commenting, "Symbols, 
you know, are not useless.... In the case in point the aircraft will at least have 
the merit of discouraging any inclination toward subversion. 
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EGYPT 


VARIOUS ASPECTS OF NASIRIST OPPOSITION TO AL-SADAT REVIEWED 
Londo» AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 75, 18-24 Jul 81 pp 30-32 


/Article by ‘Imad-al-Din Adib: "A Special Comprehensive Investigation That Tells 
the Story of the Opposition in Egypt: Final Instalment--How Does al-Sadat Deal 
with the Nasirists?" 


/Text/ Who are the Nasirists? What remains of '‘Abd-al-Nasir's achievements in 
Egypt? Is there actually a strong political current that calls itself "Nasirist” 
in the detachments of the Egyptian opposition? 


It is clear that President al-Sadat does not want to recognize this current, be- 
cause recognizing its existence means recognizing the contradiction between the 
late president's regime and that of the present one. Therefore President al-Sadat 
does not call them Nasirists; rather, he calls them "people who don the shirt of 
'Abd-al-Nasir with financing from Moscow and Col al-Qadhdhafi." 


While one senior observer of Nasirist thinking in Egypt during the life of the 
late president and after his death, Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, recently admitted 
the mistakes of the Nasirist experiment, Haykal also says that Nasirism, and ‘Abd- 
al-Nasir's generation, "are the strongest unorganized current on the Egyptian 
streets today." 


Although President al-Sadat does not want this current to grow, proceeding from 
the premise that it appears to be in contradiction with the philosophy of the cur- 
rent regime, "because there is no president today except the president of the day, 
not the president of yesterday," President al-Sadat twice_intervened to stop ob- 
vious attacks on President ‘Abd-al-Nasir and his family, /once/ when Mr Jalal al- 
Hamamist produced his book "A Dialogue behind the Walls" and then when Eng ‘Uthman 
Ahmad 'Uthman wrote his book "My Experience." Both books talked about financial 
violations committed by the late president and his family but their veracity has 
not been proved. 


One informed source says that al-Sadat does not want to establish the tradition 
of attacking leaders who have died in Egypt. 


It is apparent that those who are called Nasirists compose three distinct wings: 
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The current of the Nasirist left which is assembled under the banner of the Group- 
ing Party. This is the one which, in its interpretations of the charter, approaches 
Marxist interpretations, with some specific differences with marxism itself. It 
also believes that the road to political action can be traveled through the current 
experiment of parties, under the banner of a coalition or a grouping, like the 
National Progressive Unionist Grouping they belong to. 


The Nasirist left current which refuses to join the Grouping Party, believing that 
the Nasirist current must have its own special Nasirist party based on the think- 
ing of the National Charter and the 30 March Declaration. This current has broad 
bases among the young, the educated generation and young people in the universities. 


An intangible current which benefited from the experiment of ‘Abd-al-Nasir, con- 
sisting of small peasants who acquired land, skilled workers, low-echelon bureau- 
crats and some people in the armed forces. All of these p- ple were influenced 
by the experiment and the personality of President 'Abd-al-~Nasir for reasons of 
interests or sympathy, but do not pursue organized political activities. 


What active Nasirists themselves assert is that as soon es President al-Sadat an- 
nounced the establishment of parties in 1976, a broad segment of people from these 
currents decided to form a bloc and present an application to found a party, but 
President al-Sadat rejected the idea completely, on grounds that he rejected the 
presence of an independent current calling itself Nasirist. He stated "If they 
want to play a political role they will have to join Khalid Muhyi-al-Din's party." 


One of the most conspicuous things that could be said about them is that they are 
well-known Nasirist leaders--'Abd-al-Salam al-Zayyat, Sabri Mubdi, Kamal Ahmad, 

Ahmad Farghali, Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, "Abdallah Imam, Hasanayn Karum, Muhammad 
Salmawi, Amin Huwaydi, Sha'rawi Jum'ah and Sami Sharaf. However, the "15 May Group," 
which President al-Sadat did away with, cannot exercise any political role, in ac- 
cordance with the 1978 referendum on the protection of the domestic front, because 
they, as the referendum considers, corrupted political life. 


Among the most prominent young Nasirist leaders is Sadiq Sabahi, chairman of the 
Federation of Students of Cairo University in 1974 and 1975, a graduate in the 
media, who has not received a journalistic position in any official press organiza- 
tion because of his political position and was arrested at the end of 1980 for a 
number of weeks on the charge of establishing a Nasirist organization--the first 
time a citizen had been arrested on that kind of charge in Egypt. 


Sabahi says "Nasirism is a revolutionary theory for changing the Arab situation, 

including Egypt." I asked Sabahi, "Are the slogans of Nasirism from the days of 

'Abd-al-Nasir in step with the current period?" He said,''*Abd-al-Nasir's experi- 
ment was connected to national and domestic values, liberation, socialism, social 
justice and the victory of the rights of the poor." 


I asked him, "Are these slogans still exposed to danger nowadays?" He replied, 
"Certainly, these slogans are faced with danger in Egypt now." 
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On the numbers of Nasirists on the Egyptian streets, Sabahi said, "There is a 

broad distribution of Nasirists in the broad sense of the word, that is, people who 
worked closely with Nasir's experiment, or with him as a historic symbol. In the 
events of 18 and 19 January 1977, some pictures and cries were raised for ‘Abd-al- 
Nasir." He went on, "However, in the government institutions their presence is 
almost nonexistent. There is not a single Nasirist member in the People's As- 
sembly.'' Concerning the errors of the Nasirist experiment, he said, "‘Abd-al-Nasir 
died while his goals and his experiment were still pending. We are not against the 
goals, but we must evaluate the positive and negative aspects of his experiment. 
The mistake of 'Abd-al-Nasir's experiment was his failure to establish a popular 
organization in the proper manner. One can attribute this mistake to the fact that 
'Abd-al-Nasir built his organization while he was at the peak of power." 


Sabahi (who speaks for a large current of young Nasirists who have not joined the 
Nasirist wing of the leftist National Progressive grouping) believes “our only 
place is in establishing an independent Nasirist organization." 


While Nasirism, in the time of ‘'Abd-al-Nasir, faced the problem of establishing a 
popular organization and of becoming acquainted with the pulse of the Egyptian man 
on the street, this problem has increased in severity and difficulty, now that 
"the leader" has been gone more than ll years. 


This is the challenge facing Nasirism and the Nasirists. 
Household Opposition 


"There are people who are in opposition from their homes."' Thus an American pro- 
fessor of political science began addressing me. The people who are in opposition 
from their homes are those who do not go down into the Egyptian streets. These 
people, in Egypt, are concentrated in a front of old politicians who lost their 
official 23 July 1952 positions, having been a basic part of the political regime, 
through resignation or dismissal. 


You can set them down in a list: members of the former Revolutionary Command 
Council, some former ministers, members of the secret vanguard organization in 
"Abd-al-Nasir's era, al-Sadat's men whom he dismissed. 


Those who resigned are few in number. Heading them are Mr Isma'il Fahmi and 
Mr Ibrahim Kamil. 


In the past 3 years they have often signed statements of opposition to Camp David, 
the peace agreement or the piping of Nile water to Israel, Mr Muhammad Ibrahim 
Kamil has kept silent since he resigned in opposition to the results produced by 
the Camp David agreements. Isma‘il Fahmi remains one of the few voices that have 
made a sharp turn away from their previous positions in the regime. His voice of 
opposition has become loud. He has started writing his weekly article in the news- 
paper AL-SHA'B, Fahmi, engineer of the policy of Egyptian-American rapprochement, 
has become the prime critic of America's policy in Egypt and the region. 











Fahmi believes "America has not understood the region; therefore it must pay the 
price for its mistakes." 


The remaining opposition is the household opposition, which follows a policy of 
"sive us a statement of rejection for us to sign." It is an aristocratic opposi- 
tion which has not descended to the Egyptian streets to address the people on then, 
does not know what the man in the street wants, but is an opposition composed of 
intellectuals with large incomes. 


The only winning card in this opposition's hand is that it is an opposition of 
"stars and famous people," meaning names like Kamal-al-Din Husayn, ‘Abd-al-Latif 
Bughdadi, ‘Aziz Sidqi or Sidqi Sulayman. These are names that are well known on 
the Egyptian streets; they are like international movie stars who the producer 
knows have ceased to be good at acting but whose help he needs in the promotion 
process. 


A question: will the objective circumstances arise in which the popular opposition 
will seek the help of one of them, in order to benefit from his status as a star? 


Mansur Hasan 
Who is Mansur Hasan? 


Some people talk about this man in Egypt with the greatest amazement, since he 
represents the current of "enlightenment" in the regime in Egypt. One person 

close to him says, "Mansur Hassan's crisis lies not in the fact that he is minister 
for presidency affairs, or minister of culture and media affairs, but in the fact 
that he must be a democratic facade for a political regime facing difficulties with 
its democratic experiment." 


Mansur Hasan's role, as far as the opposition goes, was and still is that of the 
last and only bridge of contact with President al-Sadat. 


Thus Mansur Hasan's continued performance of his role has become based oa an in- 
ternally contradictory equation: "The president is happy with him when he is able 
to reduce the status of his opposition, and the opposition is happy when he is 
able to seize rights for it from the political regime." 


Complicating Mansur Hasan's task is the fact that he is fighting the group of al- 
Sadat's men from within. This group is extensive and does not believe in any 
dialogue with the opposition, but believes that the best method for governing is 
"to control and dominate the behavior of the opposition at any price." 


But is Mansur Hasan himself in the opposition? 


Within himself, he knows the mistakes of the regime and thus can solve them. But 
at the same time he is "pragmatic," believing in what is realistic and believing 
that it is better to make change from inside power than to have it done from out- 
side, since historic circumstances in Egypt do not permit the risk of mounting 
opposition from outside. 
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So what does this rich young man, graduate of British schools and American col- 
leges, do? 


Mansur has managed to establish an institute to form young ruling party staffs who 
are quietly being trained to be reared as the closest thing to a vanguard organi- 

zation or select group of ruling party leaders, able to deal with the masses with 

awareness and understanding. 


One opposition leader says that Mansur Hasan's real place is not at the seat of 
power but at the seat of opposition and that he has chosen the wrong seat. Many 
pedple who know the inner workings of the power game in Egypt know that the like- 
lihood that Mansur Hasan's current will win a victory in imposing a current of 
political liberalism is slight. 


The Current of Self-Denial 


There is a current of self-denial in Egyptian political life which rejects and 
withdraws from everything in power or opposition, adopting the slogan of despair-- 
"nothing is important." This current is in retreat from the official left, the 
opposition Labor Party, the Moslem Brothers, the Nasirists, the independents and 
the men of the household opposition because it simply believes that they are not 
part of an opposition. 


This current exists inside all the detachments of the Egyptian opposition. The 
rejectionist current demands that these groups move toward the man in the street 
to take him by the hand and change the shape of the regime. 


These currents’ excuses come from the leaders of all opposition groups, from the 
Brothers to the communists: (‘We must not solicit a clash with the security forces, 
because the authorities are stronger than we are." 


The rejectionist current says: "The authorities are always stronger. The authori- 
ties can be weakened only by being resisted. Rights are seized only by fighting 
for them. Change comes only through fighting reserves, not through material re- 
serves in banks." 


Complicating the situation is the fact that the opposition leaders in all opposi- 
tion detachments are from the old guard who had a relationship with the experience 
of 23 July, or who had links to it in one way or another. 


Where, then, does the Egyptian man in the street lie in all this? The Egyptian 
man in the street has his own law on following up, observing, feeling pain, show- 
ing patience and waiting for the momentum of events and positions to get to the 
point where the moment comes which is unexpected and unawaited by everyone, when 
he goes out into the street to say his piece. However, the Egyptian man in the 
street nowadays is following the men in power and the nen in opposition with great 
astonishment, amazement and biting Egyptian sarcasm. Tie man in the street does 
not believe any of the regime's promises or the opposition's criticisms. 
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If the goal of the regime, any regime, in attaining stability is to move the polit- 
ical man in the street to its advantage, and if the goal of the opposition, any op- 
position, is to move the man in the political street to its advantage against the 
regime, it is clear that the regime and the opposition in Egypt are both suffering 
from a dual crisis of different dimensions. Neither of them is able to move the 
man in the street to its advantage. The majority of the current of intellectuals, 
in the form of writers, journalists and artists, stands in an unenviable position; 
this current has either to emerge as one which justifies the position of the ruling 
authorities and tries to sell it to public opinion, or to philosophize about the 
negativism and sterility of the opposition in moving the man in the street to its 
advantage under the slogan of "realizing the historic circumstance, grasping capa- 
bilities, and failing to clash with the authorities lest we lose our legitimacy." 
The latter segment of this current stands in a position of exile--in foreign exile, 
working in Arab or European capitals, or in domestic exile, that is, living in 
Egypt in a state of intellectual bewilderment, unable to undertake any creative 
intellectual or artistic activity. 


So where does all this lead the political experiment in Egypt? 


Like modern French movies, with the most likely ending "open and subject to any 
eventuality?" 


What this report confirms is that change is coming--change in the sense that Egypt 
will regain its "missing personality," as leader of the movement of development, 
liberation and Arab nationalism in the Arab and Third World, whether this change 
is within the regime or outside it. But where, when, how and at what price? 


These questions will be decided by two factors: 


1. The form in which the regime and the opposition shed their crisis of being un- 
able to understand the pulse of the Egyptian man in the street. 


2. When the Egyptian man in the street ceases his peculiar policy of following up 
on events from the position of observing what is going on now and what can happen 
in the future. 


However, change is coming--there is no way out of it. 
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EGYPT 


ACTIVITIES OF VARIOUS HARD-LINE ISLAMIC GROUPS REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 7 Sep 81 p 9 


/Article: “Activities of the Dissolved Religious Groups: The Group for Promotion 
of Virtue Struck at Citizens in Hulwan!!/ 


/Text/ The activities of the Group for the Promotion of Virtue, which was formed by 
Shaykh Yusuf Sadiq al-Badri, who engages in givine sermons, are concentrated in 

the Suq al-Akhirah Mosque in ‘Ayn Hulwan, whose personnel were chosen from among 
extremist youths. 


It was formed by Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri, who engages in giving sermons in the Suq 
al-Akhirah Mosque in ‘Ayn Hulwan, and it chose its personnel from extremist young 
people. 


It concentrates its thinking in confronting everything that the members of the 
society consider to be in violation of God's law and the sayings ami doings of the 
prophet--purely from their viewpoint--in a style that relies on the commission of 
violence and on the methods they specify, among the most conspicuous of which are 
meddling w:.th citizens and residents and attacking them physically on public thor- 
oughfares or in their gathering places. 


Among the most conspicuous events and incidents that the chief and personnel of 
the group committed recently were: 


Acting provocatively with citizens who frequent the parks in Hulwan, striking them 
and asking them to leave. When they did not respond to them, they set upon them 
with blows. On 30 July 1981 members of the group and citizens threw rocks back 

and forth at one another as a consequence of citizens' reaction against the attempt 
to compel them to leave the park and interfere in their personal freedom in this 
manner. 


Following techniques of provocation, casting doubt, causing trouble and incitement 
in sermons and gatherings which take place in the Suq al-Akhirah Mosque, attempting 
to storm the masses in parades and demonstrations after repeating all types of 
slogans on events of a factional nature, such as the events in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra’, 
and, in the name of the society, distributing opposition pamphlets which contain 
notions and ideas on these tendencies. 
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Preparing a declaration titled "The Islamic Society To Purify Food and Drugs," 
which contains an appeal to Moslems to boycott certain food and drugs the govern- 
ment produces, on the pretext that pork is involved in their preparation. 


Following an investigation into the leadership personnel of this group based on 
permission from the office of the public prosecutor, 4 large amount of various pub- 
lications was discovered in their possession provoking the masses to act against 
the regime or carry out acts of violence and destruction, in order to exploit fac- 
tional disputes. In addition, some Islamic Liberation Party publications were dis- 
covered; that party is known for following techniques of violence and establishing 
a position for itself outside the country. Numerous attempts on its part to infil- 
trate into the country had previously been discovered. 


The Principles of Taha al-Samawi's Group and the Ideas It Calls for 


Renouncing the society, rulers and ruled alike, on grounds that it is an infidel, 
pre-Islamic society which must be eliminated. 


Committing oneself to the principle of blind obedience to the commander of the 
group under all the circumstances the group passes through. 


Pledging fealty to the commander of the group as_a necessary condition for joining 
it, considering the group to be the only /proper/ one, and not obeying anyone out- 
side it, on grounds that he is an infidel who must not be obeyed. 


Rejecting terrestrial laws and the system of adjudication before the courts, on 
grounds that they are pre-Islamic and govern in contradiction to God's revelations. 


Committing oneself to the sayings and doings of the commander of the group and not 
committing oneself to any of the four creeds of interpretation. 


Prohibiting working in the government and the public sector and prohibiting earn- 
ing money from this work. 


Prohibiting the establishment of graves and mausoleums and working to eliminate 
them. 


Prohibiting prayer in the mosques which the government establishes, prohibiting 
following the imams in prayer in these mosques, and working to erect special 
mosques for the group in which to pray. 


The Renunciation and Atonement Group 
The activities of the adherents of the group are concentrated in most governates, 
especially the Governorates of Cairo, al-Jizah, al-Sharqiyah, al-Daqahliyah, al- 


Fayyum, al-Isma'iliyah, aleMinya, al-Gharbiyah, Alexandria, Port Said and 
Shubra al-Khaymah. 
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The growth, thinking, and development of movement of the group: 


This group was formed by Shukri Ahmad Mustafa, who was previously arrested with 
members of the Society of the Brothers in 1965, in the wake of his release in 1971, 
when he tried to propagate extremist religious ideas among his relatives and people 
he mixed with in the Governorate of Asyut. He actually managed to win some of them 
over. In this stage, his movement was restricted to the intellectual arena. 


Radical development in Shukri Ahmad Mustafa's thinking and action, and in the group 
that he managed to win over to his thinking, appeared in 1973 when the cornerstone 

of the Repentance and Atonement Group was laid as an extremist religious organiza- 

tion concentrating on the two following focal points: 


A. The Intellectual Focus 


A group of religious notions crystallized in Shukri Ahmad Mustafa's mind, revolv- 
ing about in the firmament of al-Qutb's extremist thinking, alongside additional 
ideas which he innovated. His religious concepts concentrate on the following 
pillars: 


Sovereignty: in its meaning which is based on ruling by what God has revealed and 
rejecting terrestrial laws. 


Pre-Islamic society: considering that contemporary societies live in the pre- 
Islamic era, the al-Jahiliyah, and therefore are infidel societies in terms of 
rulers and ruled. 


Organization: this is represented by the need to establish a Moslem group confront- 
ing pre-Islamic society and imposing Islamic rule, 


Withdrawal: separating the Islamic group from pre-Islamic society. 


tolence: belief in the inevitability of a clash with and elimination of infidel 
society. 


Atonement: alienating oneself of necessity from existing society and seeking 
refuge in hills and caves in order to form the core of an Islamic society and be- 
gin positive movement to confront existing society. 


Islamic conception: this is founded on the belief that existing societies will 
collapse and that Islam will be reborn at the hands of the devout elite that is 
represented by his society by the edge of the sword. 


Pausing and examining: refusing to settle on having a man satisfy the five pillars 
of Islam in order to be Moslem, and the inevitability of avoiding sin, lest he be 
considered a heathen. 


B. The Focus of Action 


Proceeding from this thinking, he created an organizational structure for the 
society, appointing himself its general commander, with the members of the groups 
committed to moving from inside this structure. 
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The society rented some apartments as secret headquarters in which to hold their 
organizational meetings. 


Movement to mobilize and attract the greatest possible number of young personnel, 
to form a base embracing the thinking of the society and believing in the organiza- 
tion's principles. 


Training members of the organization in the use of arms. 
Woiking to arm the organization by buying weapons. 


Pursuing the technique of violence and intellectual and physical terror, in accord- 
ance with a scheme the commander of the organization set out. 


The methods of confrontation and the measures adopted by the group developed with 
the development of its activity and the increase in its movement, as follows: 


In 1973, members of the organization were arrested in a cave in Jabal al-Minya, 
and some primitive weapons in their possession were seized. An investigation of 
them was made under the auspices of the state security prosecutor's office in 
Higher State Security Case 618 for 1973. The case was suspended as it was consid- 
ered best not to hand the defendants over for trial. They were released in 

early 1974. 


In 1976, physical Liquidation groups that were drawn up from members of the organi- 
zation were organized and carried out a number of operations, represented by ag- 
gression against some members who had split off in the Turah Cement and al-Mansurah 
areas (Rif'at Abu Dallal and ‘Imad Abu Dallal) and Alexandria (‘Abd-al-Salam Mustafa 
'Isa). An investigation was made of them in Higher State Security Court Case 984 
for 1976, and they were given suspended sentences until completion of the investi- 
gation into Military Security Case 6 for 1977. 


In 1977, the members of the organization kidnapped and killed the late Shaykh 
Muhammad al-Dhahabi. The members of the organization were seized in Military State 
Security Case 6 for 1977, and the remaining members of the group were arrested in 
Military State Security Case 7 for 1977. The death sentence was handed down against 
the commander of the organization, Shukri Ahmad Mustafa, and four leaders. In ad - 
dition, there were some other sentences which ranged from hard labor for life to 

3 years' imprisonment for the other defendants. 


The Islamic Groups 


The Islamic groups: their members' activity has been extensive in two areas inside 
and outside the societies, and includes the following forms: 


Holding Marches 
Members of the Islamic society have held marches inside their faculties and have 


tried to bring them out onto the public streets. The security forces opposed them 
and prevented them from doing so (the Alexandria group). The Islamic group in 
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Cairo University also organized a march in which it repeated some religious slogans 
and shouted cries of hostility against the university administration, demanding 
that periodic examinations in the faculties be prohibited. 


Some members of the Islamic group in the University of Asyut held a march in which 
they repeated Islamic cries in protest against the submission of some of their col- 
leagues to disciplinary councils for violations they committed against the uni- 
versity regulations such as aggression against their student colleagues. 

The Method of Violence 


Some personnel in the Islamic group have pursued the technique of violence in their 
activity, in the following fashion: 


Assaulting their fellow students, in the Universities of Alexandria, Cairo, al- 
Minya, Asyut and Hulwan. 


Using knives and sharp instruments in some acts of aggression inside and outside 
the university and committing aggression against university security men belonging 
to the university, in the Universities of Alexandria, al-Minya and Asyut. 
Declarations and Wall Posters 

The personnel in the Islamic groups in the Universities of Alexandria, Cairo, al- 
Minya and Asyut worked diligently to issue declarations and put up wall posters, 
including the following: 

Distributing a declaration titled "Bullets Also in the University of Asyut," which 
contained a summary of events in the University of Asyut and provoked students to 
move to back their colleagues in the University of Asyut by making exaggerated and 
provocative statements and false publicity. 

Attacking the Christian religion. 


Attacking the political leadership in the country on the charge that it had ignored 
Arab causes. 


Condemning the notion of establishing a complex of religions. 

Attacking the normalization of relations. 

Pointing out that the Islamic groups in al-Minya faced repression by officials. 
Demanding that the university security force be eliminated. 

Preventing the Holding of Gatherings in the University 


Members of the Islamic group in various universities tried to prevent the holding 
of recreational and cultural gatherings inside the university, as follows: 
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Protesting the holding of a celebration organized by a family in the Faculty of 
Commerce at al-Zaqaziq University. 


In addition, 150 mem>ers of the Islamic groups in the University of al-Minya gath- 
ered at the Faculty of Education building adjacent to the university theater to 
prevent the holding of a performance organized by a student family. 


Provoking Students Not To Take Food in the University Villages 


Some members of the Islamic group provoked students residing in the University vil- 
lages not to consume imported chicken, on the charge that it was slaughtered in 

an improper manner. This was in the Universities of Alexandria, Cairo, and the ” 
Canal (Suez). 


Violations against Christians 


Calling for holy war to establish an Islamic state, and considering the failure to 
commit oneself to it to be heresy. 


Reliance in interpretation on /words missing/ or their professors or the attempt 
to shut down classes. 


Condemning the war between [ran and Iraq. 
Condemning the piping of Nile water to Israel. 
The violations on the part of Christians are focussed on: 


The determination by some churches to ring their bells and hold religious services 
at the same time as the holding of prayers in mosques, especially the Friday prayer. 


Attempts to take over land owned by the government and other parties ir. order to 
erect places of worship, carry out modifications on them or perform religious ser- 
vices without permit. 


The performance by some Christian students of aggression against their colleagues. 


Performance of proselytization activities, secretly or openly, issuing numerous 
pamphlets that contain distorted verses and preparation of tape recordings contain- 
ing stories aimed at proselytization. 


Using the two Christian newspapers WATANI and AL-KARAZAH for provocative goals by 
publishing articles referring to the oppression of Copts and the fanaticism of Mos- 
lems and disseminating factional and fanatical allegations. 


Contacting Christian personnel abroad and supplying them with incorrect data and 
incidents for publication abroad, defaming Egypt's reputation, and dealing with 
and internally propagating publications received from them. 


Attempting to import a factional coloring to ordinary individual disputes and in- 
cidents, working to escalate and exploit them, and propagating rumors in order to 
increase the severity of tension among the Moslem and Christian people of Egypt. 
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EGYPT 


LEFTIST JOURNAL REVIEWS CAREERS OF THREE DETAINEES 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 23 Sep 81 p 11 


/Article by "Abd-al-Qadir Yasin: "Three Examples of Detentions by al-Sadat's 
regime" / 


/Text/ In the following lines, ‘Abd-al-Qadir Yasin will try to introduce three 
personalities of different natures whom President Anwar al-Sadat has put in prison 
in his campaign that has resulted in the arrest of hundreds of Egyptian opposition 
leaders and staffs. 


Ahmad Taha 


I still remember your slender dark frame, looking as if it had come out from under 
the hammer and anvil of time. 


I met you for the first time in the al-Mahariq Prison in the Oases of al-Kharijah, 
in the Western Desert of Egypt--at the end of August 1960, to be precise; the day 
after the assassination of Hazza' al-Majali. As soon as I lay eyes upon you, a 
picture of Mahatma Gandhi leapt to my imagination. However, you had no spinning 
wheel or spindle; where could you get a spinning wheel or spindle, having been put 
in prison for years, taking three meals at one "crack," waiting the arrival of the 
three meals the next day, all this at the expense of your health and the reserves 
of flesh and blood in your body, making you look like mere skin on bone? 


That day, we went to the military prison in al-'Abbasiyah, one of the outskirts of 
Cairo, where stands the unit of Arab blood and destiny, the prison where history 
books had long informed us Sa'd Zaghlul spent a few weeks--by orders of the British 
occupation authorities, of course. 


In spite of your worn-out body and ailing heart, you had long taken part in soccer 
matches held between teams in the blocks of the mournful prison. 


Perhaps you were the first person whose life was summarized on a Central Intelli- 
gence card, as you liked to call the forms you filled out on the biographies of 
comrades. 


Excuse me if the card is lost; it remained in Gaza with other comrades’ cards. 
However, the information remains in my memory. 
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I learned from you, that you failed to complete your education and joined the well- 
known Egyptian communist organization "Egyptian National Liberation Movement" in 
1944, before reaching 20 years of age. You continued to marck with that organiza- 
tion until it merged into another communist organization, Iskra, and the new organ- 
ization bore the name of "Democratic National Liberation Movement"--known, however, 
by its acronym Haditu. 


At the same time, you became immersed in the trade union movement, since you worked 
.. *he Telecommunications Department. You were prominent in trade union and polit- 
lus activity alike. This brought you membership in Haditu's central committee and 
from there in the concentration camps of Mahmud Fahmi al-Nugrashi, prime minister 
of Egypt in the Late forties--concentration camps that devoured Egyptian communists 
and democrats on the pretext of protecting the Egyptian army's rear in its military 
invasion of Palestine. It was necessary to detain and imprison you at that time, 
so that the conspiracy could be consummated in silence. 


From concentration camp, you emerged into a political battle that you did not care 
at all about, since the remaining members of Haditu's central committee held a 
meeting in which they assigned themselves various sectors. Your share was the sec- 
tor of workers and the trade union movement, along with your comrade Muhammad Shata. 
In just 2 years the size of Haditu leapt from eight central committee members, the 
total that met when they were released, to about 8,000 members in early 1952, dis- 
seminated among circles of workers, students, intellectuals and the army. 


Taha and his comrades made use of the liberal atmosphere that surrounded the 
country in the era of the Wafd government. The trade union movement also made use 
of the fierce national uprising in the wake of al-Nahhas' fall 1951, declaration 
of the abrogation of the 1936 treaty with Britain, reawakening the movement of the 
masses and unleashing a real guerrilla war against the British forces stationed in 
the Suez Canal. The position of the king and his regime lay at the mercy of the 
devil, and their awesome image began to collapse, following the scandal of the af- 
fairs of this king, who had colluded with Britain. Because of the liberalism and 
national resurgence, the trade union movement managed to prepare to announce a gen~ 
eral federation of workers for the nation of Egypt. However, the king second- 
guessed the Egyptian national movement with the Cairo five of 26 January 1952, us- 
ing this fire as an excuse to proclaim martial law and arrest active elements from 
the far right to the far left, in a manner we have been reminded of by the blow 
al-Sadat recently delivered against domestic opposition forces. 


The founding conference of the general federation of workers for the nation of 
Egypt was to meet that day. However, the king's blow thwarted all preparations-- 
preparations Taha and his comrades had moved toward through his position as secre- 
tary general of this federation's preparatory committee. 


Naturally, Taha would be put in prison. However, the night Faruq brought his cur- 
tain down over Egypt did not last more than 6 months, since a constellation of 
Egyptian nationalist officers and soldiers shredded this curtain at dawn on 23 July 
of that year in a military coup which rapidly turned into a people's revolution. 


The revolution did not forget that Ahmad Taha was the brother of a member of the 
Free Officers' Movement, the late 'Abd-al-Qadir Taha, who had previously been 
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assassinated by Faruq's Iron Guard, in which Anwar al-Sadat had worked for a 
number of years: 


A few weeks after the revolution burst forth, most of the detainees were released. 
The release included Ahmad Taha, who had become a member of Haditu's political 
bureau. After the honeymoon between Haditu and the Revolutionary Command Council, 
animosity and conflict took the place of concord and alliance between them. Taha 
was put in prison with the other members of Haditu's central committee. The court 
ruled that he was to be imprisoned for 8 full-month years. (Although the prison 
year is just 9 months, the tyrant Isma'il Sidqi excluded communists from this re- 
duction, and kept the 12-month year in the case of communists in prison; Sidqi's 
law is still in effect to this day in Egypt. 


Taha wasted no time. In prison in al-Mahariq, he proceeded to_read and drink deep- 
ly of marxist culture, cutting it with the sword of /illegible/. 


There came the summer of 1955, when 'Abd-al-Nasir began to implant the /illegible/ 
of progressive transformation in his foreign policy, breaking the arms monopoly by 
concluding the arms transaction with the socialist camp, then launching his major 
blows against the international monopolies when he nationalized the Suez Canal 
(July 1956). That is the nationalization which the governments of Britain and 
France used as justification to launch their aggression against Egypt in the fall 
of 1956, after prompting Israel to attack Egypt a few days before; there then oc- 
curred the tripartite aggression and its well-known defeat. 


However, the communist-Nasirist alliance did not last long. It was damaged by the 
mere declaration of the Egyptian-Syrian union (February 1958), when the communists 
demanded that Syrian democracy be applied to Egypt while the Nasirists demanded 
that Syria be subject to the situation prevalent in Egypt, to dissolution of all 
political parties, which would be replaced by the "National Federation," the con- 
fiscation of newspapers, and retention of the government papers. Then came the 

14 July 1958 democratic revolution in Iraq, pouring oil on the fire of the commun- 
ist-Nasirist dispute and pushing this peripheral dispute to the surface. The years 
1959, 1960 and 1961 witnessed grievous struggles between the two parties which re- 
sulted in the delivery of harsh blows against both. 


Naturally, the prisons and concentration camps of Egypt and Syria became filled 
with communists, and the regime acquired the ill repute that Nuri al-Sa'id had pre- 
viously earned in Iraq in the early fifties. Egyptian security agencies started 

to demand that everyone whose prison term was ending denounce communism, and when 
these agencies failed to force someone to do so they would settle for a commitment 
from him not to engage in politics. When the turn of the subject of this article . 
fell due, in 1962, he of course did not desecrate his fighting legacy, and rejected 
both options together, prompting the security agencies to move him from prison to 
concentration camp, The camps entailed great losses of privileges which people in 
prisons had enjoyed, privileges no one notices unless he is deprived of them. 

When Taha was moved to a concentration camp he lost his shoes, engaged in hard 
labor in the mountains from 0800 hours in the morning to 1400 hours in the afternoon 
every day, and was prevented from reading letters from his wife and children as 
stipulated by a republican decree issued in 1957. 
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After he left prison, our subject came to Cairo, his bony frame covered with a 
little skin; he met his wife, who had reached old age early, and his children, who 
had long suffered from the loss of their father and the joy of childhood. However, 
what consoled him was the fact that what he had struggled and sacrificed to bring 
about had begun to happen, at the hands of the late leader Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir: a 
limit of 50 feddans was imposed on ownership of farmland, the public sector became 
the dominant feature of the economy, there were not insubstantial economic and 
political gains for workers and peasants. It is true that this positive aspect 
was Lacking in permanence because of the absence of political democracy and empha- 
sis on the individual formulator of political decisions, not on 4 political organ- 
ization, and lastly on reliance on creating enthusiasm by the various media rather 
than mobilizing, enlightening and organizing the masses of the people. 


Four months after the release of the communists, 'Abd-al-Nasir made fundamental 
changes in the editorial boards of Egyptian newspapers. Khalid Muhyi-al-Din as- 
sumed the chairmanship of the board of the Akhbar al-Yawm Publishing House, as well 
as the position of editor in chief of the weekly /sic/ paper that bears the same 
name; along with Muhyi-al-Din a constellation of communist journalists came in, 
including Ahmad Taha, Rif‘at Sa‘id, ‘Ali al-Shalaqani, Widad ‘Aziz, William Ishaq, 
Nabil Zaki, Sa'd al-Ta’ih, Salah Hafiz, Sa'id ‘Arif, Samir Tadrus, Mustafa Tibah, 
Majdi Fahmi and Muhammad Sid Ahmad. The communists dominated the daily newspaper 
AL-AKHBAR, the weekly magazine AKHIR SA‘AH and the monthly KITAB AL-YAWM, all per- 
iodicals issued by AKHBAR AL-YAWM. 


Ahmad Taha got in contact with the fledgling Federation of Workers of Palestine 

and took it by the hand in its early stages alongside its secretary general, Husni 
Salih al-Khafash. I still remember Taha asking me about sources and books on the 
Palestinian working class, at the end of 1968, and, when I replied that we did not 
have any such books, answering me most tersely, "Aren't you ashamed?" I took the 
rebuke and concealed my embarrassment, but replied to this combative intellectual 
provocation by starting to prepare a book on the history of our working class which 
came’ out last year. 


The conference of the Federation of Palestinian Workers was held in the summer of 
1969 and produced a new workers’ union leadership. Ahmad Taha left his position 
(I do not know if he was dismissed), then al-Khafash was dismissed and was dealt 
with rather disloyally, being compelled to work as a functionary in the Federation 
of Arab Workers. Taha moved on to a new combative position in the Shubra section, 
nominating himself in the same year for the National Assembly from that district. 
He won his seat and was re-elected to the 1971 and 1979 sessions, winning with an 
overwhelming majority; the security agencies failed to falsify the elections in 
his district. 


In 1978, Taha joined the Wafd, the most popular party, one with a deep-rooted 
national legacy. Our subject was among the 15 delegates who opposed the two Camp 
David agreements, gaining al-Sadat's persecution, At the time (1979) the elections 
were being falsified against these delegates, four of whom were expelled from the 
People's Assembly--Sheykh 'Ashur,Abu-al-'Izz al-Hariri, ‘Abd-al-Fattah Hasan and 
Kamal-al-Din Husayn. Taha received a felony charge which the Egyptian security 
agencies trumped up :gainst him in an attempt to besmirch his reputation, and the 
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elections took place while Taha was in prison. Nonetheless, he won, although the 
Egyptian government refused to accept the results. After the elections were over 

he was released, the public prosecutor's office dropped the charges against him, 

and he hastened to file a case against al-Sadat's government, claiming entit lement 

to the People's Assembly seat for the district of Shubra. On 23 August 1980, Taha 
sent a copy of the judgment handed down by the court of cassation to the office of 
the chairman of the People's Assembly, which ruled that Taha had won the 1979 parlia- 
mentary election. 


When he returned recently from the Soviet Union, where an operation had been per- 
formed on his exhausted heart, al-Sadat's myrmidons were waiting for hin, and today 
he stands proud, with his comrades of all Egyptian patriotic tendencies, behind 
bars, scaring al-Sadat, for history stands by his side. 


Fathi Radwan 


From under the cloak of “total independence or violent death" emerged Fathi Radwan, 
a rigid patriotic uncompromising fighting man. Our subject was known as a member 
of the radical wing within the National Party Mustafa Kamil founded in Egypt at the 
start of this century. It goes without saying that the National Party was the pro- 
ponent of the ironclad slogan mentioned above. 


The young lawyer Fathi Radwan felt that the leader of the party, Hafiz Ramadan, had 
led the party and its goals astray in the late forties and turned it into a mere 
minority party with no concern except to oppose the Wafd, the party of the majority 
of the people with the result that the leader of the party became paralyzed by the 
hostility of the palace and the British occupying force, to the point where the 
National Party, in the hands of Hafiz Ramadan, had become just a pale imitation of 
the Constitutional Liberal and Sa'dist Parties which were clients of the palace 

and willing accomplices of the British occupying forces. 


The new National Party emerged and restored to the party its youth and traditional 
enthusiasm. Fathi Radwan and Dr Nur-al-Din Tarraf were at the head of the fledgling 
party. The newspaper AL-LIWA' AL-JADID contributed to demolishing the edifice of 
the corrupt royal regime along with its fraternal revolutionary papers AL-MALAYIN, 
AL-ISHTIRAKI and AL-MU'ARIDAH, These papers benefited from the liberal climate 

that the last Wafd Party cabinet (1950-52) spread about; we can read articles and 
editorials by Radwan that were worthy of a man who had given his life to the nation 
and had dedicated himself to his country's cause. 


The Cairo fire (26 January 1952), which King Faruq had arranged, at night, was a 
rare pretext for thwarting the fledgling national movement and distorting the 
stage of glorious liberalism. Fathi Radwan was put in prison along with others 
because of the verdict that the criminal court issued, whose committee was headed 
by Counsellor Tantawi, who was notorious for his tyranny and subservience to in- 
structions from the palace. I still remember how Tantawi would sarcastically 
receive the arguments of all the defendants' lawyers, saying, "your efforts are 
appreciated, sir!" I can almost see him telling the lawyer concerned that the 
verdict had been issued in advance, before the proceedings and the arguments. 
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A death sentence was issued against a constellation of Egypt's men, among them Fathi 
Radwan; however, the night of martial law decrees did not last long, for the dawn 

of the 23 July 1952 revolution ended it, and Fathi Radwan was immediately moved, 

by airplane, from prison to the chair of the Egyptian Ministry of National Guidance. 


Radwan was loyal to the July revolution, because he found that his principles and 
goals had been realized in it and by it. 


Radwan continued to stick by 'Abd-al-Nasir, from struggle to struggle, from victory 
to victory, from the attainment of political independence for the Sudan to the 
endorsement of agrarian reform in Egypt, the evacuation of British forces from 
Egyptian territory and the breaking of the arms monopoly with the consummation of 
the first arms transaction with the socialist camp, to the nationalization of the 
Suez Canal, the destruction of the forces of the tripartite aggression (the 
British, French and Israelis), the attainment of Egyptian-Syrian union, and the 
great nationalizetions of capitalist power. Then suddenly there occurred the 
catastrophe of the secession (28 September 1961), and the first modern Arab ex- 
periment in union was obliterated. With the secession, the dialogue in Egypt 
erupted in anger, "after the sweetness was gone and the thinking came," and the 
politicians began to make their contributions on the reasons for this setback. 
Radwan was among those who said that the absence of democratic freedom was the 
main reason why the secessionist movement succeeded in killing this experiment in 
unity. 


Radwan was logical with himself and with his comrade of the journey, resigned the 
position of minister and kept silent, out of respect for the years that he had 
spent with the immortal leader Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. His silence departed him only 
in recent years: although the June 1967 setback and the victory of the counter- 
revolution at al-Sadat's hands did not bring him out of his silence, we find that 
the national treason that al-Sadat perpetrated did, and he resumed unsheathing the 
same pen that he had previously unsheathed against Faruq in the last 2 years of his 
rule. 


Radwan used the last page of AL-SHA'B, the weekly paper of the opposition Socialist 
Labor Party, as the trench from which he condemned al-Sadat and his regime every 
week and praised everyone who caused al-Sadat discomfort, such as Col al-Qadhdhafi 
and Imam Khomeyni. 


About a year ago, al-Sadat launched a verbal attack on Fathi Radwan, stating that 
he had become senile. Radwan answered the Egyptian president on the pages of 
AL-SHA'B by stating that he had thought of bringing the president before the Court 
of Impropriety but demurred at the last moment. 


Some weeks ago Radwan stood up, gave a speech at a Labor Party celebration and 
promised to form a new party which would engage in real opposition, that is, 
stating that he did not see anything that slaked his thirst or reached the level 
he aspired to in the Labor Party opposition. 


When al-Sadat, in his notorious speech this 5 September, said that that man had 
been misled for 69 years, he erred twice: first, by refusing to realize that it 
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was he, al-Sadat, who had turned against himself, turning 180 degrees from his 
political positions in the forties while Fathi Radwan continued to hold to his 
positions, and second (which is a fine point), by forgetting Radwan's real age, 
which was 70 years and 2 months, not 69. 


Today, now that Fathi Radwan stands behind bars, whole generations that have long 
been crying out for Egypt and have judged without asking for booty are standing 
alongside him. 


Fu'ad Mursi 


In 1925 Fu'ad Mursi was born of a father who operated a locomotive. It was perhaps 
from him that he learned promptness in appointments, perhaps also from the skippers 
of boats and fishermen where he was born, in Alexandria. 


At any school Fu'ad Mursi attended, he would get the top grades. In secondary 
school he headed a economic and political society he had established with dome 
secondary students, titled "the new generation." This society adopted Ataturk's 
principles of extremist nationalism! 


The society's activities clashed with the fledgling marxist organizations; it was 
natural that the Ataturk Society should clash with these organizations because of 
differences and incompatibilities in their theoretical premises. 


The chairman of the "new generation" wished to learn about marxist thought so that 
he could combat it powerfully and refute it. He agreed to read marxist books, 

then finished most of the ones available and ended up by abandoning Ataturk's ideas 
and embracing marxism. Most of the members of the "new generation," including the 
late Egyptian journalist Ibrahim ‘amir, followed in his footsteps. 


Our subject received a bachelor's in law from the University of Alexandria when he 
was still 20. Because of his excellent performance, he received a scholarship to 
study at the French Sorbonne University, where he received a Doctorat D‘Etat in 
economics in 1948. 


He returned to Egypt, which was raging with revolution; s ciety had entered a real 
crisis because of the inflammation of the domestic cause and the outbreak of the 
Palestine war. The Egyptian communist movement was not able to keep itself apart 
from this crisis and became engulfed in a parallel crisis. 


Communists from numerous organizations rallied around Fu'ad Mursi, who had returned 
from Paris with the expertise of the French Communist Party; Fu'ad, with his life- 
time freinds Mustafa Tibah and Dawud ‘Aziz, started to prepare to announce the 
Egyptian Communist Party. Fu'ad issued his first theoretical pamphlet in December 
1949 titled "Development of Capitalism and the Struggle of the Classes in Egypt," 
which reviewed Egyptian capitalism and its crisis, showing the brilliant future 
that awaited the Egyptian working class if it measured up to its combative tasks. 


The Egyptian Communist Party was established at the beginning of 1950, and its 
activity was distinguished by great attention to the ideological aspects. It 
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issued its secret monthly paper RAYAT AL-SHA'B, for which the party was known, even 
bearing its name. In 1953 and 1954 it also issued an underground intellectual 
magazine, AL-THIQAFAH AL-WATANIYAH, on whose editorial board worked Dr Isma'‘il 
Sabri 'Abdallah, Dawud ‘Aziz, and Salah ‘Abd-al-Sabbur. 


Fu'ad Mursi took a movement name, "Khalid." He issued a number of theoretical 
pamphlets of which perhaps the most important were "The History of Egypt," "On 
Organization," and "On Muhammad Khalid's Book 'From Here We Will Begin'''--not to 
mention his famous analysis of the July 1952 revolution. 


The Egyptian security agencies were at a loss over the identity of Khalid to the 
point where Karim Thabit, King Faruq's press secretary in his final days, stated 
in his memoirs in 1955 that Faruq believed that Taha Husayn was the secretary 
general of the Egyptian Communist Party, perhaps because Fu'ad Mursi had an elegant 
grasp of the Arabic language which was reasoned at the same time; his writing was 
the product of a broad French cultural training and great grasps of the Arab 
legacy, possessing clear enlightenment and depth. 


This confusion on the party of King Faruq and his security agencies reveals the 
extent of the Egyptian Communist Party organization's tenacity and its concern with 
secrecy at a time when the Egyptian communist movement was suffering from open 
activities of its secret organizations. 


In everyday life, Fu'ad Mursi was an instructor of economics at Alexandria Univer- 
sity, until the end of 1958, when he was imprisoned on New Year's Eve. 


Because the fragmentation of the Egyptian communist movement was one of the most 
conspicuous causes of its crisis, Khalid worked actively to preserve the unity of 
this movement. The Egyptian Communist Party united with the United Egyptian Com- 
munist Party in the summer of 1957, and these two parties then united with the 
Egyptian Workers’ and Peasants Communist Party on 8 January 1958. Only then did 
the Egyptian security agencies learn who Khalid was, because the attainment of 
unity in the communist movement caused Egyptian communists to discuss the affairs 
of their union and the names of their new leaders in the coffee houses and the 
streets, especially during the honeymoon that dominated their relations with the 
Nasirist regime, which made them the prisoners of right-wing extremism, theoretical- 
ly, politically and organizationally. This right-wing tendency expressed itself in 
a relative subservience to Nasirism and the surfacing of the secret organizations. 


From early 1959 to 4 April 1964, Fu'ad Mursi remained a prisoner, going from the 
Citadel Prison and Abu Za'bal Prison to the prison in the oases, where he was sent 
for the 10 years to which a military court had sentenced him. 


In prison, Fu'ad Mursi embarked on a bitter struggle against the two extremisms of 
the right and the left alike; these were the two tendencies that gained prominence 
in the ranks of the communists while Fu'ad Mursi and his comrades preserved their 
correct political orientation. The leftwing extremists considered that "Abd-al- 
Nasir represented the right wing of the national bourgeoisie, which was allied with 
monopolies and oligopolies, while the rightwing orientation considered that there 
was a socialist group that was lurking within the Nasirist regime, headed by ‘Abd- 
al-Nasir himself, and that there were in diverse countries of the Arab nation 
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equivalents of this socialist group, such as the People's Party in Aden, the Arab 
Socialist Ba'th Party and the National Union of Popular Powers in Morocco. Fu' ad 
Mursi and his comrades held to their firm position on ‘Abd-al-Nasir, viewing him 
as a representative of the domestic bourgeoisie. 


Fu'ad Mursu did not spend his time futilely in prison; rather, he devoted himself 
assiduously to the book “Das Kapital," he and the comrade of his youth, Dr Isma‘il 
Sabri ‘Abdallah. No sooner had they made a translation of about half of this book 
than the security agencies swooped down and confiscated the original and the mater- 
ial that had been translated. 


Fu'ad Mursi continued to give lectures on marxist theory and the political situa- 
tion both. He presented a series of lectures simplifying "Das Kapital" and dis- 
credited the thinking of the "Socialist group." 


When the imprisonment of the Egyptian communists dragged on, as ‘Abd-al-Nasir was 
carrying out important progressive measures in Egyptian society, Fu'ad Mursi and 
some of his comrades ventured to send a letter to 'Abd-al-Nasir asking him to send 
their families to live with them in their abominable desert prison. The letter 
from Fu'ad and his friends was logical; their presence in prison was devoid of 
logic. 


The causes of dissension between 'abd-al-Nasir and the communists then began to dis- 
appear and he abruptly issued his historic decree releasing all the communists, in- 
cluding the prisoners who had not completed their prison terms. All the communist 
prisoners were released on medical grounds. However, a vicious struggle was wait- 
ing for them outside, for 'Abd-aleNasir told them they had to dissolve their organ- 
izations and started to exert pressure on them, leaving most of them without work. 
Some communists started exerting pressures to have their organizations dissolved 

if "Abd-al-Nasir would permit them to enter the Socialist Union and steer the 
country toward socialism. 


I remember that Fu'ad Mursi told one of his comrades who was demanding the dissotu- 
tion of the party: "In 1957 you asked me to unite with the United /Party/ and I 
agreed, because it was a step forward. You asked me to unite with the Workers’ and 
Peasants’ Party and again I agreed, because the union was again a step forward. 

Now you are asking me to dissolve the party, but I am refusing, because dissolution 
would be the equivalent of big steps backward that I cannot take." 


The blunder of the dissolution of the Egyptian Communist Party then occurred in 
spring 1965; on top of pressures from the Nasirist regime and some party members, 
there were more vicious, severe pressures; most members of the party were without 
work and needed to be "naturalized" again, after having been absent more than 5 
years from a society in which tremendous developments had occurred in the economic, 
social and political fields alike. Besides the long period in prison and the con- 
comitant ideological struggles had eroded the trust among communists, 4s a result 
of which the party leaders failed to fill the party organizations for the period 
of a whole year, making the dissolution of the party seem like a necessary blunder. 


Eight months after the dissolution of the party, Fu'ad Mursi was still without 
work, along with a substantial number of communists, and the Socialist Union 
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command, in particular ‘Ali Sabri, opposed the inclusion of marxists in the union's 
organizations, prompting Fu'ad Mursi to ask permission to travel abroad in search 
of a livelihood. 


When the presidential decree was issued appointing him chairman of the board of the 
Egypt Automobile Trading Company and he took a seat in the People's Assembly (1968- 
1971)--while he, and all the communists and marxists, failed to reach higher posi- 
tions in the Socialist Union--our subject devoted himself assiduously to writing 
for the Egyptian intellectual magazines AL-KATIB and AL-TALI'AH. He also issued 
the two books "The Inevitability of the Socialist Solution" and "Karl Marx's Das 
Kapital." When ‘Abd-al-Nasir departed (28 September 1970), the Nasirist left, rep- 
resented by Sha'rawi Jum'ah and ‘Ali Sabri basically, started coordinating with the 
marxists through Fu'ad Mursi, who insisted that this coordination not begin until 
all Egyptian communists and marxists were freed, and this happened. 


The new president Anwar al-Sadat issued a decree appointing Fu'ad Mursi chairman of 
the board of the Industrial Bank. Our subject remained in this position until 
after al-Sadat succeeded in carrying out his counterrevolutionary coup in May 1971, 
at which time al-Sadat issued his decree, as chairman of the Socialist Union, ap- 
pointing Fu'ad Mursi secretary of the National Action Charter. In January 1972 
Fu'ad Mursi became minister of supply and internal trade, which he remained until 
March 1973, when he departed with the resignation of the entire membership of ‘Aziz 
Sidqi's cabinet, after it had been exposed to various pressures and vexations from 
reactionary tendencies in al-Sadat's regime. 


At that point Fu'ad Mursi stayed home and worked diligently on his important pioneer- 
ing work "This Is Economic Liberalization," two printings of which have been issued 
so far. In it, he exposed al-Sadat's orientation, which bore the name of the policy 
of economic liberalization. He now has written a study on the Egyptian and Israeli 
economies that was consigned to the Center of Arab Unity Studies in Beirut more 

than a year ago; he had expected that it would be issued last summer. 


Dr Fu'ad Mursi is one of the most conspicuous leaders of the National Progressive 

Unionist Grouping Party in Egypt, which includes Marxists, nationalists, Nasirists, 
liberals and enlightened religious persons. Mursi is also one of the most promin- 
ent leaders of the Arab enlightenment movement which calls for a coalition of marx- 
ism, nationalism, liberalism and religious tendencies. He is also one of the most 
prominent personalities in the Solidarity delegation to hail the emergence of FATH. 


When you sit down with Fu'ad Mursi, you feel the extent of the depth of Egypts re- 
liance on 5,000 years of civilization and culture. This encyclopedic intellectual 
and heroic fighting man almost embodies the culture and civilization of 'Um 


a]-Dunya. 
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EGYPT 


NEW LAW FOR EGYPTIAN BAR UNDER STUDY 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 23 Oct 81 p 12 


[Text] Dr Jamal al-'Utayfi, head of the Egyptian Bar Association, stated that 
he brought with him [the texts of] laws and codes of conduct for the legal pro- 
fessions in England, America and France. This is in order to benefit from them 
in drafting the new lawyers’ law. Dr al-'Utayfi had visited the three states 
during a trip for [medical] treatment which was immediately cut short following 
the death of President al-Sadat. During the trip he made a number of contacts 
with the heads of bar associations and legal associations there in order to 
strengthen cooperation with the Egyptian Bar and to acquaint himself with bar 
associations' rules, regulations and laws which might benefit Egypt. 


cso: 4504/59 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


SHAYKH KISHK TAPES--Yesterday 13 of Shaykh Kishk's tapes were confiscated because 
a censor's permit had not been received from the noble al-Azhar or the Department 
of Censorship of Artistic Works, in accordance with the law. In addition, 60,000 
tapes were seized that violated terms for artistic works. Muhammad Nabawi Isma‘il, 
the deputy prime minister and minister of the interior, assigned tax, duties and 
artistic works investigators to make continuous raids on companies and shops com- 
mitting violations of Law 354 for 1954 protecting authorship rights. Yesterday, 
in a raid in which Col Ahmad Halawan, Col Nabil ‘Abdallah, Lt Col Taha "Abd-al- 
Latif, Lt Col Sulayman Anwar and Maj Baha’ Abu Talib took part, under the super- 
vision of Maj Gen Muhammad 'Abd-al-Halim Musa, director of the department, an in- 
vestigation was made of the Najmat al-‘Atabah Company and its annexes, owned by 
Muhammad ‘Azzuz, after permission was issued by Muhammad al-Fiqi, director of the 
public prosecutor's office in al-Muski. Thirteen tape cassettes of Shaykh Kishk's 
were discovered that had no censor's permits from the noble al-Azhar, and about 
60,000 tapes were seized that had been copied in violation of the conditions on 
artistic works. /Text/ /Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 21 Sep 81 p 1/ 11887 


cso: 4504/24 
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IRAN 


OFFICIAL SOURCE DISCUSSES 'U.S. PLOTS IN BLACK CONTINENT' 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 28 Sep 81 p 12 


[Text] The epoch of colonial policies on the African continent has passed, and 
neo-colonialism's methods are condemned to decline due to the growth of awareness 
and the struggles of the oppressed nations of this region. However, world imper- 
ialism, led by the criminal United States, is still involved in two ways in 
crushing liberation movements on the African continent and obtaining channels of 
influences in order to continue plundering the continent's natural resources and 
exploiting the African people. One of these ways is the equipping of puppet re- 
gimes, such as the racist government of South Africa, and persuading them to 
agress against other countries, such as Angola; the other way is the dispatch of 
intelligence and espionage groups in order to overthrow national and independent 
governments. 


The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), which must be called the step-brother of 

the U.S. intelligence and espionage organization, the CIA, has the mission of 
obtaining cultural information and preparing the ground for imperialist coup 
d'etat's in Africa. However, the nature of this agency is so hateful that even 
U.S. government academics evade cooperating with it. The following report which 
was printed in the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR indicates the desperate efforts of the 
DIA to renew its power over Africa, and also testifies to the fact that these 
shortsighted efforts have no effect in an age of national awakening, the appearance 
and growth of liberation movements and revolutions, and the epoch of imperialism's 
sunset. 


One of the government's intelligence establishments, renouncing the great keenness 
it has usually shown for secrecy, is trying to establish relations with a universi- 
ty which has founded special departments concerning the politics, probiems and 
peoples of Africa. 


These efforts have stirred up violent criticism from a group of university 
scholars, since they fear they will lose their credibility by being charged with 
"cooperation with the government," and also jeopardize their commitments to uni- 
versity research. 


According to information received, the DIA has decided to pay $500,000 to each cen- 


ter that will show cooperation in raising the knowledge and awareness of “intelli- 
gence analysts." 
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African affairs experts have not condemned the DIA's proposal out of hostility 

or spite. They are convinced that these kinds of links will distort the uni- 
versity's goals in the African studies field. They say: African leaders still 
react dubiously and suspiciously to the "covert gathering of intelligence" in their 
countries, and if they become aware of the existence of links between educational 
institutions and espionage centers, it is possible that they will close their 
borders to U.S. researchers. 


Following the investigations that were made of African studies centers at impor- 
tant U.S. universities, it became clear that not one of them, either officially 
or unofficially, had submitted to cooperation with the DIA. 


One of the country's most outstanding experts, who wished to keep his identity a 
secret, said: "Any kind of connection with the DIA is exposed to doubt and 
suspicion." 


Study of Conditions in Several Critical Countries 


The DIA, which was founded in 1971 in order to unify the intelligence efforts of 

the Defense Department, wishes to send a group of its analysts to an "accredited 

Acrican studies center" for training in African languages and basic study of con- 
ditions in "several critical countries." 


One source in the program of "Studies relating to African affairs" at Indiana 
University pointed out that DIA has a special interest in being informed about 
three regions, South Africa, the Horn of Africa and Nigeria. According to reports 
received, the DIA has established the learning of Amharic, the official language 
of Ethiopia, and Hausa, a language common in northern Nigeria and other west 
African counrries, in its educational program for analysts. 


Walter Langanger, acting chief of education for DIA, "inspected" the program of 
studies relates) to African affairs at Indiana University last June in order to 
encourage the university to accept DIA's proposal. Information received documents 
that he openly and honestly proposed a relationship between DIA and the university 
during this visit! 


During a telephone interview, Langanger denied DIA's determination to conclude a 
formal contract with African affairs centers. He claimed that he is trying to 
convince scholars to place themselves at these centers’ disposal in order to 
conduct necessary research. 


The African affairs studies program pursued at Indiana University is one of the 
largest and most extensive programs in the United States. According to statements 
of a university spokesman, officials explicitly and frankly rejected any kind of 
connection with DIA. 


Members of Indiana University, like their colleagues in other centers investigating 
African affairs, are worried that their academic integrity will be greatly 
damaged through a connection with the DIA. 


In the opinion of one university source: "Prom the university's point of view, 
even the appearance of such a connection is extremely dangerous, and probably there 
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is no place for such a proposal in an African studies--related program" Centers 
which were contacted by the MONITOR said that if a contract of cooperation were 

to be signed with the DIA, their methods of communication and information exchange 
with African scholars would be impaired. 


A student who wished to remain unidentified stated in a critical tone: "Not one of 
us will obtain a travel visa to African countries in order to carry out our legal 
research." 


Africa Remembers the CIA's Plots 


The DIA is completely known in Africa, and the people of the black continent view 
all the U.S. intelligence organizations with cynicism and suspicion. Africans 
have not forgotten the plot to kill Patrice Lumumba, prime minister of the Congo, 
which was planned by the CIA, and have not erased the memory of that organization's 
role in the overthrow of Kwami Nkrumah, the Nigerian strongman. 


In addition, a number of African affairs experts have doubts about the DIA's 
honesty. DIA analysts definitely need to travel to African countries being 
studied during their training period at the university. In the view of university 
members, it is possible that these analysts will also gather intelligence while 
continuing their research. 


One student at the most famous African studies program says: "That which frightens 
me is that perhaps (!) DIA intends (by attracting cooperation from a university) 

to obtain a ready and waiting justification for the covert gathering of intelli- 
gence from Africa." 


Langanger terms any probability of DIA's abuse of its connection with a university 
as “absurd and meaningless," and says: "Cooperation will take place on the basis 
of mutual trust.” 


Victor Marchetti and John D. Marks in their book entitled "The CIA and the Cult of 
Intelligence" write: "Although the DIA is considered almost a rival of the CIA, 
other than guiding the public system of military attaches appointed to work in U.S. 
embassies overseas, it intervenes less than the CIA in intelligence gathering." 


Brand of Espionage on Academics’ Foreheads 


A great many African affairs specialists believe that if one of their colleagues 
accepts DIA's proposal, the reputation of all African scholars will be stained. 
In this connection, one scholar, while pointing to the fact that in the third 
world people still consider U.S. travelers to be CIA spies, states that "in that 
case all of us would be branded as spies." 


Another person knowledgable about African affairs adds that the establishment of 
a connection with the DIA by any center involved in African issues will disturb 
all U.S. African affairs experts. However, it is possible that DIA's proposal will 
be attractive to a center facing financial difficulties. According to what one 
African experts informed about the details of DIA's proposal says, DIA is ready to 
pay the expenses of university research and the tuition of outstanding students, 
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and to supply on credit the costs of language-training books. In addition to this 
Langanger has announced that all the material that will be furnished by the 
university to DIA can be printed and published, and that no restrictions will be 
applied in this matter. These temptations did not seduce Michigan State University 
and its African affairs department. In a speech the university president, David 
Wiley, denied any kind of connection with domestic and foreign espionage organi- 
zations, whether in the past or the present. 


Based on his contacts with other African studies centers in the country, Wiley 
believes that no centers in the United States have accepted either financial help 
or the DIA's and other intelligence organization's proposals. 


Reagan's View of Africa 


The disinclination of centers investigating African issues to cooperate with the 
DIA seems to have ironical twists and turns. A large number of U.S. scholars 
believe that the Reagan administration, like former U.S. governments, looks at 
Africa from the angle of competition between east and west, and disregards its 
political, social and economic complications. 


Although it is possible that the DIA really needs awareness of African issues, in 
the view of one reputable U.S. African expert, it has chosen a very naive way to 
establish connections with African study centers. The aforementioned African 
specialist declared that DIA's method of contact with universities was ill- 
considered and inexperienced! 


Langanger is evidently unaware of the wave of sharp criticism which has risen in 
the wake of DIA's proposal. He says: "More than half of the African specialist 
centers had a positive way of thinking. Universities know that their moral (!) 
duty is to make their learning available to others, and this is a good sign to me." 
(Quoted from: The Foreign Press Study Bulletin of the Ministry of Islamic 
Guidance) 


9557 
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IRAN 


DEBATE CONTINUES OVER THREAT FROM PRO-MOSCOW TUDEH 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 29 Oct 81 pp 8-10 


[Text] Iranian politicians in exile continue to warn of the increasing threat of 
Soviet domination of Iran resulting from the pro-Moscow communist Tudeh party's 
steady infiltration of the administration in the Islamic republic. Latest to return 
to the theme is Hushang Nahavandi, a former minister under the late Shah. 


Nahavandi, who escaped from Iran to be active with the opposition in exile, says in 
a booklet published by the French Institute of International Relations that the 
present Soviet policy appears to be supportive of the Islamic republic in the 
knowledge that its weakness and the anarchy at present widespread in Iran serves 
the short, middle and long-term interests of the Soviet Union. 


The Tudeh party clings to Soviet policy and is the "transmission shaft" for Soviet 
influence in the mullahs' regime, he says. 


"The Soviet Union and its allies have succeeded in replacing the West in many areas 
of economic and cultural life...in the media and in some heavy industries like oil 
and petrochemicals which are all under the control of Soviet agents now," he writes. 


According to Nahavandi most of the former Tudeh members who had left the party dur- 
ing the years when it failed to achieve any significant role in Iran have now 
rejoined it. But so far it had failed to restore its previous penetration among 
the working class. Thus its policy now was to support the Islamic fundamentalists 
while it concentrated on trying to expand its penetration as deep as possible. 


The Tudeh, Nahavandi says, effectively bars any union of the forces of the left 

and similarly it will not cooperate with moderate opponents of the regime. Its 

main aim is to prevent any anti-Soviet regime being given a chance to come to power, 
while at the same time working to encourage the disintegration of the present 
reyime. 


With the help of others like the Palestinians it was hoping to make Iran a centre 
for the destabilisation of pro-Western governments in the region. 


Iranian observers in general feel Western assessments of Tudeh's present role fail 
to appreciate the significance of the party activists’ infiltration of key adminis- 
trative and media posts, and the influence that the more sophisticated party members 
have in a situation where practical brains are few and far between in governmental 
affairs. 
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In a recent article in the Washington-based International Affairs, a leading com- 
mentator on Soviet foreign policy Alvin Z. Rubinstein wrote, "The Tudeh has no doubt 
infiltrated government ministries, the media and social institutions...But Tudeh is 
not now a critical factor in Iran's internal factional struggles; it ..ems content 
to watch the collapse of president Bani-Sadr, an open and bitter opponent, and with 
him the prospects for moderate, centrist, democratically oriented groups; and it 
awaits the next stage in the dialectical development of the revolution, whose polar- 
isation the communists believe will enhance their political fortunes." 


The Tudeh is active, well-organised and capable of providing tactical leadership 
but its present aim is more to sustain anti-Americanism and prevent an opening to 
the West than to seize power, Rubinstein says. This echoed the sentiments of its 
Moscow masters. "As Brezhnev noted on Feb 23, 1981, in his report to the 26th 
congress of the CPSU, the most salient consideration shaping Soviet policy toward 
Iran is Tehran's anti-American and anti-Western orientation," Rubinstein says. 


Rubinstein continues that Khomeini's seeming indulgence for the orthodox communists 
can be explained by a number of considerations; their support for him when he was in 
exile, at which time they regularly broadcast his declarations recorded in Iraq over 
Radio Iran Courier, operating out of East Germany, their strident and invidious anti- 
Americanism; their acceptance of the Islamic republic; their link to the Soviet 
Union, for whom he feels ideological antipathy but whose open antagonism he prefers 
not to trigger; their relative weakness among the leftists, which made it easier to 
isolate them from other radical groups and enlist their cooperation--witness the 
Tudeh's acquiescence to Khomeini's decision in early 1980 to close Tehran Univer- 
sity, which was traditionally a recruiting ground for communists; and finally, their 
lack of power, for unlike the other radical groups, Tudeh maintains no armed mili- 
tary wing which could frighten the regime. 


Rubinstein thinks that the containment of the communists is a secondary concern 
compared to the ethnic strife that has compounded the military ineffectiveness of 
the government since the Iraqi invasion. Moscow watches the growing assertiveness 
of Iran's leading ethnic minorities but refrains from encouraging separatism as it 
did in 1945-46, when it established puppet Kurdish and Azerbaijanian republics in 
the areas of northern Iran controlled by the Red Army. 


"The Soviet government officially denies involvement in the Kurdish uprising that 
has been going on since the summer of 1979, or in any of the other outbreaks of 
ethnic unrest, but its insistence that it follows a policy of non-involvement is 
difficult to accept, given Moscow's historic interest in dominating northern Iran," 
Rubinstein writes. "The Soviet Union maintains a close watch on events and media 
coverage of them is extensive. 


"wo doubt Iran's ethnic cauldron would be simmering even if there were no Soviet 
inputs. Weakness at the centre has traditionally emboldened autonomist and 
separatist ambitions among the minorities on the periphery of the Iranian empire. 
And it is also true that if it chose, the Soviet Union could trigger a civil war 
by shipping large amounts of arms to insurgent groups. That it has not yet done 
so suggests a desire to preserve a united Iran, at least for the time being. If, 
as seems likely, modest amounts of arms are being sent covertly, to Kurdistan for 
example, the purpose may be more to warn the government than to topple it. 
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“of all the Iranian minorities, the Kurds are portrayed the most sympathetically by 
Soviet writers who deplore the ‘artificial separation’ of Kurds living in Iran, 

Iraq, and Turkey, and the hindering of their aspirations for freedom and independence. 
Moscow criticised the Islamic Council that met in Tehran on August 21, 1979, for 
banning the Kurdish Democratic Party, which has had close ties with the Tudeh; and 

it re-established links with the Peshmerga, the forces formerly led by Mustafa 
Barzani, Kurdish leader who fought the Iraqi Baathists for many years in a vain 
attempt to compel Kurdish autonomy. The government in Tehran, unable to maintain 
effective military control of Kurdistan and unwilling to grant an autonomy acceptable 
to the Kurds, maintains an uneasy presence, combatting Iraqi efforts to encourage 
rebellion and endeavouring to discourage greater Soviet interference. 


"Tehran also has reason to be concerned over the situation in Azerbaijan, where the 
Muslim People's Republican Party of Ayatollah Mohammad Kazem Shariatmadari, the 
spiritual head of Iran's Turkic-speaking Azerbaijani minority, has been out lawed 

by Khomeini. Shariatmadari's acceptance of genteel house detention in Qom has 
defused the problem, but only temporarily: Khomeini's unwillingness to consider 
some type of federalism as a solution to the ethnic unrest, when coupled with the 
widespread sectarian violence, could exacerbate Iran's political disintegration and 
tempt Moscow to a more venturesome course." 


Rubinstein comes to the conclusion that Soviet influence on the policies of the 
Khomeini regime has been minimal. With the exception of the restoration of the 
Tudeh's rights to engage in political activity, following the brief crackdown on it 
in late summer of 1979, on no issue of consequence--political, economic, or diplo- 
matic--has Iran shifted to a position more congenial to the Soviet Union out of an 
interest in placating its powerful neighbour, even though Iran is now weaker and 
more vulnerable than at any time since the turn of the century, he says. Ina situa- 
tion of enormous complexity and unpredictability, the Kremlin's restraint is linked 
to its anticipation that the collapse of Khomeini's Shi'ite millenarianism could 
well bring communism to Iran, and its wish not to provoke the United States by fur- 
ther Soviet expansion in the area. 


"With the worsening of Iran's internal condition, Moscow seems wedded to a watch- 
and-wait attitude, satisfied to see the hardline Islamic fundamentalists, operating 
through the Islamic Republican Party, humble the moderates of the Centre. Even 
though the mullahs are anti-communist, their dissemination of a virulent anti- 
Americanism makes them natural allies of the Soviet-dominated Tudeh Party," Rubin- 
stein wrote. 


"Moscow observed with pleasure as Prime Minister Rajai, the IRP's leading spokesman 
in the government, disposed of the nettling Ghotbzadeh in September 1980 and mounted 
a campaign that whittled down the prestige and power of President Bani-Sadr. In 
June 1981, eighteen months after having been elected by an overwhelming majority of 
the electorate; Bani-Sadr lost Khomeini's support and was hounded from office, a 
victim of religious fanaticism and the men around Khomeini whose vision of an 
‘Islamic Republic’ smacks of the Inquisition and whose Shi'ite-first outlook 
sculpted the constitution that was ratified in a national referendum held on 
December 2-3, 1979. The removal of Bani-Sadr and men like him, known for their 
secular and pro-Western outlook, strengthens the counsels of patience and prudence 
in the Kremlin. 
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"Viewed in the perspective of the brief period since Khomeini came to power, the 
upheaval in Iran, unfinished and erratic, promises to bring yet additional advan- 
tages to the Soviet Union, whose proximity, power, and compliant proxy in the Tudeh 
Party seems an irresistible formula for future political gains. But for the 
moment, Moscow is very much an outsider in Tehran." 
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TRAN 


IRAN-IRAQ WAR ANNIVERSARY LAUDED AS ‘HEROIC RESISTANCE" 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 21 Sep 81 ppl, 10 


[Text] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. Now exactly one year 
has passed since Saddam's aggression against the Islamic Republic of Iran, and one 
year of a revolutionary and uprisen nation's struggle against a tyrannical and 
mercenary regime. A year in which our revolution and uncompromising nation reached 
a higher temper in the oven of war and continued conflict with the infidel, and 
displayed its praiseworthy devotion and self-sacrifice. 


Along the way, although for a time there was fear that the resistance and con- 
tinuity of this revolution would become fragile, flabby and deviant due to several 
positions being held by compromisers and the West's stooges, it became as hard as 
steel. Its stabilization preserved it from damage in the face of all calamities, 
and it is now continuing its pride-inspiring path. Those things which befell our 
nation during one year of war were in turn the greatest calamities and hardships 
that a nation and revolution can endure and still remain standing. At the same 
time, this year is an indicator of the will and staunchness of a nation in trying 
to achieve its aims and goals. Perhaps in history no revolutions and nations can 
be found which were confronted with all these calamities at one time, and yet 
ultimately continued their path more determinedly and proudly than before without 
any dimunition. 


On the anniversary of one year of truth's relentless struggle against falseness, it 
is appropriate to review the resistance of our awakened nation in order to pay an 
insignificant portion of our debt to its history-making will. 


Saddam's imposed war began at a time when deposed Bani-Sadr was pursuing his 
political games in order to expel the imam's line and the fundamentalist clergy 
from the political scene. Bani-Sadr had been given the mission of overthrowing 

the Islamic Republic by the imperialists. While Saddam's army was butchering our 
deprived and innocent brothers and sisters in Qasr-e Shirin and the villages in the 
country's western region, Bani-Sadr, in Shohada Square on the anniversary of the 
epic 8 September, was provoking the people against the judicial and legislative 
powers and the true ideological government that was in the process of formation, 
instead of mobilizing them to confront the imminent war. While he was turning the 
sharp point of his attacks against the best children of this nation, the Islamic 
Republic's army and our armed forces were fixed in the very worst conditions. The 
army during this period lacked the necessary harmony and power for battle formation 
due to a lack of regular exercise and maneuvers, and its equipment was mainly in 
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need of repair and inspection due to a lack of use. Our military formations on the 
border points were the weakest formations that an army could have. Against 14 
Iraqi divisions, the greatest portion of which was positioned on the border points, 
we had only 4 divisions, and those were without sufficient command, equipment or 
harmony. 


On the one hand, war was near, and on the other the United States was thinking about 
preparations for an international battle in its search for an excuse to aggress 
against Iran so that perhaps the 52 hostages of the Moslem Student Followers of 

the Imam's Line could be freed. Side by side with this were the waves breaking 
from the Bani-Sadr incident. Although he was very insistent that with repulsive 
pomposity he should everywhere be called commander-in-chief of the armed forces, 

he repetitively peddled his baseless speech from city to city on 8 September 1980. 


Now, after the passage of a year, it is easy to understand which role in which 
extensive and calculated plot against the Islamic republic the deposed Bani-Sadr 
was performing when he began his attack against all the achievements of the blood 
of martyrs by his riot-inciting in Shohada Square. While he was threatening to 
reveal names and promising punishment and reward, his and Saddam's masters had come 
to their final decision-making. His masters were sitting behind their work-desks 
in Washington and London and...and were enthusiastically applauding him. It was by 
Bani-Sadr's words that Saddam understood that the imperialists and their helpers 
had given him the green light for an attack on Iran. Saddam understood that toor- 
row, the day of attack, all the imperialist media would call Iraq's action justi- 
fied, and not only would not condemn the aggression, but the prevalent atmosphere 
would become such that everyone would praise him. He saw the delusion of his 
domination over the Arabs achieved with this war, and he was certain that all the 
aged shieks would be pushed aside, along with their traditional Arab headdress, and 
that they would prostrate themselves before him. Yes, Saddam in his own reckoning 
had arrived at the conclusion that the Iranian army did not have the power to con- 
front and resist him, and that by the time they had gotten themselves in shape, it 
would be too late. The superpowers and their helpers were also supporting him 
directly and indirectly. Bani-Sadr as well was acquainted with his servant's 
duties. 


It was on the basis of such a reckoning that Saddam fantasized that in the course of 
seven days Iran would be finished, and that he would achieve all his hopes and 
desires. Thus he issued the order to attack. 


Saddam, who himself is the successor to a government that came to power by a 

coup d'etat, and who has built his government by relying on a family and his mer- 
cenary army, had neglected one factor in his calculation. He did not know the level 
of resistance of a nation that had risen up, a nation that believed in and relied 
on Islam. 


On 22 September 1980 he did not know what "tomorrow" of epics was waiting. He did 
not know that the arabs of Khuzestan, molotov cocktail in hand, were waiting for 
the Iraqi tanks, and were shouting: "Oh mercenaries, where are you?" When both 
the young and old of this nation went to welcome the nine-meter rockets with 
clenched fists, determined to show the world how blood would triumph over the 
sword, Saddam must have fallen back to thinking of his own survival. But then 
there was no path of retreat. 
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He must have understood that instant that a long and agonizing death was lying in 
ambush for him on his path through a nearby defile. 


It is now one year that has passed in our nation's glorious battie against the 
aggression of Iraq and imperialism. A year has passed and Islamic Iran is standing 
in resistance in order to prove the rightfulness of Islam and to become the 
standard-bearer of a struggle whose soldiers have taken aim against tyranny across 
the globe. Now that one year has passed, let the world know that even if this war 
lasts twenty years, we have resisted and have triumphed. There is absolutely no 
doubt about it. 


9557 
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BANKI REVEALS PROGRAM OF SUPREME ECONOMIC COUNCIL 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 Oct 81 p 2 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN (Pars) --_ The 
Mimster of State and head of 
the Plan and Budget Organi- 
zation, Mohammad Fag 
Banki irecently attended in an 
exclusive interview with 
Perman daily Ettela’at and 
talked about the general duties 
of the Supreme Economic 
Council, members of this 
council; proposals, sub- 
mitted to the council and its 
future policy, evaluation of 
different stages of the 1361- 
budget and existing bottle- 
necks for this issue. 


hence it has wide range ret 
ponsibilities 

“This council, headed by 
the Prime Munster, consists of 
the munusters of Financal 
Affairs and Economic, Labor 
and Socal Welfare, Agricul- 
ture, Mines and Industries, 
Commerce, Ou as well as the 
head of the Central Bank of 
iran (CBI). and the Head of 
the Plan and Budget Organ 
zation who is in fact the 
chairman of the council”. 

When asked to outline the 
duties of the council, Banki 
replied “taking mto account 
the heavy responsibility of the 
council, the general duties of 
the council can be classified as 
follows: specifications of gene- 
ral objectives of the develop- 
ment plans of the country. 
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consideration of the social and 
economical policies for 
debating the plans in the 

sessions, commenting 


ted; approval of principles, 
policies and regulations. 
related to allocating of loans 
from the treasury of the Deve- 
lopment Financial Aids to the 
state institutions, companies, 
municipalities and other public 
sectors according to the 
decision of Financial Affairs 
and Economic Ministry and the 
Plan and Budget Organization. 
ratification of principles, poli 
cies and regulations related to 
allocation of loans and foreign 
credits which are to be 
suggested and regulated by a 
committee comprising the 
representatives of the Miunis- 
tries of Financial Affairs, Plan 
and Budget Organization and 
the CBI and consideration and 
commenting on the regu- 
lations and procedures, related 
to the implementation of the 
regulations of S-year deve- 
lopment projects planned by 
the Plan and Budget Organi- 
zation.” 


In response [to the 
question concerning the capa- 
city of the Supreme Economic 
Council wn the execution of its 
duties and its effects on the 
trend of the economical system 
of the country, he stated that 
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“the council is the most pro- 
manent factor which effects the 
trend of the economical system 
of the country. The am 
behind the establishment of 
the council was to review and 
evaluate pians before they 
are submitted to the govern- 
ment or discussed by the 
islamic Consultative Council 
( Majlis)”. 

Dr. Banki was asked 
about the proposals suggested 
to the Council and how far 
did it agree to the said. He 
replied ‘‘we offered the council 
a framework for its function 
which s based on four clauses. 

l- The Councid should 
review the plans submitted for 
its approval on the basis of the 
economic principles specified 
in the itslamec Constitution. 

3- The structure of the 
economical policy of the 
country should be determined 
by the council. 

3- Specification of the 
objectives and economical 
development of the country. 
For mstance the Council is 
subjected to  determming 
whether the economic deve- 
lopment should be made 
im the agriculture or industrial 
sector. 

4 Specification of general 
policies and development of 
different concerned offices. 

tater Dr. Banki, con- 

ern-ng r2 1361-budget, dec- 
mred 1. “simultaneous with 
the .ur it economical affairs 
ut the —- untry, the budget of 


tho . of 8 under a very 
close swiutiny and is taking Most © 
of the time of the council, At 
present, we have studied the 
different aspects which have 
also been ratified but the 
priorities of the budget, will 
be announced in the near 
future. 

He continued “the council 
has agreed with the classifica- 
tion of the budget and if 
reviewed in accordance to 
the classification, it may be 
submitted to the Majlis sooner 
than Bahman Sth”. 

Then he focused on the 
trip to Czechoslovakia by an 
Iranian «=s« delegation and said 
that “in connection with 
economical affairs of the 
country, a delegation was dis- 
patched to that country and 


‘ we hope for a tavorable result 


out of this visit"’. 

At the end of his inter- 
view, the State Minister talked 
about the existmg bottle-necks 
in regulating of the budget of 
1361, saying that “generally, 
the structure and the texture 
of our adminstrative offices 
are not in @ sound condition 
and in the most cases they 
plunder the wealth of the 
people. They are considered as 
one of the counterrevolution- 
ary factors which must be 
discovered and be removed 
from our economical syst< ai. 


- We have no other problem 


and to remove these bottle- 
necks we need time and 
devotion”. 
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IRAN 


SPLIT AMONG CLERGY, REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS SEEN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 29 Oct 81 pp 1-3 
[Article: "Mullah-Revolutionary Guards Rift Crucial Threat to Regime" | 


[Text] Is a power vacuum steadily opening up in Iran? The question was being 
asked among Iranian expatriates this week as signs appeared of large-scale dis- 
affection among the revolutionary guards, which have been the principal prop of the 
Khomeini regime, and Khomeini also launched what seemed to be a final desperate 
move to silence his clerical opposition for good by changing the centuries-old 
power structure of the Shi'ite system. 


The failure of the guards to deal as brutally as the fundamentalist mullahs required 
with protesting youngsters from the Mojahedin-e-Khalq ead other leftist groups dur- 
ing recent street violence, together with the continuing toll of Khomeini-camp 
clerics up and down the country; has brought about a crisis which threatens the 
future of the regime. 


Addressing a deputation of revolutionary guards and their commander at his residence 
Ayatollah Khomeini cautioned them against a rift between the revolutionary guards 

and the clergymen as well as against divisions among the guards themselves. He also 
told them to treat the people kindly and identify vicious elements within their ranks 
and report them to their superiors. 


Finally, Khomeini said that the Commander of the Revolutionary Guards Mohsen Rezai, 
who was present at the meeting, should contact the office of Ayatollah Montazeri to 
arrange for a mechanism to heal the rift between the guards and the clerics Khomeini 
said: ..."The whole of Iran is a big political organ. When counter-revolutionaries 
and foreigners saw that they could not penetrate your unity with an armed attack, 
they took action by trying to influence you so that you would rot from within. 


"Today the honour of the revolutionary guards is a must for everyone especially 
yourselves. You must try to establish conformity of ideas between the guards and 
the Imam Jomehs (of different towns). The difference of opinion between the Imam 
Jomehs and the guards is no ordinary thing and some people are doing this to weaken 
the guards and the religious leaders. They are doing this in a very special way. 
You must send people to the towns to see that if differences between guards and 
leaders exist, how they can be overcome. Your training is very important and you 
must pay attention that the people chosen for this are quite known, otherwise we 
might be confronted with prejudice. You must pay attention that Islam is the same 
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[slam that religious leaders have preserved since the beginning of Islam. That is, 
try not to separate your Islam from that of the religious leaders. 


"The other problem is the export of our revolution. I have often said that we do 
not want to fight with anyone. Today our revolution has been exported. Everywhere 
there is the name of Islam and the oppressed have their eyes on Islam. We must 
introduce Islam with correct propaganda. When the nations recognize Islam they will 
undoubtedly accept it and we want nothing except the victory of Islamic laws in the 
world. I advise you to keep your respect and honour among the people. You young 
people tend to be rough, you must tone down your tempers so that you do not commit 
acts against the general direction of policies laid down for the guards. For a 
closer relation between guards and the religious leaders ask Mr Montazeri for 
assistance. He is in Qom. Publicise for the sake of God...” 


Clearly there is a serious quarrel between some of the mullahs of the Khomeini camp 
and the so-called revolutionary institutions, especially the revolutionary guards. 
The regime has tried for a long time to hush it up; but the quarrel has now, it, 
seems, got out of hand. So Khomeini has been forced to intervene personally and 
appoint his heir-apparent, Montazeri, to mediate between the quarrelling factions. 


Sources inside Iran have been aware of sharp exchanges between local commanders of 
guards and the Friday prayer leaders in a number of towns, including Shiraz, Isfahan 
and Rasht, on the Caspian Sea. In Shiraz, sources inside Iran have told IPS, two 
senior members of the revolutionary guards recently kept Ayatollah Dastghaib under 
house arrest, apparently with the full cooperation of Dastghaib's own personal body- 
guards. 


Dastghaib is Khomeini's personal representative in Shiraz and also leads Friday 
prayers. He remained under house arrest for several days before Mohsen Rezai flew 
to Shiraz to negotiate his release. Reportedly, he was forced to pay a large sum 
of money to his captors to buy his release. Understandably, the incident was 
hushed up. 


In Isfahan, the chief cleric, Ayatollah Khademi, who is a close associate of 
Khomeini, has had to form a bodyguard of his own armed relatives because he does 
not trust guards assigned to him by the local committee. He has become a target 
for assassination by the guards; several months ago he fled the city, fearing for 
his life. He returned to Isfahan after receiving Khomeini's personal assurances 
for his safety. 


in Rasht, Khomeini's representative, Ayatollah Ehsan Bakhshi, escaped an attempt on 
his life recently. The clergy-controlled media blamed the Mojahedin. But well- 
informed sources said there was a shoot-out between his personal bodyguards and 
revolutionary guards. 


The main cause of friction between the Khomeini-appointed mullahs and the revolu- 
tionary corpsmen is the fact that the mullahs keep most of the booty they receive 
from convicted persons seeking clemency, OF from other sources, for themselves. 

The guards argue that they should get the lion's share of the booty because they 
endanger their lives. These mullahs who act as Khomeini's personal representatives 
have access to enormous amounts of money, including allocations from the National 
Budget, for which they do not have to provide records of how it has been spent. 
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They also take possession of houses, valuables, money and other property confiscated 
from ordinary citizens who are unfortunate enough to be branded as enemies of Islam. 
All the confiscated goods are regarded as “war booty," which must be divided between 
the “warriors” and the Caliph or "Imam." It is differences arising from division 

of the booty which often causes quarrels among the mullahs, guards, and staff of 

the revolutionary committees and courts. 


The mercenary zeal of the guards has often been such that, as on one occasion during 
the summer of 1980, the recently assassinated revolutionary prosecutor-general Ali 
Qodussi complained in a live television interview that the guards only reported for 
duty when there was an order tor confiscation of somebody's house or valuables. 


During the first month of the war with Iraq some of the guards did, however, show 
exceptional bravery in combat. But they soon left the real fighting to the profes- 
sional soldiers and returned to their original task of acting as members of the 
internal security force for the regime or bodyguards for mullahs. 


In his speech Khomeini also said that the guardsmen must show kindness to people. 

He was replying to widespread charges of atrocities committed by the guards, who 
enter people's hcuses at wil! and confiscate valuables, stop motorists for question- 
ing or searches of their vehicles, and resort to extortion from shopkeepers. 


Khomeini and his comrades-in-arms were hoping to strengthen the powers of the revolu- 
tionary guards to such an extent that they might eventually take the place of the 
regular army. They had plans on paper to set up armoured divisions and even an air 
force attached to the revolutionary corps. But in practice, the corps remain a 
collection of private armies gathered around various mullahs or warlords. Hanging 
judge Sadegh Khalkhali, for example, has one of the strongest bands of revolutionary 
guards. These are very much dedicated to their chief because he lets them loot the 
"counter-revolutionaries" at will. 


Revolutionary guards are paid between 30,000 and 50,000 rials ($400 to $700 at the 
official rate) per month. Their salary is thus higher than junior officers in the 
army. The mullahs have never given an exact figure of how many revolutionary 

guards are in service. Independent estimates vary from a peak ot 80,000 to a low 

of 30,000. Since their inception about 5,000 of them have been killed, the majority 
in the war with Iraq. 


One important factor in the growing rift between the guards and their extremist 
bosses is the spreading awareness among the guards that they no longer enjoy any 
vyreat esteem in the public's mind. The torture and other mishandling of prisoners 
in the jails, brutality in the str-ets and the confiscating and stealing of property 


tre all blamed on them, and there is an, albeit naive, tendency among them now to 
blame the mullahs for driving them to what are now seen as unreasonable lengths in 
their treatment of the public. 

"The name pasdar (revolutionary guard) has developed much of the same opprobrium to 
franians as that of SAVAK did in the Shah's time," one Iranian told IPS. "After the 
hate that was whipped up against SAVAK it's perhaps no wonder the guards are 
beginning to worry about their image.” 
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While the guards’ loss of prestige must concern Khomeini if, in fact, he did see 
them as the future single state security arm, for Montazeri, who has to purge 
unreliable elements, there must be a personal relish in the opportunity he is given 
to clamp down on Mojahedin sympathisers. For he has blamed the Mojahedin for the 
bomb blast at the IRP headquarters in which his own son, Mohammad (Ringo) Montazeri, 
died and he has a score to settle. 


The fact that Mojahedin sympathisers . ‘ist among the pasdars or have deliberately 
infiltrated them is demonstrated by -ae photographs, ,.eces of film and other evi- 
dence smuggled from prisons in Iran and sent out tv opposition grovys in Europe. 
The Mojahedin-e-Khalq magazine, Mojahed, also recencl”’ recounted the story of Kazem 
Afjehi, who, it said, had infiltrated the guards at &vin prison and helped get rid 
of a notorious guard named Kuchui. 


cso: 4600/101 








IRAN 


MOVE TO CENTRALIZE DECISION MAKING IN MAJLIS EXAMINED 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 29 Oct 81 pp 4-6 


[Text] An exchange of letters between Majlis speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani and 
Ayatollah Khomeini (see IPS issues Nos 42 and 43) in which Khomeini delegated 
his powers as "Faghih" (all powerful spiritual leader) to the Majlis, has now 
created a great deal of anxiety among theologians, even those who have until now 
supported Khomeini and his brand of Islamic government. 


When the letters were published by the media in Tehran on Oct 11, many people were 
baffled by their ambiguity. A number of observers realised that Khomeini and his 
henchmen were up to something devious, but they did not know what. Now they see 
that the whole scenario was concocted by Khomeini and his gang members to basically 
change the whole system of Shia jurisprudence--a system which has evolved through 
centuries of experience and profound deliberations. 


During the past week or SO; the media in Tehran have carried letters and cables 

by "clergymen" in the provinces supporting the move to authorise the Majlis to 
decide on "secondary matters of Islamic jurisprudence." These letters of support 
are signed by hardline clergymen sent by Khomeini to provincial centres 4s his 
representatives. They are Khomeini's own gang members, and are not regarded as 
independent, senior theologians. But the operation is designed to give credibility 


to a well-planned move to centralise the decision-making process in theological 
matters at the Majlis. 


This will mark a departure from the established Shi'ite tradition which opposes 
centralisation of the "church." According to Shi'ite traditions, the faithful are 
either personally well-versed in theological matters, in which case they would fol- 
low their own understanding of the rules on "secondary matters," or they need 
guidance. Those who need guidance are free to choose a senior theologian from among 
the ulema. The senior theologians make rulings on "secondary matters," the idea be- 
ing that primary matters are well defined and unchanged. 


Secondary matters usually concern adaptation of newly developed social phenomena on 
basic religious matters. For instance, the invention of radio was a new develop- 
ment; those among -he faithful who were in doubt as to whether it was proper to buy 
a set or not sought guidance from the theologians of their choice. Others who had 
no doubt acted on their own understanding. 











Primary matters are rulings based on Qoranic instructions as well as sunnat, hadith 
and khabar, which were accepted by the bulk of the ulema before the "sates of inno- 
vation" were closed in the 9th century A.D. Since then the Sunnite Muslims have 
effectively disqualified their caliphs from enjoying the qualifications of being 
infallible. Thus, the caliphs, who were theoretically successors to the Prophet, 
were barred from making any kind of religious rules. They were authorised to sit 
in consultation with the ulema to engage in interpretation of holy texts and sunnat 
to guide the faithful on new develoments. Such sittings constituted a religious 
concensus known as "Ijma." But members of Ijma were barred from any kind of 
"Ijtihad," for fear of heresy. They were, therefore, required to find an analogy 
in the sunnat whenever they made a new ruling. This was known as "Qiyas." Thus, 
since the 9th century A.D. (2nd century A.H.) the science of "Usul" was based on 
the Qoran, Sunnat, [jma and Qiyas. Qiyas had thus replaced Ijtihad; in other words, 
the door for Ijithad was closed to Sunni Muslims. Attempts to revive the practice 
of Ijtihad in the late 19th century in Egypt and Turkey met with failure. 


The Shi'ite "church" originally accepted the four principal elements of Usul; 
namely, Qoran, Sunnat, Ijma and Ijtihad. But they parted ways when the Sunnis 
decided to replace Ijtihad by Qiyas. Instead, the Shias ruled that the fourth ele- 
ment should be the individual's right to use his wisdom, or Aql. 


Thus, the Shias introduced a great measure of individua! liberty on religious rul- 
ings. This was particularly vital to the survival of the faith, whose adherents 
were dispersed all over the then known world under varying natural, political and 
social conditions. 


Thanks to this liberty, the Shi'ite establishment maintained its vitality throughout 
the centuries and developed into a decentralised and yet coherent entity. And the 
Shi'ite theologians managed to remain above day-to-day politics, reserving to them- 
selves the privileye of being the authority of the last resort. It was this charac- 
teristic which allowed the Shi'ite establishment to live in peace with the strong 
waves of modernism and secularism which swept Iran at the turn of the century, 
culminating in the Constitutional Revolution of 1906. 


One theologian who tried to oppose the constitutional movement, Shaikh Fazlollah 
Noori, was arrested in 1906 and hanged after being found guilt of "corruption on 
earth" the following year--the only instance before the Khomeini era of such a 
sentence being passed. 


Noori (then the title of Ayatollah was not yet coined) is now hailed as a hero by 
the Khomeini regime and his grandson, Noureddin Kia-Noori, is the First Secretary of 


the Moscow-backed Tudeh party. 


Now Khomeini has decided to do away with the time-honoured Shia tradition of decen- 
tralisation and individual liberty to use wisdom by giving the Majlis the sole right 
to rule on secondary matters of faith. This must pose a great danger to the estab- 
lished faith. 


If Khomeini succeeds in this project, he will be able to put an end to the tradition 


of individual liberty to choose Marja Taghlid--that is, individual Shias will be 
barred from choosing a theologian of their own choice to follow. They will be 
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required to follow the rulings of the Majlis not only on political matters but on 
matters of faith. This is contrary to principles of the faith which stipulate there 
is no coercion in faith. 


Many Iranians now fear that through this scheme Khomeini and his henchmen will be 
able to introduce Marxist ideas and practices beneath a religious cover. This is 
a genuine fear because the Khomeini clique dominating the Majlis are either them- 
selves deeply affected by Marxism or are opportunists who often try to be more 
radical than their arch enemies, the Mojahedin. 


Leaflets distributed in Tehran last week accused Khomeini of destroying the last 
bastion against communism which is the Shi-ite "church." 


"By deceit, treacher and genocide, you inflicted heavy blows to the institutions of 
monarchy and nationalism," one leaflet addressed to Khomeini said. "Now you have 
tried to destroy the foundations of faith through your inside agents, who wear 
turbans but are atheists and communists." 


Meanwhile, it was reported that thousands of letters have been sent to Ayatollahs 
Golpayegani and Marashi-Najafi protesting at their support for the presidential 
elections and drawing their attention to the new move to centralise theological 
affairs in the Majlis, "which is dominated by corrupt, bloodthirsty and non-believing 


elements." 


cso: 4600/101 
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LRAN 


MORE IRANIAN DIPLOMATS RESIGN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 29 Oct 81 pp 6-7 


[Text] The Islamic Foreign Ministry in Tehran sent a circular to all its embassies 
and diplomats abroad ordering them to supply information, including names and 
addresses, on all Bahais, counter-revolutionaries and "so-called students" residing 
in the areas of their missions. 


A photocopy of the circular, signed by Javad Mansouri, deputy minister for cultural 
affairs at the ministry, has been received by IPS' Paris diplomatic correspondent. 
A source close to the Paris embassy of the Islamic republic who asked not to be 
identified confirmed the existence of such a circular. 


The circular also orders that there should be no revalidating of passports of the 
groups mentioned. 


The circular is among many other measures on Iranian diplomats which have led to 

an accelerating rate of resignations among career diplomats at embassies abroad in 
recent weeks. According to informed sources in Tehran a total of 35 have given up 
their posts and sought political asylum from host countries so far. Two other non- 
career diplomats have also quit. Most of those who have resigned from their posts 
have done so at great risk to members of their families still living in Iran as 
well as considerable financial loss. Yet they say they were unable to continue 
serving under a regime which had no respect for even the most elementary norms of 
decent behaviour in the international field. 


They generally specify their charges as follows: 


|. The Mullahs' regime has turned all its legations abroad into nests of espionage, 
as they used to call the U.S. Embassy. All staff are required to spy on Iranians 
living abroad, engage in propaganda activities and often take part in things like 
beating up other Iranians. 


2. All staff are required to cooperate with intelligence cadres of Libyan, 
Algerian, North Yemeni and other so-called hardline countries' embassies. Most of 
these countries are ruled by regimes who also frequently ignore international law. 


}. The regime has purged, dismissed and pensioned off almost 60 percent of the 


administrative and diplomatic staff of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. As a result, 
any official with more than 14 years of service has been forced out and replaced by 
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unqualified, inexperienced and ignorant people who have been brought to the diplo- 
matic service not on their merit or qualifications but because they are related to 
this or that mullah, or are members of the regime's spying apparatus. Diplomatic 
jobs are also given to students and other supporters of Khomeini as reward for 
services rendered, such as organising demonstrations or engaging in underhand jobs 
for the regime. 


At one time, the present Iranian charge d'affaires in Pakistan was a maintenance 
worker repairing coolers. The job was a reward for his efforts in mobilising 
thousands of residents of South Tehran to take part in demonstrations for the 
regime. A well-known adventurist mullah, Nategh-Nouri, and a notorious turbanned 
gun-slinger named Hadi Ghaffari are said to be the managers of intelligence opera- 
tions abroad for the mullahs, using diplomatic immunity as a cover. These two 
mullahs appeint their own aides as top officials in Iranian diplomatic missions 
abroad. 


The defectors have also said that the Iranian Embassy in London houses some of the 
most notorious gun slingers of the Khomeini regime. The diplomats say many staff 
attached to the embassy in the British capital are former agitators who have been 
deported from the U.S. in the past for breaches of the peace. Now they have been 
brought back to London under new passports with diplomatic cover. In Paris, Bonn, 
West Berlin and Stockholm, too, most of the so-called accredited diplomats are 
former gang leaders of South Tehran who allied themselves with the Islamic Republi- 
can Party, the defecting diplomats say. 


The hanging judge Sadegh Khalkhali is also keen on getting a foothold for himself 
in the embassies abroad. He has claimed that he has sent his gunmen to France to 
kill Bani-Sadr, Rajai and Shahpour Bakhtiar, and he has also claimed to the press 
that he has already placed some of his killers in diplomatic missions. 


What has astonished the resigning diplomats is the way Western governments have 
tolerated acts of international terrorism by Khomeini, they say. One of them told 
IPS that during the Shah's reign Western journalists as well as human rights 
activists were magnifying often minor incidents, but now major crimes have been 
committed by the Khomeini regime and the same journalists have either ignored them 
or worse, tried to justify Khomeini's atrocities on grounds that he believes in 
what he is doing and that he has the support of the people. 


CSO: 4600/1001 
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IRAN 


"BROAD COALITION' PLAN RAISES EXILE OPPOSITION HOPES 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 29 Oct 81 pp 11-12 


[Text] A broad coalition, in which Shapour Bakhtiar and his National Iranian 
Resistance Movement, veteran statesman Ali Amini, Ahmad Madani, Hassan Nazih and 
other prominent opposition figures and groups are said to have expressed their 
willingness to find ways of working together to topple Khomeini and his regime, 


is seen by some observers to be the first positive step towards a concerted opposi- 
tion movement so far. 


Sources close to some of the people who have been taking part in discussions in 
which Ayatollah Mehdi Rohani, the senior Shi'ite cleric in Europe, has played a 
central role, say that it is hoped that General Bahram Aryana and other senior 
military officers who are associated with the monarchist cause may also join. 


Each group which joined the coalition would retain its own identity and ideology 
and the second task, after the toppling of Khomeini, would be to ensure a free 
vote by all Iranians on the system under which they wish to be governed, whether 
it was monarchy or a republic, a source said. 


After this the groups would split up and go their own way for political purposes, 
the sources said. 


Immediate reaction among the exile Iranian community in Europe was a cautious feel- 
ing of relief that the political groups had realised concerted action was an impera- 
tive need. "If this gets off the ground it seems to represent a common sense 
approach to the matter that lranians, whatever their views, can only support," said 
one veteran diplomat. 


Meanwhile Seyed Mehdi Pirasteh, a former interior minister and diplomat, is reported 
to have been drumming up support for a National Iranian Liberation Organisation 
which is also trying to unite the opposition movements against Khomeini. He is 

said to have gathered over 1,000 signatures in support of his efforts. 
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IRAN 


MOTHER PRAISED FOR READINESS TO SHOOT HER SON 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 13 Oct 81 p 15 


[Text] In a message sent to the mother of Reza Khorsandi, glorifying this heroic 


and courageous Muslim woman, Mother Tarigoleslam issued warnings to all alert 
mothers. 


The text of the message is as follows: 
In the name of God, the Determiner 


Greetings to you, oh heroic mother, oh courageous heroine of the Muslims. Greet- 
ings to you who have followed the way of the prophet Noah and abandoned your off- 
spring who has risen against the Islamic Republic, and even proclaimed your readi- 
ness to fire the first bullet at his heart, which is indeed the heart of an enemy 
of Islam and the nation. Yes, Islam always glorifies you heroic women, and on 
resurrection day God will name you as exemplars for those who do not fulfill their 
Islamic duty and for whom their maternal emotions are cbstacles to their Islamic 
obligations. 


One of the messages that the Imam conveyed while I had the glorious honor of being 
in his presence was that all mothers must continue in this way and that emotions 
must not be an obstacle to the discharge of Islamic revolutionary obligations. 
You, oh Mother Khorsandi, are a mother who has fulfilled this obligation which 
Islam and the Imam have placed upon all our shoulders, and you have abandoned your 
deviating offspring to God. 


A matter that I must now stress to all mothers is the matter of taking a warning 
from past programs. The hypocrisy with which the Mojahedin have infected our 
young people must be a warning to us not to place our faith in other groups with- 
out investigation, because they may also impart this hypocrisy and contagion as 
did the Mojahedin. Among these groups are the Moslem Resistance Movement and the 
line of HAFTEH NAMEH-YE OMMAT. All mothers and fathers must be alert and vigilant 
so their offsprings will not be caught up in these activities and this line. 


Two of the Imam's 72 companions at the Karbala of 28 June 1981, Mohammad Montazeri 
and Akbar Azheh'i, were very aware of this line. Hoj jatoleslam Azheh'i even 
brought this up on a television program and took their deviationist line of the 
past to task, saying that these people have the same deviationist line of the 
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Mojahedin but they have not yet become visible to our society. We must not drop 
our guard with respect to them. We must be careful that our children do not fall 
into this dark trap. 


Of course it must be noted now that this group now presents itself as a supporter 
of the Islamic Republic and the Imam. They say "we consider liberalism, meaning 

Bani-Sadr and Bazargan" as our number one enemy, and reaction, “meaning Beheshti, 
Rafsanjani, and Khameneh'i" as the number two enemy. Thus we must be very vigi- 

lant. 


I will now mention some of their past positions so that mothers and fathers can 
have some awareness of their programs. One example is the message of 4 April 1979 
from the Mojahedin to the Moslem Resistance Movement which was sent to them because 
they announced their cooperation with the Mo jahedin. 


A second example is the presentation of corporate candidates from them, the Moja- 
hedin, Jama, and Sash. Among those whose candidacy they advanced for the elec- 
tions to the Assembly of Experts on 18 July 1979 is Dr Lahiji, and everyone knows 
about the documents disclosed by the Students Following the Imam's Line showing 
his connections with the spy nest. 


A third example is their position with respect to the “American” newspaper 
AYANDEGAN, which was closed by the Islamic Revolutionary Court. They, along with 
the Mojahedin, Sash, and Jama, condemned this measure by the Revolutionary Court. 
It must be noted that Radio Israel and America condemned the closure of the news- 
paper AYANDEGAN. 


A fourth example is not voting for the Constitution. On the eve of the referendum 
on the Constitution their hypocritical leader Dr Payman said ‘we will not vote for 
the Constitution, but we will vote for the Imam. Again it must be noted that the 
Imam said concerning the Constitution that it contains not a single word against 
Islam, and he had previously said that ‘if there should be one word in it against 
Islam I will not vote for it.' 


A fifth example is the letter they sent to the clerical members of the Majles 
which addressed them in abusive terms. 


A sixth example is their failure to adopt a position on that Soviet spy Sa'adati's 
execution. They did not condemn him in any way. 


In general, there is their unwillingness to appear on television and announce 

their deviationist ideological positions and many other objections. It is thus 
incumbent upon all mothers and fathers to look out for their children so they do 
not get involved with this sort of hypocritical and counterrevolutionary group. 

Oh heroic mother, again I send you praises from afar and I stress that we must 

not allow the same calamity that the hypocrites brought upon our youth, destroy- 
ing their world here and in the hereafter, to begin again under a new name. We 
must stand against these treasonous plots until the last drop of blood, and not 
allow our youth, whom we have brought up for years and years with such difficulty, 
to be suddenly stolen by them and dragged down into the service of the superpowers. 


Peace and the mercy and blessings of God be upon you. Mother Tariqoleslam. 


9310 
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IRAQ 


PAST YEAR'S ECONOMIC PROGRESS REVIEWED 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 2 Sep 81 p 5 


[Article by Muhammad ‘Abd Naji: "The Iraqi Economy: A Year of War and Develop- 
ment; The Challenges Imposed on The Economy Released Creative and Productive Ener- 
gies and Abilities; Centers of Vital Confrontation in the Economy Have Experienced 
a Significant Revival and Greater Growth During Wartime; The Iraqi Administration 
Confirmed Practical Abilities in Planning The War and Development Successfully and 
With Balance"™] 


[Text] Whenever challenges raise the intelligence to the level of conscious re- 
sponse, momentum from the positive achievements inevitably spreads over the plane 
of reality. When a balanced social, political, and economic system provides the 
elements of objective response, the challenges create new and progressive values 
which are added to a series of qualitative and quantitative gains in support of the 
system and its cause. 


Such a future awaits the Arab nation of Iraq as it emerges from a year of war against 
the enemies of the Arab nation on its eastern flank. During this year of war, the 
will of the Arab and his noble response to all the challenges that confronted him 
were clearly demonstrated. 


Indeed, the imperialist, Zionist, and racist forces have long aimed at thwarting 
[raq's cultural revival, fearing that its radiance and revolutionary stance might 

gain stature in the Arab homeland. For this reason, one of the primary targets 

of the war was the economic and social development whose features have begun to emerge 
with increasing clarity. 


[he Iraqi economy and its progressive achievements and the Iraqi move toward de- 
velopment came under attack. However, the Iraqi economy responded to the challenge 
with tremendous vitality, confirming the vitality of economic planning and the 

sound economic program as conceived by the Iraqi administration. In order to docu- 
ment the capabilities of the Iraqi economy to respond to the challenges during the 
year of war, one must examine the achievements attained by the sectors of the Iraqi 
economy during the war period. In this way, one may arrive at a definite conclusion 
which will clarify the directions and future horizons of this economy. Using this 
approach, perhaps it is important to examine what has been achieved in the economic 
sectors and what will be achieved subsequently in order to clarify the picture. 
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Development of the economic sectors: The economic sectors have achieved substan- 
tial developments that have attracted the attention of observers and economic ana- 
lysts throughout the world. It could not have been imagined that high production 
levels could be maintained with a large percentage of the work force absent from 
production centers in order to fight on the various fronts. However, it would ap- 
pear that the challenges that confronted Iraq released the energies and the creative 
and productive capabilities of the masses. 


Some observers believed that the war problems would preclude the availability of 
the raw materials necessary for various kinds of production. This is an accepted 
fact in traditional conceptions. However, Iraq has demonstrated that this problem 
is easily overcome through conscientious and careful planning with regard to de- 
velopment requirements in spite of war conditions. 


It was also believed that the society would be plunged into a state of frustration 
and exasperation as the war dragged on, producing a negative impact on production 
and development projects. However, all these predictions failed to materialize in 
the Iraqi experience because of the practical policy pursued by the political ad 
ministration. The political leaders were able to achieve the optimum mobilization 
of human and natural resources based on a balance between the war and development. 


The economic sectors engaged in substantial and tireless activity during the war 
years and made important strides toward the building of the future. At this point, 
we might mention just a few of the most important achievements. 


The industrial sector: Investment allocations for the industrial sector were 6.2 
percent higher in 1981 than in 1980. This provides substantial proof of the increased 
attention that has been focused on the industrial sector as an important pioneer 
sector in Iraqi development. The industrial organizations responded to the state's 
directives by increasing production. During the first 6 months of the year, the 

State Organization for Engineering Industries achieved a production increase of 26 
percent over the same period last year according to data presented in the expanded 
conference of the Ministry held early in August. 


Announcements of various industrial projects have followed regularly depite the 
burdens the war has imposed on development. Of the many projects that have been 
announced, perhaps the most important are the following: a number of disinfectant 
materials projects at a cost of approximately 200 million Iraqi dinars ($670 mil- 
lion), a cement project at a cost of around 70.4 million dinars ($240 million), a 
huge project for the construction of an automobile complex in al-Suwayrah, and a 
brick manufacturing project at a cost of some 44 million dinars ($145 million). 


Aside from these new projects, the projects established before the war have continued 
to produce at advanced levels. 


The housing, building, and construction sector: The projects of the housing, 
building and construction sector continued to carry out their developmental pro- 
grams. The foreign companies that left Iraq at the beginning of the war returned 
to continue their operations in this sector, and high rates of plan completion were 
observed in this field of activity. For example, the prefabricated construction 
administration in Karbala' implemented 81 percent of its production plan for the 
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first half of this year with the assembly of 264 dwellings out of a planned 324 
units. During the 7 April celebrations this year, contracts were signed for the 
implementation of an industrial city in Basrah and the construction of some 16 
agricultural colleges. Iraq has allocated around $3.4 billion (1 billion Iraqi 
dinars) for housing projects during the current year. 


Particular importance was given to the projects of the autonomous region and the 
southern and central governorates in an effort to achieve regional balance in de- 
velopment projects. 


The services sector: Iraqi planning focused attention on the development of serv‘ces 
projects. Some 650 million dinars ($2.1 billion) was allocated for sewer system 
projects in the city of Baghdad. Work on these projects was accelerated and Korean, 
Japanese, and other companies are now working to complete them. Some 42 million 
dinars was allocated for completion of health, cultural, and educational projects 

in the Governorate of al-Anbar. Iraq set aside financial allocations for the health 
sector which exceeded last year's allocations by 54 percent. Similarly, allocations 
for education were increased 17 percent over last year and allocations for the in- 
formation sector were increased by 26 percent over last year. 


Economic observers may note the extent to which services projects have expanded in 
the various governorates and the degree of vitality in the work of these sectors in 
spite of war conditions. 


The transportation and communications sector: The transportation and communications 
sector has not lagged behind the other sectors that have received considerable 
attention despite war conditions. Observers studied the announcement concerning the 
implementation of the Baghdad Metro project at a cost of $1 billion. They also noted 
Iraq's enthusiasm for the implementation of the railway project connecting Iraq 

and the Gulf states. Iraqis succeeded in completing a number of modern roads both 
within the country and in the liberated areas regained by Iraq in its war with Iran. 
These roads totaled over 30,000 kilometers. 


Construction is currently in progress on 517 kilometers of modern roadway in the 
governorate of Basrah at a cost of 48 million dinars. This project includes the 
al-Zubayr-Safwan road linking Basrah with Kuwait. In addition, Iraq has signed 

a contract with a French railway company for a $3.4-billion railroad project as 
well a: another contract to expand the Hayfa Street project in Baghdad at a cost of 
around 21 million Iraqi dinars. Baghdad is endeavoring to develop public transpor- 
tation through the addition of modern buses. Purchase agreements for buses have 
been concluded with West Germany, Japan, and Hungary. 


The agricultural sector: Iraq's concern for agricultural development projects has 
not diminished. Investment allocations for these projects during the current year 
exceeded the 1980 allocations by 34.9 percent. After the war had been in progress 
for 5 months, Iraq concluded a $1.5-billion contract with several European companies 
for the construction of the Mosul dam. There are also additional projects for the 
construction of other dams including the al-Rutbah and Hamrin dams. Attention was 
also focused on development of the agricultural sector through the provision of the 
necessary requirements for its advancement. Thus, the al-Rutbah dam in the Hawran 
Valley was opened at the beginning of August. The responsible agencies jointly 
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studied ways of developing the contemporary villages. Also, Iraq increased the 
loans granted to farmers to aid them with agricultural operations, not to mention 
the provision of agricultural guidance and consultation. 


Foreign trade: The directions of foreign trade during the time of war were in keep- 
ing with the demands and needs of the Iraqi services and economic sectors. Foreign 
trade met these needs without any bottlenecks in distribution or in the time re- 
quired for the arrival of materials and products. The foreign trade budget reached 
around $19 billion during 1981, representing a 35.8-percent increase over 1980. 


Iraqi planning did not neglect the strategic importance of providing necessary goods 
to the Iraqi citizen. In fact, the same applies to most luxury goods. Analysts 
have noted how the Iraqis have not even neglected to import children's toys in order 
to create a balance between the waging of the war and the building of the new man. 


These few examples of the accomplishments in various economic sectors represent a 
small part of the whole reality in Iraq at the present time. Iraq has created a 
unique experiment in building for the future under the hard conditions and burdens 
of the national confrontation with the enemy of the [Arab] nation. 


When the Zioni,t enemy bombed the nuclear reactor in Iraq in the midst of Iraq's 
preoccupation with its conflict with Iran, imperialist, Zionist, and racist circles 
calculated that this blow along with the tremendous added burdens of ihe conflict 
would produce a severe breakdown in the Iraqi mood and the Iraqi Arab mentality. 
They felt tha’. this breakdown would send the vital centers of confrontation of 
political, economic, and social administration into a state of paralysis or despair 
which would affect the vital drives toward the building of the nation and resistance. 


However, the traditional calculations failed once again to gauge the extent of 

Iraq's response to the challenge. The centers of confrontation pursued their course 
with even greater determination to resist. The Iraqi worker's desire to increase 
production has not weakened. Nor has there been a weakening in the will of the Iraqi 
administration to plan for additional production in all vital facilities involved in 
building Iraq's economic and social systems. 


Thus, the Iraqi Arab man has risen to an advanced level of responsiveness in repu- 
diation of a state of weakness. He has developed the facilities of the state and 
its economy to an advanced state of development and growth despite the harshness 
of the conditions imposed on it. 


[Iraq has not forgotten its aid to the developing states despite the burdens of the 
national conflict. Its aid payments to Third World countries have continued, thus 
confirming the earnestness of Iraq‘s position on Third World issues and its dis- 
tinctive role in relation to these issues. The aid payments to these countries 
have continued to occupy a special status in its scale of priorities. 


Thus, the Iraqi economy efter a year of war provides an earnest model for the active 
Arab economy which supports human experience with new precepts and affirms to the 
world the Arabs' ability to respond to all challenges imposed upon them by the 
enemies of the Arab nation. 


8591 
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ISRAEL 


FLAWS IN CEASE-FIRE WITH LEBANON POINTED OUT 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 26 Jul 81 p 6 
/article: "A Fragile and Dangerous Agreement"/ 


/Text/ With all the relief and respite that the cease-fire agreement has brought 
to the residents of Galilee settlements, the serious flaws in this agreement mst 
be pointed out. Its lack of clarity is the first: No one knows to whom it applies 
or does not apply and what activities are permitted or prohibited within its frame- 


work. 


The terrorists hastened to give it an interpretation that is difficult to accept: 
It prohibits the firing of Katyushas and guns on Israeli territory, but not on the 
Christian enclave in Southern Lebanon. On Saturday this interpretation was even 
translated into action. The several Katyusha salvos that fell in settlements in 
the enclave confronted the militias of Major Haddad with a difficult dilemma: Are 
they obliged to observe the cease-fire and not to react while their settiements 
are not protected against attacks? 


And how is Israel to act in case the terrorists prepare an infiltration into our 
territory from land or sea? Will it be permitted to attack the departure base, or 
will this be considered a violation of the cease-fire? 


Indeed, Jerusalem has clarified that we reserve ourselves the right to act against 
the terrorists’ hostile deployment and organization. But is this also acceptable 
to Washington? 


The fact that the terrorists will be able to recover from the serious blows they 
suffered in the last 2 weeks, to repair their damaged base and to organize them- 
selves for renewed hostile activities will be one of the unfortunate results of 
the cease-fire. 


it is difficult to judge if, indeed, they were close to destruction, as military 
circles are inclined to believe. The fact that Yasir Arafat had expressed read- 
iness co cease fire even before Philip Habib left for his mission indicates that 
the terrorists’ situation was difficult during the last few days. They were saved 
from additional blows and they can take advantage of the cease-fire to bring new 
artillery weapons, to prepare a stock of ammunition and to wait for an opportunity. 
Their advantage is that they have radical organizations, on which it will be pos- 
sible to place the responsibility for every violation. 


77 











It seems that we will pay the highest price on the political front: The agreement 


gave terrorist organizations the status of a party to war and a party to negotia- 
tions. Despite all the elements of mediation that operated here--the United States, 
the United Nations and the Saudis--and despite Israel's forceful demand that there 
be no negotiations with the PLO, it, not the fiction called the Government of Leba- 


non, is a partner to this agreement. 


11,439 
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ISRAEL 


ASPECTS OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH DESCRIBED 


Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 7 Aug 81 pp 12-13 (Weekend Supplement) 


/Article by ‘Ami Biberman: "Don't Climb a High Tree"/ 


/Text/ One day former Minister of Agriculture Qadish Luz, of blessed memory, vis- 
ited the Voleani Center (Station for Agricultural Research at that time). His 
hosts at the plantation department wanted to surprise him with a new Israeli prod- 
uct and served him a cup of coffee from the fruits of their plantations. The min- 
ister was excited to hear the news that coffee was being grown in Israel and asked 
with amazement: "How are your crops?" Prof Yitzhaq Arnon, director of the insti- 
tute at that time, remarked wittily: "You have just drunk the entire crop of the 
State of Israel for this year..." 


Since that cup of coffee Israeli agriculture has traversed a long path. A great 
deal of work has been invested in the adoption and cultivation of additional exot- 
ic plants, but experience has demonstrated that not every plant that can be grown 
in Israel is bound to occupy a place in agriculture and coffee is a good example 

of this. Its crops in Israel are low and its fruits do not ripen at the same time, 
but gradually. It needs many harvests and the investment of expensive work-days 

in harvesting. The shortage of manpower has long been the Achilles" heel of Isra- 
eli agriculture and, according to the forecast, will continue to worsen even more 
in the year 2000. Right now citrus growers have difficulty finding workers for the 
citrus fruit harvest and everyone knows that most of those now engaged in this work 
are Arabs from the areas. The day when this manpower is no longer available to 
citrus growers is not far off. Therefore, today a great deal of work is done on 
researching the possibility of development of a low plant, so that it would be pos- 
sible to pick its fruits mechanically, or at least without the need for ladders 

and other hoisting equipment, whose operation is slow and inconvenient. The suc- 
cesses of the workers of the agricultural research administration in Bet Dagan 
point to a revolutionary, new approach to fruit growing in the year 2000. There 
will be no high trees rich in foliage planted at big distances from each other, but 
a field plantation, where trees will be planted very densely. As a result of the 
competition among trees for living space, their boughs will be reduced and, in 
fact, they will be bushes. They will be not much taller than people. Such peaches 
as well as nectarines, have already been developed and soon we will also see such 
‘nnovations in the citrus branch. A reduction in the size of citrus fruits will 

be made possible not only by crowding trees and limiting their root space. Re- 
searchers at the departments of citrus trees and virology in Bet Dagan have found 
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that certain citrus trees infected with the exocortis virus are shorter than non- 
infected trees. At the sume time, their crops are not lower and they even bear 
fruit earlier than other trees. This finding points to the possibility of infect- 
ing trees with a virus as one of the initiated means of developing a short tree. 


Simultaneously with the work on reducing the sizes of trees done by physiologists 
and geneticists agricultural engineers work on the development of auxiliary equip- 
ment that will replace manual labor in harvest work. The first combine of its kind 
in the world for harvesting peaches planted by the field-plantation method was de- 
veloped at the Institute for Agricultural Engineering in Bet Dagan. This combine 
operates successfully and heralds an era during which innovative harvesting ma- 
chines will replace the labor of thousands of workers. The peach combine cuts the 
boughs of a tree at a height of about 10 cm above the ground. The tree is brought 
to the shaking out system located in the upper part of the combine. The fruit is 
separated from the tree and is concentrated in containers, while the cut tree is 
ejected from the rear. Right new the combine harvests about 4 donums per hour and 
replaces dozens of workers. The stump, which made up the lower part of the tree 
trunk, will produce new branches in summer and the tree will again bear fruit the 
following spring. The method of growing peaches on # dense plantation, which con- 
tains about 1,000 trees per donum, has already been tested for several years. 

This method is also suitable for small family farms. The fruit will be picked 
from the low tree manually and the pruning will also be done with small equipment, 
but harvest work will be easier for them and labor capacity will increase several 
times because of the small size of the tree. The problem of blows and blemishes 
will continue to occupy engineers in the next few years. 


Vegetarian devourers of fruits and others who desire to diversify their menu with 
new exotic fruits can now find heretofore unknown varieties in fancy shops. These 
varieties are grown in acclimatization gardens in Bet Dagan and from there they 

are distributed to farmers. In the future mango, lichi, "fijoya," actinidia, ma- 
cadamia nuts, papaya, carambola, anona, "longen" and others will be found in fruit 
shops and markets in greater quantitites than can be seen even now, although not 

on a mass scale. The chance to discover an unknown dainty fruit, or a cross bet- 
ween existing fruits, is quite slim. Nor should we expect the cultivation of "square 
fruits that will fit well in a box," which is the foolish belief of those that ex- 
pect science to find solutions for everything. Familiar nuts, which every Israeli 
likes, such as pistachios, walnuts and hazelnuts, need special climatic conditions. 
It is always better to import them. On the other hand, it can be expected to a 
large degree of certainty that the diversification and quality of the common vari- 
eties will be improved considerably. 


[It is very important to know that, in order to develop a high-quality fruit or 
vegetable, it is not enough to cultivate an improved variety. It is necessary to 
invest a great deal of work in the development of a system of land cultivation 
with proper fertilization. In economical and efficient irrigation, in the pro- 
tection of plants against pests and diseases, in the solution of fruit picking 
problems and in the harvesting, transportation and prolongation of the shelf life 
of fruits Israel now holds one of the first places in the world in scientific and 
technological innovation in agricultural fields and this should ensure its supe- 
riority over potential competitors. 











Express for the New Variety 


One of the fields in which a very valuable change is expected is the field of seed- 
ling preparation by means of a tissue culture. This method is based on a discovery 
that is not new, according to which it is possible to take a group of cells froma 
certain plant, to plant them in a test tube or in a bottle under sterile conditions 
on a food base containing minerals, sugars and other materials vital for the devel- 
opment of the tissue and after several weeks to obtain a plant containing all the 
organs existing in an ordinary plant. This method makes it possible to produce 
within a few months hundreds of thousands of seedlings identical in their charac- 
teristics to the mother plant. This means that, if a plant with positive charac- 
teristics is discovered, theoretically it is possible to reproduce and transform 

it into an outstanding plant within 1 year. If we wanted to reproduce it by means 
of seeds or shoots, as is customary today, we would be forced to wait many years 
for the creation of the proper number of seedlings. The important advantages of 
this method include the possibility of obtaining seedlings free of pests, whose 
crops will exceed the crops of infected seedlings by dozens of percent. 


What about the vegetable varieties that we will be able to eat in the year 2000? 
Will the scientist succeed in creating plants that do not exist in nature; for ex- 
ample, a cross between a tomato and a potato? 


Indeed, important breakthroughs in the field of joining single cells of different 
varieties and creating a supranatural laboratory plant have been made in Israel and 
throughout the world in the last few years. Scientists are capable of removing the 
cell membrane from a single cell, joining it with a single cell of another variety 
and transmitting desirable characteristics from one plant to another. Scientists 
in Germany succeeded in crossing a potato with a tomato in this way and in obtain- 
ing a cross plant--pomato. This cross plant contained a combination of the char- 
acteristics of both its parents, but agriculturally it had no value and did not 
bear fruit, as did its parents separately. This does not mean that what nature 
does not create is of no use. Conversely, such crossing (intercellular joining) 
will be of agricultural benefit in the future, mainly because of the possibility 

of lending desirable characteristics to plants of certain varieties, characteris- 
tics not present in them, but existing in plants of another variety. The trans- 
mission of characteristics from one variety to another in a directed way is one of 
the activities of genetic engineering. There is a great deal of interest in this 
field of activity in Israel and throughout the world. A team of geneticists in 

Bet Dagan is engaged in new developments in the area of transmission of desirable 
characteristics from one variety to another. 


Crossing will not replace the large-scale improvement work on the creation of 
choice cross varieties resistant to diseases, drought, salinity and so forth. 
Therefore, vegetables and fruits of a better quality than that of existing vari- 
eties are expected in the year 2000. The subject of quality, which has not re- 
ceived proper attention thus far, will become much more important than it has been 
up to now. Quality varieties will increase the farmer's income and will prolong 


the marketing season. :- 











For Cure and Ornament 


The importance of medicinal plants has increased in the last few years. The world 
has realized that medications based on synthetic chemical materials do not bring 
relief to every affliction and often cause undesirable side effects. On the other 
hand, natural materials produced from plants can cure and alleviate patients' con- 
dition without causing damage or other disturbances. In the past a large number 

of medicinal plants and spices were brought to Europe and America from the Orient 
and the population of those plants was nonuniform and of an unsatisfactcry quality. 
In the last few years developed countries have begun to be interested in medicinal 
plants and spices and to grow them in agriculture. The main way of utilizing plant 
components is by means of extraction. For example, morphine, which relieves pain, 
is produced from the poppy plant. Scopolamine, which forms the basis for tranquil- 
izers, is produced from the duboisia or datura plant, whereas digoxin and digitoxin 
present in medications for heart patients are produced from the foxglove plant. 


The proportion of medicinal plants, mainly spices and fragrant plants, in Israeli 
agriculture will continue to increase. Leaf spices--medicinal sage, oregano and 
mar joram--are now grown on commercial areas on a number of farms. Fragrant plants 
for the production of ethereal oil will grow on vast areas and, apparently, the 
Galilee will be Israel's main perfumery region because of the suitability of the 
plants for its climate and conditions. Ethereal oil will be produced from lavender 
and nettle-leaved sage. An enterprise for the extraction of ethereal oil from such 
plants as nettle-leaved sage, geranium, basil and fennel now operates in Miluot in 
the Western Galilee. The scale is still small. As the cultivation becomes estab- 
lished and expands, perfume production will intensify. The production of various 
perfume products is anticipated in the year 2000. This will be one of the valise 
exports--small-volume and low-weight products that can be carried in a valise and 
their price is invaluable. 


The flower branch has developed at a rapid rate in Israel in the last 15 years. 
[ts products are on every table in West European countries during winter months. 
The flowers that decorate the apartment of the average Israeli are mostly export 
surpluses--roses, dwarf carnations, gladiolas, statice, gypsophila, gerbera and 
other cut flowers. Recently, many flower growers have reached a critical stage. 
This situation calls for a change in the approach to the future of the flower 
branch in [srael. The concept now guiding research and development workers in the 
branch of ornamental plants and flowers is to place emphasis on the varieties 
growing in the field (not in a hothouse), which can be grown without investments 
in structures and heating. The development of cheap marketing opportunities by 

ips instead of airplanes is also considered. Much attention is paid to the cul- 
tivation of flowers in problematical regions, such as mountains and the Jordan 
Valley. The flowers whose cultivation was or is to be completed in the next few 
years include various narcissus varieties, anemones and gladiolas--mainly dwarf 
and delicate varieties that do not upset the vase. Work is done on the adoption 
and cultivation of sunflowers (suitable for the Jordan Valley),"anigozantus --a 
flower brought from Australia recently--lilies, dwarf carnation varieties, ger- 
bera, thick-calyx hibiscus, hippeastrum and so forth. Before the end of this cen- 
tury the selection of varieties and species will be diversified by a large number 
of new types and towards the year 2000 there will be spectacular flowers on the 
market--most of them cross varieties of presently existing species, but, in part, 
alsi"plants brought to Israel from remote places, as well as original products-- 
fruits of crossing and genetic engineering. 
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It should be noted that the branch of potted and indoor plants will also be greatly 
diversified. Whereas today many of the indoor plants offered for sale in nurseries 
are imported from Holland or other countries, the proportion of the plants culti- 
vated in Israel, which will survive more successfully than imported plants, will 
increase in the future. 


The State of Israel spends an amount exceeding 400 million dollars on the purchase 
of fodder seeds and imported meat. This is the biggest item of expenditure in the 
area of food. The main objective of agricultural research on animals now and in 
the next few years is to reduce fodder export and to increase the production of 
local meat. 


The research system is examining various byproducts of agriculture and industry, 
such as substitute food for seeds. The examined substitutes include straw that 
underwent various treatments, stubble and cotton byproducts, disinfected poultry 
manure, sludge of barn manure after its exploitation for methane production, sludge 
that accumulates in the process of purification of municipal sewage, cheese water 
created in dairies, peels and waste of the food industry, sea weeds, phosphates and 
so forth. Since the problem is investigated on a large scale, it is anticipated 
that the proportion of cheap substitutes in the general food ration of animals will 
increase in 10 to 20 years. 


Of course, significant progress is expected in each of the animal breeding branches. 
We will mention only some of these achievements. The milk that will be produced in 
the future will be cleaner and better than the milk produced now, mainly because of 
the steps taken to stop the use of sprays against ticks and of antibiotics whose 
remainders are found in milk, contaminating it. There is already a significant 
improvement in the quality of milk, as compared with its quality in the last few 
years, and it is expected that the improvement will continue in the future. 


The supply of meat from local sources will also be diversified. An increase in the 
supply of mutton is expected owing to the success in raising the number of offspring 
delivered by ewes of breeds prevalent in Israel. The production of less fat oxen 

is expected as a result of proper diet. Delicacies and fancy products made of tur- 
key and poultry meat will be developed. The supply of fish and various sea fruits 
will increase. A growth in the supply of the meat of "berber" (waterfowl resembling 
ducks), mallards (cross between ducks and pekings), ducks and geese is expected. 

The efficiency and saving of the food of all farm animals will rise, as compared 
with the present situation, and they will lead to improved products and to an in- 
crease in the profitability of farmers. 


Against the Wooing of Insects 


Those who are not close to agriculture need a great deal of imagination to appre- 
ciate the efforts made by farmers to protect their products from pests and dis- 
eases. Modern agriculture annually spends millions of shekels on sprays and pul- 
verizers. Along with the usefulness and blessing that these treatments provide 

for the protection of products, they are fraught with many dangers. They indis- 
criminately kill various creatures living in the area and thus upset the biological 
balance existing there. They endangsr persons consuming treated agricultural prod- 
ucts. They are liable to cause genetic changes in insects and animals absorbing 
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these poisons in their bodies. For these reasons sophisticated control agents, 
without the use of strong preparations, or, if there is no choice, with a controlled 
use of selective chemical preparations affecting only a specific pest, not other 
insects, are now sought in Israel and throughout the world. Pheromones are prom- 
ising substitutes for pest control. The advances made in these materials up to now 
give hope that the day when they will constitute a useful method of controlling 

many pest varieties is not far off. 


Pheromones are smelling substances present in many species of animals, including 
insects. Pheromones include sex pheromones, which serve as a means of creating 
communication between males and females for the purpose of producing a new genera- 
tion. How does this happen? When the insect reaches sexual maturity, the female 
secretes a smelling substance--pheromone--which is absorbed by the smelling organs 
of the mate. The male is attracted to the smell from quite a long distance--up to 
100 meters and more--for the purpose of mating. Man interferes here and tries to 
spoil the romance between these sexes. Through diligent research scientists suc- 
ceeded in decoding the chemical structure of the pheromone in many insects. From 
there the road to the production of such a synthetic pheromone in a laboratory is 
not far off. The synthethic pheromone is absorbed in a dispenser made of a sub- 
stance spreading the smell slowly over a period of several months. The same dis- 
penser serves as a bait for males. It is hung inside a trap placed in the field 
or plantation. The smell that escapes from the dispenser is much stronger than 
the smell emitted by a single female and, therefore, the males from the entire 
area will converge and fall into the trap, or will stick to the wet glue spread on 
it and find their death in it. 


Pheromone traps can perform two main tasks. They can be used for guarding, that 
is, detecting the appearance of pests in the area even before the farmer's eye 
notices it. In this case they serve as a sophisticated detector of the need for 
directed spraying against these insects. But they can also serve as a means of 
excess trapping, which decreases the males and thus reduces the creation of a new 
generation of caterpillars gnawing at products and making them unfit for marketing. 
In many cases the decrease in the pest population will eliminate the need for 
spraying. 


Pheromones are likely to perform an additional function in pest control. Spraying 
them by means of tiny capsules whose diameter is about one-thousandth of a mili- 
meter, or the scattering of dispensers in a sufficiently dense manner, .ill satu- 
rate the air with the pheromone of the damaging sex. In such a case the communi- 
cation between males and females will be disrupted, because the former will not find 
their way to their mates. This method of appiicationis not yet practised, but is at 
the stage of research and development and scientists pin their hopes on it, hoping 
that it will be more effective than the method of excess trapping. 


Quite a large team of entomologists (pest researchers) at the agricultural research 
administration in Bet Dagan are engaged in the identification, development and ap- 
plication of pheromones. There are already practical successes in this field. 

For example, the citrus flower moth is one of the worst pests of lemons. This 

pest is successfully controlled by the above-described method. About 10,000 do- 
nums of orange groves contain pheromone traps and in 80 percent of them there is 

no need for any spraying against the pest. The exact identification of the true 
pheromone and, mainly, how to apply it in the field--this is what now delays the 
development of the method of controlling additional pests. Most probably, these 
problems will find their solution in the next few years. 
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ISRAEL 


OCEAN WAVE ENERGY PROJECT PROPOSED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 9 Aug 81 p 6 


/Article by Avraham Peleg: "A ‘Wave Engine’ Field in the Sea Will Supply all the 
Electricity for Israei"'/ 


/Text/ If the State of Israel allocates an area about 10 km long and 100 meters 
wide on the sea shore, it will be able to produce all the electricity it now needs... 
from wave energy. We refer to the invention of Mr Yedidya Solel, who developed an 
installation producing electricity from sea wave energy. 


About over a year ago MA'ARIV reported on the invention of Mr Solel, an industrial- 
ist from Tel Aviv. The model was even tested in the sea of Tel Aviv, but the matter 
did not advance technologically. This May Mr Solel exhibited a model of his inven- 
tion at an international technological fair of inventors--Expo '81--held in New 
York. Mr Solel receive the gold prize of Expo '81 for his invention. 


Upon his return to Israel he redoubled his efforts to realize his invention. En- 
gineer David Lauden joined him for this purpose. Mr Lauden, a construction engi-~ 
neer, became very interested in Mr Solel's wave engine. 


[he wave engine invented by Yedidya Solel is based on an installation with arms, 
at the end of which there are floats. In contrast to many other installations for 
the use of sea energy in the world, which are immersed in water, the installation 
itself is above the waves and only the floats float on the water. The ascending 
and descending motion of the floats is transmitted by means of levers to the wave, 
which translates reciprocating motion into rotary motion moving electricity produc- 
ing generators. 


lhe created energy can also be stored in the form of dense air pressure (which, 
upon its release, will move the generator) or of transfer of water to pools at a 
big height (the falling of water on the generator will create electricity). 


Mr Solel and Mr Lauden explain that the uniqueness of the installation they are de- 
veloping lies in the fact that it does not use the energy created from the horizon- 
tal motion of the waves, but from their vertical motion. With every motion of the 
wave's ascent the float rises and is again immersed by the force of gravitation. 

fhe infinite motion of the waves, which cause the ascent (and descent) of hundreds 
and thousands of floats, creates mechanical energy translated into electrical energy. 
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The two developers requested an opinion and data from research institutions in Is- 
rael in connection with the sea wave potential. Thus far they received data from 
the Meteorological and Sea and Lake Research Institute. According to the data ob- 
tained, the typical wave on the Mediterranean coast in Israel is about 1.10 meters 
high and the wave frequency is 10 waves per minute. According to the developers' 
estimates, on the average, it is possible to annually produce 3.5 kw of electricity 
per square meter of the sea. 


According to the inventors, an efficient wave engine should be at least 50 meters 
long and contain about 100 floats. A total of 3,300 such installations (50 meters 
in width) will reach a length of about 18 km. However, with a double width, that 
is, 100 meters, the length will be reduced to one-half, that is, 9 km. A strip of 
such a wave engine length, theoretically, will be able to replace all the present 
e <tric power stations in Israel, which supply about 2,200 megawatts of elec- 
tricity (!). 


According to the developers, the cost of construction of a wave engine field in the 
sea is now estimated at 660 million dollars--the same amount of money as that spent 
by the electric company on fuel last year. 


Patents for Mr Yedidya Solel's wave engine were registered in Israel and in the 
United States. When he was in the United States, groups of investors from Atlantic 
City and Los Angeles were interested in his invention. The first group represented 
Moslem capital and Mr Solel was asked: "Does this matter to you?" 


Mr Solel, as well as Mr Lauden, believes that the invention is now at the research 
stage. The two developers want to conduct a series of tests at the installations 
of the Technion and at a later stage to build a prototype 50 meters long with an 
investment of 200,000 dollars. They asked the Ministry of Energy and Infrastruc- 
ture for assistance to advance this matter and hope that with the help of Israeli 
money and research they will be able to realize their dream: To produce electric- 
ity from sea water... 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


PLANS TO BUILD GULF POSTAL HQ IN RIYADH DISCUSSED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 22 Aug 81 p 3 


[Article by Turki al-‘Ayyar: "Gulf Postal Commission Building to Go Up in Riyadh's 
Diplomatic Quarter; Unification of Systems and Procedures and an Improvement in 
Postal Services in the Gulf States"] 


[Text] Professor ‘Ali Shaykh Jamalullayl, secretary general of the Gulf Postal 
Commission, revealed tc AL-RIYAD that on Saturday there will be a meeting of a com- 
mittee examining ideas pertaining to studies submitted by consulting firms for the 
Gulf Postal Commission Building. This building will be 3,000 square meters in area 
and will take 3 years to complete. 


Professor Jamalullayl said that the mission of this committee is to study plans that 
the commission has prepared on the building's requirements over a period of up to 

15 years. He said that the committee was formed as a way of implementing the resolu- 
tions of the extraordinary conference which was held in Abha. He also said that the 
commission has taken a positive step to facilitate the mission of the committee by 
writing to several consulting companies and advertising in all the local newspapers 
about these studies through which it hoped to give every consulting office or com- 
pany an opportunity to present studies and models for the project, after they were 
provided with plans. "Several exhibits were presented to us by consulting firms 

and offices and they will be put before the committee today. The committee will then 
discuss these studies and will decide accordingly." He said that these studies will 
show estimated costs of the project so that they may be put before the next executive 
session to be held in April 1982 in the Sultanate of Oman. This session will have 
the full authority to authorize the costs of erecting the building and to inform the 
commission's member states that every state must lend its share in order for the 


task to be carried out. ‘Ali Shavkh said that among the resolutions implemented 
after the extraordinary conference at Abha was the introduction of some amendments 
to the administrative and financial statutes pertaining to the basic structure of 
the commission. Among these was changing the titles of the secretary general and 
the assistant secretary general. 

All these rules will be reprinted and distributed to the member states to ratify, 
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be drawn up according to an additional protocol appended to the 
n of the commission. 








Likewise, the Gulf States Postal Services agreement, which the conference authorized-- 
as well as its communiques--will be printed in bound volumes for the member states 
for their'ratification. 


said that this is important in order to unify the postal requlations and pro- 
cedures among the Gulf states because they cover many things in the area of postal 
rvices, and their application will take precedence in the Gulf. 

With respect to the exemption of stamp fees for pilgrims, Dr ‘Ali Shaykh said: ‘The 
agreement stipulates exempting letters and postcards that do not exceed 20 kilo- 
zrams from the extra air rates in the member states statutes. This will have an 
impact on the exchange of letters between the Gulf states. The conference looked 

it improving postal service in the Gulf littoral region to a greater degree than it 
lid on the matter of fees, because the Gulf states are in real need of improving 


ostal services and not exempting fees. In this regard there are studies based on 


he ap] it of the 'data-post system' and ‘express postal service.’ Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia intend to apply these.” 

There are training courses for employees of the commission from various regions of 
the member Culf states to be held in the Netherlands in order to study this system 
Nu © evolving postal systems for a period of 2 months. Right now training has 


leted for 14 trainees about to finish the course. The date for sending new 


trainees the next course he not yet been set. As to the reason for sending the 
trainees to Holland in particu . Dr Jamalullayl said: "A research department is 


onsidering this question. It has at its disposal the facilities and possibilities 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


VARIOUS ASPECTS OF DESERT CONFLICT EXAMINED 
Madrid EL PAIS SEMANAL in Spanish No 238,1 Nov 81 pp 58-63 
[Article by Antonio Redondo: "The Long Desert Battle"] 


[Text] The war in the Western Sahara between the Polisario Front and 

Morocco entered a new phase in the summer of 1981 with Hassan II's acceptance 
of a referendum to decide the fate of the disputed cerritory. Morocco is 

thus agreeing to one of the grievances that the Polisario Front has voiced 
since the very outset of the conflict. Nevertheless, the two belligerants 
continue to hold fundamentally different ideas about how the referendum should 
be held. All indications are that the negotiations will be long and difficult. 
Meanwhile, the war wears on. 


To those who are not familiar with it, to those who were not born there, the 
desert is an enormous empty space. A traveler's first sensation is a lone- 
liness as intense, perhaps, as a shipwrecked person would experience in the 
middle of the ocean. Nature is hostile; the traveler has no protection 
against the burning sun or the wind-swept sand that sticks to one's body and 
dries one's throat. 


At first glance, there is no sign of life in the desert, just sand and rock 
for kilometers on end. People do live there, however. They used to be 

nomads, hunters or merchants; now they are guerrillas of the Sahara Liberation 
Army of the Polisario Front. 


The desert is a haven to the guerrillas. They know inaccessible places to hide, 
places where the lay of the land enables them to store gasoline or where they 
can dig a well to find water, that precious and rare commodity. 


The desert holds no secrets for the guerrillas; they know it like the palm 
of their hand. They are able to recognize paths by examining ground that all 


looks the same to us and when night falls, by studying the stars. 


We can thus see why the desert has ceased to be the theater of operations in 


the war. It was in the beginning, when the Moroccan Army stationed detach- 
ments and outposts in the interior of the Western Sahara, but their lack of 
familiarity with the land, their inability to adapt to desert life and the 


distance from their bases made them easy prey for the Polisario guerrillas. 
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Today there are no longer any Moroccan troops in the desert, except for the 
prisoners, though they are no longer in Saharan territory, but rather in 
camps in Tinduf, near where the Saharan refugees live. 


A person arriving in the desert for the first time finds it odd to see the 
zround criss-crossed with tire tracks, as if heavily traveled roads were heading 
off in every direction. This is, in fact, the case, proof that there is a 

war going on in the desert. The herdsmen used to initially smooth over the 
tracks left by the Polisario's men so that the Moroccan Army couldn't follow 
them. Today, such precaution is useless. That is why the sand is criss- 
crossed in all directions by the Polisario's vehicles. 


We traveled in one of them, a land rover, from Tinduf to the Atlantic, a round 
trip of more than 2,000 kilometers. There were no highways or roads, and 
our driver's familiarity with the land was our only compass. 


He drove stealthily and with incredible skill. Without headlights, the vehicle 
shot through the desert night at 100 kilometers an hour. Precaution is in 
order because the Moroccan Air Force is constantly flying over the desert 

in search of signs of life from the Polisario Front. 


From time to time on our trip we heard the noise of a plane somewhere above 
us, but it never came into sight. Moroccan fighter pilots do not often risk 
low-level flight ever since they realized that at 2,000 meters the Polisario's 
weapons have almost deadly aim. Of the 22 F-5"s that the Moroccan Air Force 
used to have, half have been downed in the desert and their pilots captured, 
if not killed. 


The twisted shapes of the downed planes dot our route, as if to show that the 
brave and well-trained Saharan guerrillas are capable of besting the 
sophisticated technology of the Mirage and Phantom jets that the Moroccan 
Army utilizes. Thus, our guide slows the land rover down so that we can 
examine in detail the wreckage of a plane in our path, unless he has altered 
our course just so that we could see it. 


From time to time we also see the wreckage of Moroccan vehicles and tanks, 
which have been there for years. Because of their inability to control the 
desert, Morocco altered its strategy and switched to aircraft. 


The Polisario's control of the land was evident throughout our trip. The 
land rover had apparently complete freedom of movement. At times we came 
unexpectedly upon a detachment of Saharan soldiers, who seemed to emerge from 
the depths of the desert. They exchanged information with our guides, who 
kept to or modified our route, giving us no clue to interpreting their 
movements other than a terse "For security reasons." 


As the 6-rear long war has dragged on, the Sahara Liberation Army, the armed 


wing of the Polisario Front, has become the master of the desert. Morocco, 
the Polisario's only enemy since it signed a peace with Mauritania in 1979, 
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has acknowleged this because it has limited its defense of the Western Sahara 
territory to a so-called “useful triangle," where the main population centers 
(Al Aaiun, the capital, with 50,000 inhabitants, and Smara) are located, in 
addition to the phosphates, the keynote of the war for Morocco and the powers 
aiding it. 


To protect it, the Moroccan Army has decided tu construct a barrier beginning 
at the ridges of the Djebel Ouarkzik in Moroccan territory and extending 
southward into the Western Sahara to encompass the phosphate mines of Bu 
Craa and the aforementioned cities. 


To the Polisario, however, the construction of tae barrier is not a decisive 
factor in the development of the conflict. It feels that it will be about as 
effective as the Maginot Line was in World War II, although once the barrier 
is up, the Sahara Liberation Army will have to acquire heavy weapons, which 
no one seems able to provide at present. 


In the meantime, guerrilla harassment is preventing the mining of phosphates 
and the normalization of life in the area's richest and relatively most 
populated districts, the ones in the useful triangle. 


At the same time, attacks on southern Morocco are aimed at cutting off the 
supply lines of the Saharan zone controlled by Morocco. To this end, the 

Polisario has accomplices among the civilian population (as highlighted by 
the Tan-Tan incidgnt in 1979), which is largely of Saharan origin. 


Tus, the Moroccan Army is being forced to stretch its lines to the maximum. 
The Polisario is trying to take advantage of this to cut across them and 
prevent Morocco from effectively compensating for the attrition of manpower 
and materials that it is suffering. 


The proclamation of the SDAR [Saharan Democratic Arab Republic] on 27 February 

1976 showed the Polisario Front's determination to give the Saharan people 

their own political and administrative organization, as well as the decision 

to carry the struggle for independence to a conclusion. This is the reason 

for the institutional split that the Polisario Front has undergone. When it 

was created in 1973, it was called the Sahara Liberation Army, and it has 

been in charge of the armed struggle ever since pursuant to the 1975 Madrid 

accords, Snain renounced (inexplicably and without explanation) its commitments —_ 
as a decolonizing power. 


Since 1976 the Polisario Front has been the organizational framework of the 
SDAR and the motor of a process that seeks to make the Saharan people a 
nation, a nation without its own territory as yet, inasmuch as Moroccan 
troops expelled the people from their homeland, 


Until the Spanish colonziers established boundaries in the territory as a 


political unit, the Western Sahara was a borderless zone traversed by nomadic 
tribes that traded with the towns of northern Morocco and the southern towns 
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of what is today Mauritania. Each person felt a strong identification with 
his tribe, and among the tribes there were bonds of solidarity and mutual 
aid in opposing outside enemies, a sort of confederation in which each tribe 
had practically total independence. 


All of the tribes together had a population of a few thousand. Such a scant 
population amid the 266,000 square kilometers of the Western Sahara is 
explained by the hostility of the environment. Nature provides few 
Opportunities for man there. The war has made things even worse. Now only 
soldiers traverse the desert. 


During the first few months of 1976, a great many inhabitants of the north- 
western zone, the most heavily populated, fled into the desert. They were 
fleeing from the Moroccan troops, who were imprisoning anyone who did not 
approve of their presence there. This happened just when the Saharans 
believed that they were on the verge of proclaiming their independence. 





Many of them joined the ranks of the Polisario. It had set up a Liberation 
Army around the 2,000 soldiers who had made up the nomadic troops that Spain 
had organized. Their numbers quickly swelled to 6,000 with the volunteers 
fleeing from the occupied zones. 


As soon as the Saharan independence war began, the traditional routine took 
hold: the repression that foreign occupation immediately entails was followed 
by reprisals. Each guerrilla action by the Polisario was countered in the 
Moroccan-occupied zone with the arrest and jailing of relatives of the 
guerrillas. So then, soon after the war began, part of the civilian population 
Started escaping as well. It was a brutal exodus, under a burning, blinding 
sun by day and a bone-chilling dampness by night, often on foot, without 
Provisions and without any help from nature, because water and food are 
tragically scarce here. 


The Polisario Front's strategy had to consider the need to shelter the 
civilians escaping from the occupiers and give them a reason for living. The 
first few refugee camps in the interior of the Western Sahara, in Guelta- 
zemmur and Oum-Dreiga, were just the first stage in the exodus of an entire 
people. The Moroccan Air Force attacks on the camps (using napalm and white 
phosphorus) forced the Polisario Front to consider the need to exile the 
entire civilian population. 


Exile has been the only alternative to the threat of the Saharan people's 
genocide. Three camps housing more than 100,000 Saharans have been in 
operation near Tinduf, in Algerian territory, since 1976. Recourse to the 
hospitality of another country has been the short-term solution to a burning 
problem. For that very reason, however, it keeps alive the memory of a 

lost home, separation from loved ones, nostalgia for the western land, where, 
moreover, living conditions are less harsh than in Tinduf. 
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The Algerian desert does not offer the humidity that the ocean generates in 
the lands of the Western Sahara and that permits a steppe-like vegetation on 
which the nomadic herds can graze. Nor does Tinduf have a layer of ground 
water feeding the wells that are relatively common in the Saharan territory. 
Furthermore, the refugees have been able to bring along only their personal 
belongings, and not even them sometimes. 


Getting the civilian population settled in the Tinduf camps has entailed 
countless problems, the main one being the lack of resources to meet their 
most immediate needs: food and medicine. ¥ 


At the same time that the Polisario Front is requesting international aid, 

it has set in motion a mechanism to channel it. In particular, however, it 
has begun to build a State that can organize the Saharan population above and 
beyond the current emergency situation in which it finds itself. An 

incipient government is trying to insure minimum living conditions and provide 
the population with a national awareness. Thus, the efforts of the new 
Saharan State are aimed mainly at health and education. 


For the first time, the Saharans in the Tinduf camps have medical care, in 
the form of three hospitals and several outpatient clinics, in a bid to 

erase the consequences of malnutrition and, in many cases, treks through the 
desert that have left indelible marks on the exiles. Attempts are also being 
made to practice preventive medicine so as to improve the population's 
general state of health and eradicate endemic diseases, such as tuberculosis, 
and to raise the birth rate, which means that particular care is accorded to 
mothers and children. Hence, the best equipped services are pediatrics, 
gynecology and obstetrics. 





Another leading concern has been the startup of a school system. The first 
objective is to teach the entire population to read and write. Though not 
achieving results as spectacular as the Cubans and Nicaraguans have (we have 
to bear in mind that war is still the most immediate reality for the Saharan 
people), the Polisario Front has seen to it that 70 percent of the population 
can read and write in 198]. 


Schools offer not only instruction; they also inculcate in children the values 
of the new Saharan nation: discipline, dedication and love for the Saharan 
homeland. This is the way to overcome the tribal mentality that many of the 
refugees brought with them and to create a society so compact that it does not 
permit the slightest dissent. : 


Winning the war and creating a nation, the objectives of the Polisario Front, 
mean that civilian life has to be organized in a paramilitary fashion. 
Discipline and the involvement of all in camp activities are considered 
essential. 


The camp constitutes the framework for the lives of the refugee population. 

In addition to meeting the needs of daily life, the Front tries to organize 
the return home or rather, the hope of a return. A camp resident must not 
only take part in the organization of daily life; he must also get involved in 


93 














the battle against nostalgia, against flagging s~‘rits, against despair. He 
must believe in what he does every day, knowing that he is thus helping to 
win a war that is going to drag on for a long time yet. 


Civilian life is a function of the war. As a representative of the Polisario 
Says: "The battle is also being fought in the camps, not with guns but with 
daily work, not against the Moroccans but against despondency." In this 
battle the soldiers have been replaced by the women. 





In the camps (where there are few men because most of them are waging war in 
the desert), the women, organized in the Union of Polisario Front Women, are 
in charge of organizing supplies, foodstuffs, handicraft work and the . 
production of clothing and household utensils. They work in the health care 
centers and schools, taking the place of the fighting men. Moreover, of 
course, they have ceased obeying the orders of fathers or husbands, thus 
shattering a deeply rooted tradition. Their relationships with men are 
increasingly as between equals, parallel to their growing involvement in every 
facet of Saharan life, even the war. All young women receive military 
training, and many of them have already been at the "front." 


At age 14, when schooling is completed, all men and women enroll in the 
Polisario Front's Liberation Army. But they are not enough. Many more than 
the 12,000 soldiers that the Saharan Army now has, in round numbers, will be 
needed to decide the outcome of the war. 


The Polisario's strategy so far has been based on the mobility of the nomads 
and the surprise factor. Barreling down at an enemy position in a jeep going 
100 kilometers an hour is a way to pin the Moroccans down and prevent them from 
controlling the territory. Dislodging them from their bases is an undertaking 
that requires additional equipment. 


From 1980 to 1981 it looked like the Polisario could give the war a new 
twist. The first battle that took place in the southern part of Morocco, in 
the Ouarkzik, in the spring of 1980, resulted in major losses for Hassan's 
army and in the capture of considerable spoils (SK-105 battle tanks, French 
and South African AML-90 tanks, rifles, guns, vehicles...), enough, as a 
Polisario leader said, "to outfit an entire army," the Polisario army, of 
course, which asserts that its best supplierof weapons is the Moroccan Army. 


Two months after the first battle, the Polisario Front attacked again, with 
superior forces, but this time it had to retreat in the face of a considerably 
bolstered Moroccan military machine. Since then, combat has been reduced to 
harassment activities: ambush and: sabotage, whose short-term effectiveness 

is very limited. 


The Polisario Front controls 80 or 90 percent of the territory, but this 
enormous stretch of land is really little more than a rear guard from which 
attacks can be organized and in which war materiel can be stored and troops 
trained. 
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In order to dislodge the Moroccan troops from the zones they occupy, the 
Polisario Front would have to shift from a guerrilla to a conventional war, 
and it has neither the manpower nor the weapons to do this. 


But neither does Morocco have the means to control the entire Western Sahara. 
Its retreat to the "useful triangle" resolves nothing either, inasmuch as 
the Polisario Front wants to expel the Moroccans completely from the territory. 


Thus, militarily speaking, the continuation of the war hinges on the aid that 
the two foes receive. Meanwhile, the Polisario Front's standing in the 
diplomatic field is growing stronger with each day. At present, more than 40 
countries recognize the SDAR, and the imminence of an OAU resolution 
denouncing Morocco has forced King Hassan to agree to a referendum. 


It has taken 6 years of war to achieve this result, which, in principle, 
brings the Polisario Front and Morocco closer together. There is a long way — 
to go yet, however, before an agreement is reached on the conditions for the 
referendum. 


In the meantime, there is the problem of population statistics. The 1974 
Spanish census recorded a total of 70,000 inhabitants (this is the number 
that Morocco uses), whereas the Polisario says that there are a half million 
Saharans, an enormous discrepancy. 


The Polisario is demanding that the exiled Saharans, including the more than 
100,000 living in the Tinduf camps, be allowed to return to their home- 

land for the referendum. It is also calling for the withdrawal of Moroccan 
troops from the occupied lands in the Western Sahara, so that the Saharans who 
remained there can freely express their will, as well as the departure of 
Moroccan settlers, to whom the Rabat government portrayed the Western Sahara 
as a new promised land. 


It seems unlikely that Morocco and the Polisario Front will come to terms when 
the time comes to determine the conditions for holding the referendum. Until 
Morocco agrees to sit down at the bargaining table with the Polisario Front, 
war will continue to ravage the Western Sahara and a people will have to 
endure exile. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRiL 'S 


RETURN OF EXILED OFFICIALS--Northern Yemen has lately been going through a period it 
has been waiting for for several years. Several leaders who had great political 
power have begun to return to the country in response to an appeal made by Yemeni 
President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih. Among those who have returned so far are Judge 
"Abd-al-Rahman al-Aryani, who had been living in Latakia since he decided to go into 
exile 6 years ago, and Field Marshal ‘Abdallah al-Sallal, who had been living in 
Alexandria. But other Yemeni political figures are still living in exile and have 
not yet decided to return. Among these are Mr Ahmad Muhammad Nu'man, a former 
member of the Republican Assembly, who is living in Cairo with his grandchildren from 
the late Muhammad Nu'man, who was assassinated in Beirut and who was formerly 
minister of foreign affairs. The return of certain political leaders is being 
mentioned while the confrontation between the regime and certain tribal leaders 
continues. By far the most important of these tribes is the Bakil tribe whose 
leader is said to have fled to southern Yemen last week. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL 
in Arabic No 243, 17 Oct 81 p 20] 9123 


CSO: 4404/69 END 
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